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Af one following story of a young woman, who has been to 


China for almost a year, may not be exactly a story of her 
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woman, and now I have an opportunity to write about a girl 


in her twenties. 


life. It is a series of incidents that she has been throug 


h “ 


f 


{ have written about young men, young boys, middle~age4 : 
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of May and the tenth of October as days of importance% We 
eelebrateyand it is doubtful if snyere of us could sive a 
definite meaning as to the reason of the celebration. Our 
mothers and fathers do not explain to us the purpose of the 
| holidays or to be more exact we, the ehildren, do not in- 
| quire about it and whenever a holiday comes around we look 
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through this girl. I was able to learn that the celebra- 


4 tion of the Chinese holidays over here is just put to shame 
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China. 


by the huge and elaborate celebration of the same holidays in 


This young lady, before she took her trip back, was just 


as ignorant of the history of the holidays as anyone of us. 
On 5 
: Vv After her experienee in taking part in the holidays did she 


realize the importance of these days.to the lives of the 


Chinese people. 
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ah Tre young lady eee | first peep in this wide world in 


; WI, foun das Fen pot 
the sunny, golden, state of California.) [Shejwas married after 


graduating from high school. The husband and she took a trip: 
back to China for the purpose. of seeing the folks and eso as 

@ pleasure trip. ‘the husband's mother lived in Canton City, 
which is today considered one of the great centers of Southern © 
China. There living is not so backward as in the small vil- 
lages.' But many things that the. people do there are strange 
and quaint compared to American life. 

But to listen to the girl tell it: 

"My husband and I left California on December about four 
years ago. We were on a new boat, the President Hoover, and 
we took a special third class room. 

"I remember passing near Shanghai and we, who are on the ¥ 
boats, could actually hear the roer of the suns and cannons 
and the buzzing of the airplanes overhead. 

"We continued our way and we arrived in Hongkone some- 
where during the new years. ‘here was a ereat deal of celebra- 
tion. We immediately left for Canton City. 

"Canton City is a great deal larger than Oakland. ‘rhere 
are many people living there: We lived in a brick house which 
was quite roomy. All around the city the carpenters are tear- 
ing down old wooden buildines and erecting new modern houses. 
Some of the streets are very wide and others are very narrow, 

On the whole, the city compared quite favorably with Oakland. 

"The manner in which people work and live was very 
strange to me. People work all through the week. Sunday was 


a week day like any other ‘day of the week. All the stores 


are opened. The only time that the stores are closed is 
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during the holidays and the week during New Year. ‘hen most 


of the stores close for one whole week. Of course, the res- 
taurants and the drug stores do not close. ‘tthe fact is that 
most of the restaurants open all day and all hight. 

"There are two distinct sections in Canton City. The 
commercial and the residential. The residential ¢ity Ls Sup 
plied with electricity. In the city there is only one elec- 
trical company. ‘this company supplied electric to both sec- 
tions of the city. During the evening it is a common thing 
to have the Light- suddentiy stopped. The reason for this is 
that the commercial stores needed the light and the company 
gave it to them by stopping the light in the residential sec- 
tion. Whan the lisht stopped we lit the coal oil stores and 
lamps. 

We Ae With a stove that burns wood. In our house 
there is no gas range. 

02 

She. school, gi ple wear|middy)and skirts and the other 
women and men wear the typical Chinese long robes. 

. . "The strangest thing to me is the way in which the 
ee sells goods. Each store sels only one particularkind 
eof thing. A silk store sells only silk, a food store sells 


3 


only food. Another particular thing is that each street has 
its own particular store. One street would contain only 
food store, another street would have only restaurants and 

it is a very common for people to inquire in every store and 
buy from the cheapest one because the stores are so close to- 
gether. 


"In the villages things and conditions are very different. 
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-Every Tuesday the villagers gathere@# around centers and buy 


whatever they needed for the entire week. But in the cities 
that is not necessary because the stores are always open. . ( 
"My husband worked at San Tow for many months. dplnonall 
not came home very often because the trip is so far. 
"Most of the time in China is spent in visiting the vil- 


lages and temples and the old sights. I remembered visiting 


an ancient temple on the hills. ‘the temples are very ancient | 


some of .them beinal vuilt right out of the rocks on the hills. 
today people go there to pray just like long ago. Every 
temple has its own history. Il visited so many of them that 

I do not remember the history of the temples. 

"The life of the Chinese people in China is full of 
color and atmosphere. ‘They make 4 creat deal of fuss over 
funerals and weddings. Sometimes the only difference between 

‘a wedding and a funeral is that instead of a coffin parading 
hrough the streets one sees 4 sedan chair and the color of 
searlet red. 

¥in weddings the celebration is huge and elaborate. ‘The 

mothers of the daughters parade the furniture of the daughter 
through the streets so thet people will see how much she got. 


People celebrated for cays and days. 


rhe fifth of May is en important day in the Chinese cal- 


ender. it is the, Festival of the Dragons. On that day it is 
a 


customary to have dragon boat races. ‘The men of the town row 


the boats and people line the shore to witness the spectacle. 


whe different families give eakes and cookies anc faney foods 


back and forth. In the night everybody feasts and make merry. 
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The fifteenth of August is another important holiday in 


Ghina. it is the festival of the Moon. On thet night every 


‘person goes up to the roof, providing of course whether the 


houses have a roof or not. There on a little table will be 
set food such as rice, wine, candles, good luck papers and 
chopsticks and the people wait until the moon is right over 


their head until they say a prayer. After the prayer the 


cookies and cakes are cut and eaten right up there on the roof. 


"Tt is a beautiful sight to go up on the roof on palpi! 
holiday and watch fue lanterns swaying on the roof tops. 
Every housetop has meny lanterns and people play mah jong up 
on the roof that evening by the light of the moon and the 
lenterns. The moon that day is supposed to be the brightest 
in the whole year. According to an olc legend the people be- 
lieved that there is a woman up in the moon and during 6n 
eclipse the old man and woman of the villase said that the 
woman in the moon is eating the moon and digesting it. Many 
people still think that an eclipse is A enaee by the lady in 
the moon. 

‘rhe tenth of October is another important day. 1% is 
China Independence day. Lt is a day for fireworks, parade, 
noise, exictement, celebration. Schools closef on that day 
and the students marchet around the city. Meanwhile fire- 
crackers poomed all through the day and in the end people 
end up in feasting like every other holiday. 

"The days sped by very quick and soon the year lis] almost 
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"So we came back and life seems to loose much of its 
color and excitement. We srrived in talifornia somewhere 
during the Christmas holidays and 1 was actually surprised 
by the quiet way in which. the holiday is celebreted. After 
the noise and excitement of Chinese life I came to realize 
how much [I would have missed if I did not take the trip back. 

"People have asked me whether I liked to live in Cali- 
forarerer Chine, “If isa rather difficult to decide. off- 
hand. But if I had to’choose I would say that I woulé rather 
live in China providing that I do not have to live in the 
tittte villages. The eee are just like the cities over 
here in America. -True, they are not so modern as the cities 
of America but they are much better than the villages. 

"Sinee coming back to California I missed the color of 
the celebration of the holidays. The Chinese people celebrate 
the holidays over here, but the difference in the manner of 
celebrating is so vast that it does not seem like ea holiday 
at all. 

"T do not have to worry about making a living in China. 
I once had an offer from a small school demanding my services 
as en English teacher. I did not take the job because I Pear 
that I do not know enough of the Chinese language to trans- 
late. the English into understandable Chinese. At the present 
time I am studying the language in order to be more exact if 
another opportunity like that ever comes up again. 

"My husband built bricges and dams. He is an expert 
architect. There is little trouble of him being unemployed, 


He could find work very easily. 
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"Of course he does not build the bridges himself. He 
supervises the building of it. He draws the bridge and finds 
out how much material it takes to puild. it. He, gets good 

pay for it. 

"When we came back to California we came back on the™ 
spur of the moment. My husband was making very good mages 
oa. and we were getting along very well. Wethave decided not 

| to come back at all. At the very last moment we came. Over 

here in America he does not make es much as Lt, He nad stayed 

in Ghina but we came back in order to avoid confusion in 

the immigration laws. 

"T am anxiously waiting for the day in which I could 
return and experience the same fun and thrills that I have 
been through." | % 

It was hard to imagine that one short year in China 
would bring forth such enthusiasm in a person. It seems to 
5 me that the young lady has been through a lot. I do not 
hate her ae wanting to return and enjoy the seme fun and 


gayety that she is so anxiously looking forward to. 
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The following story of a young woman, who has been to China 
for almost a year, may not be exactly a story of her life. It is 
a series of incidents that she has been through and because they 
reflect the lives of the Chinese as a whole and her life, I have 
taken the opportunity to put them down on naper. 

I have written about young men, young boys, middle-aged 
women, and now I have an opnortunity to write about a girl in her 
twenties. 

We who are born here do not understand the past history of 
China. We do know that the fifth of May and the tenth of October 
are days of imnortance in the Chinese calendar. We celebrate 
them and it is doubtful if any of us could give a definite meaning 
as to the reason of the celebration. Our fathers and mothers do } 
not explain to us the purnose of the holidays or to be more exact 
we, the children, do not inquire about it and whenever a holiday 
comes around we look forward to it only as a day of rest and 
feasting. 

Through this girl I was able to learn that the celebration 
of the Chinese holidays over here is just put to shame by the 
huge and elaborate celebration of the same holidays in China. 

This young lady, before she took her trin back, was just as 
ignorant of the history of the holidays as anyone of us. Only 
after her exnerience in taking yvart in the holidays did she 


realize the importance of these days to the lives of the Chinese 


people. 
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She was born in California and was married after graduating 
from high school. The husband and she took a trin back to China 
for the purnose of seeing the folks and also as a pleasure trin. 
The husband's mother lived in Canton City, which is today con- 
sidered one of the great centers of Southern China. There living 
is not so backward as in the small villages. But many things that 
the people do there are strange and quaint compared to American 
life, 

But to listen to the girl tell it: 

"My husband and I left California on December about four 
years ago. We were on a new boat, the President Hoover, and we 
took a special third class roon, 

"I remember passing near Shanghai and we, who are on the boats, 
could actually hear the roar of the guns and cannons and the buzzing 
of the airplanes overhead, 

"We continued our way and we arrived in Hongkong somewhere 
during the new year. There was a great deal of celebration. We 
immediately left for Canton City. 

"Canton City is a great deal larger then Oakland. There are 
many neople living there. We lived in a brick house which was 
quite roomy, All around the city the carnenters are tearing down 
old wooden buildings and erecting new modern houses. Some of the 
streets are very wide and others are very narrow. On the whole, 
the city compared quite favorably with Oakland, 

"fhe manner in which reopnle work and live was very strange 


to me. People work all through the week. Sunday was a week day 
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like any other day of the week. All the stores are ovened. The 
only time that the stores are closed is during the holidays and 
the week during New Year. Then most of the stores close for one 
whole week. Of course, the restaurants and the drug stores do 
not close. The fact is that most of the restaurants open all day 
and all night. 

"There are two distinct sections in Canton City. The commercial 
and the residential. The residential city is supplied with elec- 
tricity. In the city there is only one electrical comnany. This 
commany supplied electric to both sections of the city. During 
the evening it is a common thing to have the light suddenly stopped. 
The reason for this is that the commercial stores needed the light 
and the company gave it to them by stopping the light in the res- 
idential section. When the light stopned we lit the coal oil 
stows and lams. 

"We cook with a stove that burns wood. In our house there 
is no gas range. 

"The school girls wear blouses and skirts and the other women 
and men wear the tynical Ghinese long robes. 

"The strangest thing to me is the way in which the store sells 
goods, Hach store sells only one rarticular kind of thing. A 
silk store sells only silk, a food store sells only food. Another 
particular thing is that each street has its own narticular store, 
One street would contain only food stores, another street would 


have only restaurants and it is a very common thing for people to 
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inquire in every store and buy from the cheanest one because the 
stores are so close together, 

"In the villages things and conditions are very different. 
Every Tuesday the villagers gather around centers and buy what- 
ever they needed for the entire week. But in the cities that is 
not necessary because the stores are always onen,. 

"My husband worked at San Tow for many months. He did not 
come home very often because the trin is so far, 

“Most of the time in China is snent in visiting the villages 
and temples and the old sights. I remembered visiting an ancient 
temple on the hills, The temples are very ancient; some of them 
are built right out of the rocks on the hills. Today neonle Zo 
there to vray just like long ago. very temple has its own his- 
tory. JI visited so many of them that I do not remember the history 
of the temples. 

"The life of the Chinese neonle in China is full of color and 
atmosvhere. They make a great deal of fuss over funerals and wed- 
dings. Sometimes the only difference between a wedding and a fun- 
eral is that instead of a coffin narading through the streets one 
sees a sedan chair and the color of scarlet red, 

"In weddings the celebration is huge and elaborate. The 
mothers of the daughters narade the furniture of the daughter 
through the streets so that neonle will see how much she got, 
People celebrate for days and days. 


"The fifth of May is an imnortent day in the Chinese calendar, 


It is the Festival of the Dragons. On that day it is customary 

to have dragon boat races. The men of the town row the boats 

and veople line the shore to witness the snectacle. The different 
families give cakes and cookies and fancy foods back and forth. 

in the night everybody feasts and makes merry. 

"The fifteenth of August is another imnortant holiday in 
China. It is the festival of the Moon. On that night every 
person goes up to the roof, rnroviding of course whether the houses 
have a roof or not. There on a little table will be set food 
such as rice, wine, candles, good luck navers and chovsticks and 
the neovle wait until the moon is right over their head until 
they say a prayer. After the vrayer the cookies and cakes are 
cut and eaten right un there on the roof, 

"It is a beautiful sight to go up on the roof on this hol- 
iday and watch the lanterns swaying on the roof tons. livery neusee 
top has many lanterns and peorle nlay mah jong un on the roof 
that evening by the light of the moon and the lanterns. The moon 
that day is supnosed to be the brightest in the whole year. Accord- 
ing to an old legend the pveonle believed that there is a woman 
up in the moon and during an eclinse the old man and woman of 
the village said that the woman in the moon is eating the moon and 
digesting it. Many veopnle still think that an eclipse is caused 
by the lady in the moon. 

"The tenth of October is another imvortant day. It is China 
Indevendence day. it is a day for fireworks, parade, noise, excite- 
ment, celebration, Schools close on that day and the students 


march around the city. Meanwhile firecrackers boom all through 
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the day and in the end peonle end un in feasting like every other 
holiday.. 

"The days sped by very quick and soon the year was almost 
through. My husband had to return within a year or he could re- 
turn at all. Why? Because Uncle Sam say so. 

"So we came back and life seems to lose much of its color 
and excitement. We arrived in California somewhere during the 
Christmas holidays and I was actually surprised by the quiet way 
in which the holiday is celebrated. After the noise and excite- 
ment of Chinese life I came to realize how much I would have 
missed if I did not take the trinv back. 

"People have asked whether I liked to live in California or 
China. It is a rather difficult to decide off-hand. But if I 
had to Choose I would say that I would rather live in China pro- 
viding that I do not have to live in the little villages. The 
Gities are just like the ocities over here in America, True, they 
are not so modern as the cities of America but they are much 
better than the villages, 

"Since coming back to California I missed the color of the 
celebration of the holidays. The Chinese neonle celebrate the 
holidays over here, but the difference in the manner of celebrat- 
ing is so vast that it does not seem like a holiday at all, 

"IT do not have to worry about making a living in China. I 
once had an offer from a small school demanding my services as an 
English teacher. I did not take the job because. I fear that I do 


not know enough of the Chinese language to translate the English 


into understandable Chinese. At the present time I am studying the 
language in order to be more exact if another opportunity like 
that ever comes up again, 

"My husband built bridges and dams. He is an exnert architect. 
There is little trouble of him being unemployed. He could find 
. work very easily. 

"Of course he does not build the bridges himself. He super- 
vises the building of it. He draws the bridge and finds out how 
much material it takes to build it. He gets good pay for LG, 

: "When we came back to California we came back on the snur of 
the moment. My husband was making very good wages and we were 
getting along very well. We had decided not to come back at all. 
At the very last moment we came, Over here in America he does 
not wake as much as if he had stayed in China but we came back in 
order to avoid confusion in the immigration laws. 

"T am anxiously waiting for the day in which I could return 
and exrerience the same fun and thrills that I have been through.” 
It was hard to imagine that one short year in China would 
pring forth such enthusiasm in a person. It seems to me that the 
young lady has been through a lot. I do not blame her for wanting 

to return and enjoy the same fun and gayety that she is so anxiously 


looking forward to. 
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We know according to a rather famous book that Life Begins 
at Forty. For those who believe in immortality, life begins at 
death. A newer and more happy life. Peaceful. 

But to satisfy everyone we will say that life begins at every? 
age and everywhere. 

Here we have an old man. We called him old because he is 
Sixty years of age. But he is as alive snd as full of pep as ever. 
Years had only added to his enjoyment of life. Happiness. 

He had been in America for years and years. A few years 
after his marriage in China he came over to America with his wife. 
sndchildtfen, 

And since coming over he had been working in the dry goods 
business. As a clerk. 

It seemed as though that whenever we write a story about any- 
one who was born in China, we have to mention the word gambler. 

He was a gambler when a young man. But afterwards he came to his 
senses that such things were not intended for him. He had five 
brothers and one sister. And he had been to two years of school 


in China. He had to quit because of thd advice of his father. 


His father told him that there was not enough money to carry hin 


through at school any longer. 

His father worked many years in China as a farmer. And the 
boy remembered when he was not so big that he was called up early 
in the morning to help the man farmers pick the rice. 

And he remembered how he got up at five o*%clock in the morning 
to catch crabs to feed to the animals. 


This man was the oldest son and child in the family. His 


brother who was the second son was always siGk. And he could not 
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do any sort of hard labor work. The first son in his spare time 
taught the brother how to weave cloth. And he taught the brother 
what he managed tdLeam in his twoespare eeeeee of school. 

The young man wanted to get ahead in the business world. He 
did not want to become a farmer like his father. He lookedfor a 
job in the bowls But no one was willing to take the chance with 
him. Everybody knew that he was a famous gambling man. It was then 
that he change over and became "reformed." 

Now he knew a friend who was going to another city to work. 
this friend was one of his best friends. Amd the friend decided 
to take the young man slong to see if somehow he could help him. 

At that time the young man was about nineteen years of age. 

The first year that he worked at that store he did not ee 
any wages. His room and board were provided to him though. ‘The 
second year he got paid. 

One of the most pleasant things that he did was to £0 around 
to the different houses and delivered goods. Here in this manner 
he met many new and friendly people. 

He was getting ahead in his works. And one day the boss 
asked him if he could count and add. He said that he did not & .. 
very much, just s little. So the boss taught him to add and sabtract 
on the Chinese counting board. 

Although the boy had been in only two years of school, he 
managed to learn quite a lot. At home and at the store in his Spare 
time he review books and magazines and articles of importance. 

Because of his determination to learn more and his inquisitive- 
ness he learned a great deal which he otherwise would miss. 


And today he could resd and write Chinese. Considering the 
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fact that he had little education, this wes a great accomplishment. 
Of course, the young man was very ambitious. And he was always 
trying to get ahead. And he did. 

About twenty-three years of age he came to America. And what 
did you suppose he did. He sewed clothes for a living. 

fhe first few months that he landed here he did not get any 
work to do. And he did not know how to sew clothes. ‘The company 
allowed him three months to learn how to do it. During those three 
months he did not receive any wages, but he learned many things 
which were invalueable to him. | 

At night he went to a little missionary church to learn Snglish. 
That was how he learned the language. Soon he made clothes snd he 
took it around to the different) people to see if they would buy then. 
For a few years he worked at the store. ‘Then he and a group of men 
started a store of their own. It, too, was a clothes store. And 
it was a huge and enormous success from the very beginning. 

But soon he was forced to into a "tong." Beesuse if he did 
not, then the other people who was jealous could put him out of 
business. So he joined one. In spite of that, many people were 
jealois of the success of the store. 

In those days San Francisco was a dark alley with secret 
underways and Chinatown was a rather spooky place with hatchet 
men loitering behind dark buildings ready to scalp the unfortunate 
ones whom they were waiting for. 

There happened to be a certain tong war raving in the city at 
that certain time. One of the hatchet man was looking for a certain 
mane Now it happened that the man they were looking for resembled 


this man very much. And to add greatly to the tragedy of the 
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whole thing the man they were looking for bore the same surname 4s 
this mane It seemed to be another one of those mistaken identity 
drama which we see so much in the movies. 

Only this happened in real life. 

Because everything was so "hot" as the Americans colledi ty 
the man left town until the whole matter calmed downe 

After everything had quieted down, he came back rather secret- 
ly. It had been said that during troublesome times like that, many 
{innocent persons had been killed because of mistaken identity. This 
man was fortunate. de escaped. Although he was not mixed up in 
any of the affairs, he had to leave town or else.. 

After that terrific seare, someone offered to buy the store. 
So the partners got together and held a meeting. ‘They decided to 
sell. They sold. 

At this time the young man had saved up some money. His 
mother wrote him many letters telling him to go back and get 
married. So the young man went back to g&t a bride. Of course, 
in those days the mother had to approve of the girl before she 
would allow her son to marry. 

There were two girls who were eligible to pecome the wife of 
this mane One was rather homely, and not too peautiful. The 
other was very young compared to the man's age. she was very 
well educated. 

Now it happened that the young girl did not like the man 
because he was too old. And the young man's mother did not like 
the young girl because she thought that the young girl was a little 
too well educated for the husband. The mother said that the other 


girl could be hore loyal eventhough she Was a little homely. 
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Now it was up to the boy to decide which was to be his mate. 
Soon it was decided that the homely one was to be the one. sees 
a lot of exchanging of gifts and cakes and a thousand little so 
called important things the young lady was engaged to the mane 

The dowry was to be settled and after everything was settled 
the man and woman wae ma reveds And as most married Chinese couples 
did, they came to California. 

And the next thing the nother was that she was buying diapers 
for the expectant child. It was a boy. In later years there followed 
in succession two more boys. 

Not a single "thousand dollar gold" in the whole load. 

After the birth of the third child, the mother was not very 
strong. ‘that was her last child. 

Almost the latter half of this man's present life was spent 
in the position as a clerk. He had been selling things to people. 
Also whenever the store wanted the window arranged, he was the one 
to be called to do it. It was a very easy thing for him to display 
a window. ‘The Chinese does not care whether a window is artisbically 
arranged orynot. As long as it is neatly arranged, then it is 
called a good job. Artistic taste and color combination has nothing 
to do with it. 

Now the two smaller sons grew Up and they looked so much 
slike that they could be mistaken for twins. They were of the 
game height and color. ‘The features were identical. But then they be- 
gan to grow up and one became fat. The other became slim. A sort 
of Laurel and Hardy affair, it seems. 

The oldest grew up and he gave his father no amount of trouble. 


He was always fighting in school. He was always in trouble. 
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There was a certain girl which he was quite interested in. In 
his apare time he phoned up to her and made fun of her. ‘The girl's 
father did not like it. And there was trouble until the boy's father 
took matter in his hands. , 

This man is sixty years of age. He wears glasses. He look 
stern and calm. But he really is a talkative and rather pleasant 
fellow to know. The wife is very economical. Always moving to a 
place with cheaper rent. 

Now they are settled in a quiet street in a little house, but 
“very comfortable. ‘The man is still working as a clerk in a clothes 
store. | 

And the wife do whatever she can do. But she usually stayed 
home and cleaned the house and cooked the meals. The oldest son 
worked for a woman for fifty cents an hour. He worked after school. 
So he had no time to go to Chinese school. 

Daring vacation he sold papers on the streets corners. 

You can't beat those Chinaman of the olden days. No matter 
what they may be they always went back to get married. And some- 
times the narriage ceremonies would take away all of their fortune 
which they had so carefully saved up for many years. So after they 
were married, they usually were just as rich as when they first 
started to work. 

This man was one of those who belonged in this certain class. 
He saved up a great deal of his money. After the dowry and the cost 
of the ceremony, he was just that much poorer. Many people if they 
could not put on a huge and elaborate affair would rather not be 
married. And if they did not put on a great affair then tongues 


will be wagging and saying and criticizing. (The typical Chinese stmos- 
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The man spent but little of his sime in Chins since he 
married. 

8o we think that America is the Niagara Falls to the Chinese 
married couple as the Falls, or rather, as Reno is to many married 
couples. (catch on?) 

Now the father wanted to son to become a good and honest 
young man. The boy is not really bad, but restless. He could 
not stay home and read. He wished to go out to play, to run, He 
needed an outlet for his abundance of energy. 

The father does not believe in strict cranky discipline. 

But he believes in good common sense. ivhen he thinks that the - 
boy did anything wrong, he does not hestitate to criticize. Other- 
wise the boy have guch liberty. 

‘Unee the boy had a fight with a school teacher. And he drew 
out a knife and the teacher almost fainted from fright. Once he 
stabbed a Filipino boy on the shoulder and was put into the deten- 
tion home for a few weeks. When he came out he was completely 
changed. 

There were times when the the expenses of the fanily were 
too great and there was not enough money: mathe mother went ont. 
to work and she locked the two little boxs fn their room antil 
the big brother came back from school and looked after them. 

And surprisingly they never got into any serious trouble. 

At that time they were quite small, too. 

But today the oldest son is really no the boy of the esrly 

days. His only regret was thatihe could not go to the Chinese 


school to study. 
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Sixty years of life this man had seen. 

Many more years he will see. 

1 often stared at other old men who were about to fall to 
péeces and break down at any moment. They were bent and crooked 
by the years of life they’ been through. Some were liked the living 
dead, so tired and weary they looked. 

But this man is not. He is strong and straight. Although 
his eyesight had been bothering him for sometime. He couldn't 
even remembered the last time that he fell sick. 

He said that anyone who take care of himself could not 
possibly fsll sick. 

As a boy he saw his father do hard land babor. He too helped 
a little in it. It seess as though we have to mention the word, 
farmer,whenever we write a Story about some Chinese men. But in 
the olden days the majority of the Chinese people were poor land 
folks. 

This man lkke many others had drifted away from the land 
and is now peacefully settled in the city. 


To him life begins at sixty. 
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In chemistry there is a law of gravity. In modern art there 
{s a law of unequal balance. In allcoantries there are law breakers. 
ve ji In everything there is a law of average. 
oo According to the law of average, quintuplets should occur 
| at the interval of so many thousandth year in this bewildered world. 
Despite the fact that we think law has nothing to do with it. 
So to do justice to the law of average, it is about time 
that our story of a boy or a young man ghould pop up again. And 
it does. 
Perhaps stories of younger persons are not as interesting 
or varied as those of older persons, but since variety is the spice 
of life, we have to write about men, women, boys, and girls. 
And so for the moment we will goncentrate on the story of 
this boy. 
Last year not so long ago he was hurt in an automobile accident. 
I first met this boy through my brother. He seemed to be a 
sort of a street boy without any worry or home. He was alone. 
At that time my prothenwas going to same school that he was going 
to. And they became great friends. At lunch time he came home 
with my brother. ‘That was when I first knew him. He is 4 Bent Shen 
fellow, but five feet four inches. His age is nineteen. He came 
to America in 1928. 
When I first knew him, he did not talk to me very much, but 
as time went on, we began to know each other better. 
And now he had decided to tell me the story of his life. 
Of course, a boy of nineteen could not have been through 
any interesting phrase of life. But nevertheless, the story he 


501d is not so terribly poring. 
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It must be getting monotonous by now to tell about someone 
who was g bad boy and a gambler. ie had talked so much about it. 
But because there is so much similiarity in the lives of so many 
people we could not avoid it. 

This boy was left by the stork in a little village in China. 
His mother and father were glad when he was born. This was their 
son. whe other two were girls. 

And the boy grew up in the enclosure of the tiny village. 
When he was of age the parents sent him to school. He was very 
irregular in his school work. He played games instead of going to 
school. He caused his parents no amount of trouble. 

In China he never worked. He spent his time in playing and 
cutting school. 

Now the parents decided to send the boy over here to the aunt 
and uncle who were living in San Francisco at the time. They thought 
that the boy could changed over here and become a good honest young 
mane 

Not so long ago we wrote a story about s young man who was 
sent over here for an indenticsal reason. Both were sent over because 
of their behavior. 

The boy was about fourteen when he landed in this country. 

He then lived with the aunt in the city of San Francisco. ke went 
to a school called i/ashington School while he was over there. He 
eut school and he played hookey and he put the aunt in a turmoil. 
She did not know what to do with him. 

The boy said, "It seems strange now, but when I think back, 
it is rather funny. I mean my cutting school. There was a group 


of boys who were of my same type. None of as wanted to study. 
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> "Often all of us would go down to the Wye wholesale store 
near the ferrybuilding and steal potatoes and fruits. ‘i¢ had done 
it many times and we were rarely caught. On those days too we 
would go down near the bay and fish. We fished the whole dayt longe 

"The school then sent police and men to my aunt's house to 
inquire why I was not at school at that time. And when I went home 
in the evening I slways said to my aunt thet I was busy with some- 
thing else. 

"One day the group of us were catching fish as usual. A police- 
man saw us and the whole group of us were put in the detention home. 
I stayed there overnight. The next morning my sunt came and bail me 
out. After that my aunt sent me over to Oakland. It was about 
19230 that I came over here. i worked at the Oakland Broom Company. 

“t worked there for a year and a half. ‘Then there was a fire 
and I left that place. At that time I was not going to school. 
Then through a teacher I got a school job. I went to school then. 
After school, I workea for this American woman. She paid me eight 
dollars a month. I slept at her house and I ate there CO06 

“rt worked for the woman for almost two years. She said I was 
the finest worker she hed ever hired. After.I finished with my work 
I always came down to Chinatown to finish my homework with some of 
my friends. Sometimes 1 stayed overnight at my friend's house. 

"The place where 1 worked was very far from Chinatown. And 
to come here and then go back again costed too much car fare. So 
I remained at my friend's house for the night. 

"My work was not very hard. 4 hed to serub the floors. wWwash 
the pots and pans and clean the house. ‘Sometimes I had to work in 


the garden with the gardener. 1! cut the grass and killed the weeds.. 
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3 "All the time that I was going to school, I aid not like it. 

I slept in the school rooms and never dia my work well. I was in 
the special oriental class. ‘he work was not herd, but 1 was not 

interested in it. All this time the money I earned | keep for my 

OWn spending. I did not let my aunt know where + was or what | was 
doing. She never had likea me anyway. 

"Then 1 began to make many friends in Chinatown. I met the 
parents of many of my friends. While I was in Vakland, I was all 
alone, as there were not a relative that knew who lived here. 

"Now traveling back and forth from where 4 worked to Oakland 
required a lot of car fare. I decided to buy a bicycle. 4 haa 
not the money. ‘The mother of one of my boy friends decided to lena 
me the money. And each month 4 had to pay her back little by little." 

But before he had the Opportanity to really enjoy the bicycle, 
Something happened to him. 

One day while taking one of his cuStumary trips around the 
lake he was: knocked anconeions by an automobile. He was immediately 
taken to the Highland Hospital for emergency treatment. The hospital 
attendants expected him to die. He got a terrible cut on his face 
and a part of his hesd was cracked open. “he first few dsys he was 
in a delirious mood. They Operated on him. Two of his teeth were 
knocked out. We went to him and the doctor told us that the. boy 
will probably die as the chances of getting well were very slight. 

It came as 4 complete Surprise to the doctors that the boy ever 
recovered. ost of the doctors expected him to die. The boy pro- 
bably retaliated and got well. Of course, the doctors would not 
operate on him unless he head the Signature of the father and the 


mother. And both of them were in China. The nearest relative is 
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the aunt. But she would not sign. ven in the moments of death the 


aunt showed no sign of affection. The doctor finally operated on the 
boy on their own decision. It was the only thing that they could do. 
The boy got well very quick. He was out of the hospital in a few 
weeks. When he came out he was very thin. He lost about ten pounds. 
But in a few weeks he was as strong as ever. “e did not seem to 
suffer any ill effects. 

Perhaps the most important thing that saved him from death 
was his marvelbus health. He was rarely sick in his life. He 
eats strange combinations of food and yet does not get sick. 

The bicycle, strangely enough, was not damaged much in the 
accident. One of the fenders was bent. Otherwise the bicycle 
was in good condition. Now after the accident the boy did not 
have any more courage to ride the bicycle. He sold it for fourteen 
doblars. ‘The original price was twenty-three dollars. He gave 
the money back to the woman who loaned it to him. After his recovery 
from the accident, he left his job and came to live the woman who 
loaned him the money to buy the bicycle. He helped her with the 
housework and he worked in fis time at the woman's store. 

Now this boy does not go to school anymore. “e says it is 
just a waste of time to him., So he quitted school and started to 
worke 

He is a very gay and carefree fellow. He rarely sleeps carly. 
Sleeps late at night :snd wakes up early in the morning. Yet he 
never complains about fatigue. Just loves to roll dices. He smokes 
cigars and cigarettes just like a man. Always joking and laughing. 
Very lazy in school work. Does not like to go to School or read books. 


Hates motion picture shows. Loves to play cards snd other games. 
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Rats a lot of ice cream. Drinks soda water by the bottle full. 

Loves to talk and talk and talk. ‘The Only time that he does not talk 
is when he had so mach food in his mouth that it is impossible for 
him to open his mouth. He never writes any letters back hone to his 
folks. Neither does ne receive any letters from them. Each seens 

to have forgotten the other's existence, 

fhe aunt in San Francisco had forgotten him completely. ‘The 
uncle comes over once in awhile to inquire about him. 

Now when the boy was in the hospital he did not have to pay 
&® single aw for his treatment. It was a public hospital. The 
doctor said that if he had hired a private physician, it would cost 
him many handred: of dollars. 

Wheat is his parents doing in China, he does not know. Do 
they care? He does not know. ihat are his plans of the future. 
de does not know. lieanwhile he will just go on hoping that everything 
would come out just ducky. 

He never saved his panes a The moment that he had some 
money he will come down to Chinatown-that was before he moved down 
here to live. And he will rolled dices with the Filipino. « boys 
until He lost all of his money. He does not care whether he had 
eng money or not. 

He does not have to send any money back to, his parents in China 
like most other Chinese. He does not worry avout his father and 
mother at ell. Rather anasual, we think. He had been here for over 
five years and he had never received a word from his parents. ‘They 
either forgot about him or else they don't eare or pine a hoot. 

He seems to be a sort of strange person. Rather alone anda 


at the same time not so. He makes friends very easily and naturally. 
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Here we have a boy, sent over to this country when quite 


young. dHe had been Over here for more than five years. And what 


had happened? Did he Change over as his mother hoped he would? 
Or is he still the same? 

In China he was a gay and carefree boy. In America he is a 
fay and carefree boy. In China he did not Study. In America he 
did not study. He is essentially the same boy now as before. Now 
Since he had not heard from his father and mother for go long, he 
Seemed to have forgotten that Reet tha in this world. ithere 
they are or what they are doing today he does not know at all. He 
does not care. 

Nineteen is not such a young age. He is a man now. And 
perhaps someday he will find out that the time he wasted now will 
not be obtainable again. Or perhaps he will forget his parents 
entirely, completely. 

But today is today. He does not care what the morrow may 
bring. Good or bad, he is resdy to face it. For the last few years 
of his life, he had been like a vagabond, going from one thing to 
another. From one place to another. ‘Without any worries or cares. 
fhis is the kind of life he had becn used to. This is the kind of 
life he likes. So he is living this kind of life today. 

Perhaps this is not the best piece of work we have done, but 
to borrow some of Abgaham Lincoln's philosophy we will say: 

We can write good stories some of the time; we can Ee 
stories all of the time: we can write aes stories well some of the 
time; bat we can not write all stories well all of time. 

And this is the one time in which the latter phrase holds 
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Jon Lee rewrite 


A Young Vagabond 
(former title-Just a Boy) 


To him, tomorrow is just another day, a moment of breathing 
all 
Atay that have gone by, it too will 
ntt he ee 


be gone, and thus another day hee Slipped into the oblivion 


and living, and then like 


of time. He has no care nor thought of the future. He is 
living for the present, and whatever hed happened in the past 
or will happen in the future has no place in his attitude of 
living. Today is today, what cares he of what tomorrow may 
bring? Success, failure? He is ready to face them as he 
already had for so long a time. This is the way he has lived, 
the life he has been used to, the kind of living he likes. So 
today he goes from one place to another, without any worries 
of what will happen to him. Like a young vagabond he is, gay 
carefree, irresponsible, thoughtless. 

My first meeting with him came with a casual introduction 
when my brother presented me to him. At that time he was 
attending the same school where my brother went to, and he 
became a close friend. Sometimes he came home with my brother 
and had lunch with us. And as 4 became better acquainted with 
him, 1 was able to know him with a more intimate knowledge. 

I was able to know different aspects of his life, his way of 
living, his extravagant spending of money, and his complete 
lack of care about security of home and money. 1 remember once 
when we were having dinner together, and we were takking about 


the folks in China. He ssid then, If my parents look to me 


for support, they will starve to death. I give no care to 
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them at all. The last time that I have sent money back to 
them was during the New Year four years ago. Since then, I 
have sent nothing back home." He said this without any bitter- 
ness or hatred of his parents, but in a very cagual and common | 
tone of voice, as if paca, "Perhaps it might rain tomorrow." 

And as + became still better acquainted with him, I 
found out that that was his way he looked at life. He feels 
that hells not responsible to anyone, not even hic parents. 
Everything he makes is for himself and not for anyone else. 
Whatever he loses, he loses because of himself, and not for 
someone else. ‘This explains his fond love of gambling, his 
reckless spending of money just for the fascination of it, and 
not because of hecessity for doing so. 

"I feel that a day is not complete without some sort of 
gambling," he explained. "Even if 1 do not win, I get a thrill 
just in the mere fun of losing. Il can think of no better way 
to lose money and at the same time not regret it than in gam- 
bling. Somedays 1 go broke, but 1 do not regret it. Just 
aS soon as 1 have enough money, 4 gamble again." 

Money goes freely through his hands. And slthough he 


himself 
supports with the money he earns, he does not have a single 


cent ~ up, even though he makes more than he uses. But he 
has no regrets for his extravagances. "lioney is for spending," 
he used to tell me. "What use is it to hide it away. i don't 
think 1 shall ever die of starvation. Whenever 1 need money, 

lL ean always get it." 


Ever since he has been in America he has never once 


worried about money. . 
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That is to say from the time he was fourteen to now he 
had always taken care of himself. it was this independence 
of his part that finally separated him from his aunt with 
whom he used to live with. 

He was bat a youngied of fourteen when he landed in this 
country. He went to the Washington School to study, but as he 
recalls it now, most of his study was done out of the precinct 
of the school ground. Never was his heart really interested 
in acquiring an education, and constantly as he sat in the 
enclosure of the schoolroom his mind wandered off into distant 
dreaming, thinking of the life of freedom and abandon which 
his heart was set on. Eventually he began to cut school, first 
once a week, then twice, and there were times when he was misso 
ing school for an entire week. There was a group of boys at 
the school who encouraged him to continue with his absence 
from the schoolroom, and soon he found himself a leader of 
these boys, the one who planned what to do and when to do it. 

Often the whole group would go down to the storehouses 
nesr the ferry and steal fruits and vegetables in great quan- 
tities. Or if they tired of that, the boys would go fishing 
on the bay. This sort of life was just what the boy wanted, 
and he had his good time in reckless stealing, and in the 
long hours of fishing nesr the edge of the bay. But this 
life wf ease sson came to an end when the aunt discovered 
what the boy did. She did her best to put the boy on the 
right path, but all to no avail. The more she talked to hin, 


the more he disobeyede Knowing that further talk was of no 
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use, she finally gave up. Bitter arguments flew back and forth 
between them, and at times when the boy became intensely mad, 
he would say to the aunt, "After all, you are not my mothers" 

Then as the boy continued to spurn her advice, the aunt 
left the boy alone. "Whatever you do now, I sm not responsible 
for it," she told him one day. | 

Although she no longer gave her advice to the boy, she 
still had him living in her hause. However, that soon came 
to an end, and the boy had to go to work. 

One day as he and the group boys were fishing in the bay, 
& policeman came upon them. Everyone was caught and taken to 
the detention home. The boy stayed there overnight, and was 
freeithe next morning by his aunt. 

"There is no more use for you to waste your time in school," 
she said to him. "Better that you go find a job and make use 
of yourself." In an angry mood the boy stormed out of the 
house, determined that he was never going back to live with 
his sunt. 

He got his first job in a broom factory. When the factory 
burned down, he was unemployed. He found employment again 
when through the aid of & school teacher, he was hired for 
an after school job. His wages were eight dollars a month, 
room and board included. At this time he went back to school 
again, joining @ special class which was only for orientals 
who did not ag ise English very well. During the two years 
that he was employed in his school job, he worked hard, and 


he went to school regularly. Since he had left his aunt and 


had come over to Oakland to work and live, he was separated 
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from the bad influence of the group of boys he used to go 
with. He was a little surprised at himself to discover that 
he went to school regularly, that he slept at regular hours, 
end that his heart was no more yearning for a reckless and 
unstable way of living. In fact he did his work so well that 
his employer praised his work. 

Since the boy was employed at a residence far away from 

Chinatown, he came down there often, and many times he stayed 
overnight at the house of some of his friends. 

His job was not a hard one. He was a houseboy. He scrubbed 
floors, washed the pots and pans, and cared for the house in 
general. There were times when he had the opportunity to 
aid the gardemer with his work. He cut the grass, killed the 
weeds, and helped in the planting of bulbs and seeds. 

If he had continued with this way of living, perhaps today 

he will not be a wandering vagabond who roams the street of 
Ghinatowne But his love of freedom came back to him after two 
years of steady work as a houseboy. More and more he came down 
to Chinatown until he began bo neglect his work. At first the 
employer ssid nothing to him. Then when the boy began to take 
advantages because of the generosity of the employer, the woman 
finally called his attention to his neglect of the house. The 
poy knew that he was in the wrong, but he refused to admit it. 

Just when the woman was about to fire him from his job, 
something happened to the boy that made it unnecessary for her 
to tell him. | 

The boy had bought a bicycle which he used to travel 


pack and forth from Chinatown to his placé of employment. 
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One night while he was returning to his place of employment 
he got caught in the middle of a traffic jams Out from nowhere 
an automobile rushed toward him. When he regained consciousness 
he saw the white hospital walls around him. He was hurt so 
badly that the &octors expected him to die. His face was ent 
with a deep gash, and his head had a Serious wound. The first 
few days in the hospital were like a haunting dream. He was 
delirious. Sometimes in the night he moaned and uttered strange 
sounds which frightened the roommates nearbye 

It was a complete Surprise to the doctors that he got well. 
When he came out of the hospital, he was very gaunt, for he had 
lost ten pounds of good healthy flesh. But he quickly regained 
everything he lost, and in a few weeks, he was back to his 
normal self. 

He sold his bicycle for fourteen dollars, for he no longer 
hsd any courage to ride it anymore. 

A change came over him after he recovered from his sccident. 
He left his place of employment. He left school. He went to 
live in the house of the woman who loaned him money to buy his 
bicycle. She had a little grocery store, and he helped her 
deliver goods to the customers. 

However his heart was not on his work. When the money 
came to him on payday, he would start directly for the gambling 
houses, and in a few short hours, he would either lose everything, 
or perhaps when he was lucky, he would win. Whenever he lost, 

he would continue to play, striving to win back what he lost. 


Whenever he won, he wonld play on, Brying to win still more. 
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I have played poker with him many times, and + have seen 
him missed lunch, dinner, to play a poker game. I have seen 
him go on for weeks at a time with but three or four hours of 
itaae each night, and yet he seems not to suffer any i111 effects. 

He has a very bad habit of staying up till all hours of 
dawn. Unce when someene said to hin, "This terrific pace of 
living will kill you someday," he answered laughingly, "I have 
been living like this for so long. And 1 have suffered no ill 
effects." And sie dismissed the advice as ridiculous. 

Andttoday he goes on in @ carefree and unworried manner. 
Goes to bed late, wakes up early, and yet never complains about 
fatigue. Hnjoys all varieties of Bambling, mah jong, poker, 
dice, nickel machine, d@minoes, blackjack. He rather loses 
his money in gambling jast for the fun of it than to send it 
back to his parents who really need it. He says that he never 
intends to be married. "There is too much good fun for the 
Single person," he said. "I csnnot picture myself as one who 
will have a femily to ##ffpHFH support.” 

The strangest thing about him is that he gives not a single 
thought to his parents. Ever since he came to America, he had 
never once written a letter back to them. Neither does he 
receive any letters from them, for his parents know that he 
will not answer them anyway. 

He does not know what his parents are doing now. He has 
no plans for the future. All he hopes for is that everything 
will turn out for the best. 


He makes friends very easily and quickly, for he is one 
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who makes himself familiar to strangers. 

Five years he has been here already, and during this short 
period of time, what has happened to him. 

In Ghina he was a gay and carefree boy, and in America he 
is still the same. In China he did not study, and in America 
he did not study. He has forgotten that his parents exist in 
the world, since he has been separated from them. Where they 
are, or what they are doing, he does not know, and does not care. 

And today he goes on with his untroubled way of living. 
What the future holds for him is questionable, but he is sure 
that whatever it is, he is ready to face it and conquer it. 


Meanwhile, like 2 vagabond, he wanders everywhere, content to 


let tomorrow takes care of itself. 
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Women Hater | 


a? ; | "Women are poison. Just gold diggers, sll of them." This ig 
the opinion of this young man. Whenever he talked about women that 
was precisely what he said. All of this sudden hating was brought 
about because of his unhappy relationship with a young lady. 

It happened about four and a half years ago. 

At that time he was about twenty-six years of age. He was 
working as a chauffeur at the house of a rich lady. Very rich. 

All he had to do was to drive the lady of the house to wherever 
She wished and to drive her home whenever she wished. He was working 
for about a year and half for this ledy before he met the young girl 
with whom he fell in love. | 

Before he met this girl he Spent his spare time resding at 
home and going to the picture shows. But when he met this girl he 
spent his time, all of his time at the girl's house whenever possi- 
ble. 

At that time the girl was in her last year of high school. 

At night she went to the house next door to Study. The young man 
would wait at the girl's house until she came back. He was in love. 
Often in his spare time he took the woman's car and took 
the young girl on automobiles rides. ‘The girl's small brother went 

along too and 80 they took a ride. 

His acyuaintance with this girl lasted for many months. The 
parents weme awared all of the time that the young man was very 
interested in their daughter. 

The parents approved of him because he seemed to be a nice 
sort of a man. He was healthy and he aid not gamble nor did he 
smoke very much. So the pernets let their daughter continuedher 


acquaintance with the nice young man. 
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On Saturdays he took her and her little Sisters to the picture 
Shows. And on Hokidays he drove the mother and the father over to 
the city to see the stage shows. Soon it was apparent to everyone 
that the young man's interest in the girl was more than a casual 
friendship. He wished to marry her. He did not speak of it to 
the girl or to the parents because he was not sure whether the girl 
loved him or not. But the parents and the girl knew that it wonla 
come sooner or later. 

On a certain Christmas he gave the girl a jade heart connected 
with a heavy solid gold chain which was guaranteed not to turn green. 
The girl knew then and there that he wished to marry her. ‘The girl 
liked him a lot. So did the parents. 

On days when he was not busy he talked to the Zirl on the 
phone for an hour or two. 

Soon he was interested in the girl thet he conld not wear 
to be separated from her. He left his job aS a chauffeur and went 
to work in Chinatown so he could be close to the girl. Every single 
night he went to visit her and Stayed till about midnight. 

4h, here the downfall of our hero began to fall. He became 
an enthusiastic gambler of the first degree. Late in the night he 
gambled into the morning. His eyes became swollen and red., He 
was losing weight and vitality. 

He lost interest in the girl. The girl was bewildered and did 
not understand the sudden coldness of her beau. It couldn't be the 
weather because it was spring and there was romance in the air. 

The young man continued with wasteful life for many months. 
Now it happened that he was living in Chinatown with another woman. 


An o1d woman. .This woman was a very close friend of the girl's 
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either’ This 014 woman noticed the time that the man came home at 
night and she noticed his habits and she told the mother that he wags 
not fitted to become the husband of the daughter. 

So the girl and the boy had a little talk and the young man 
became mad. He said that he would cause 9 Scandal that will shoek 
the town. The Birl said that she will 8ive him another chance if 
he will not Squander his time awaye 

For a moment it seemed as if the two lovebirds could be re- 
Counciled, but the man continued with his waste of time. Ana then 
the psrents and the daughter knew definitely that the man wonld 
never change. The man was not formally engaged to the young lady. 
So the parents told him not to seé the young lady snymore. Because 
of this the man began to gamble more ana more. Soon he was like 
@ ghost becsuse he was so thin. 

He did not see the Sirl for a week or two. But once in awhile 
-he tried to talk to nee On the streets. And he made her gavé him 
back the jade heart which he gave to her on a certain Christmas day. 
That little act meant that he was formally washed up with her, 

The girl Said that just because she gave the heart back to 
her does not mean that she did it herself and that he asked her 
for it. 

That romance of his vanished away like a Soap bubble. And 
Since then he was no longer interested in anyone who boasted the 
sex of Bye. 

fhe man told this Story wWecause of the fact that I told him 
that we do not have to mention any names. He said, "If that's the 
case, then you can write about it.” 


SO we wrote it. 
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Another reason why he moved out to Oakland was because of the 
fact that the persons whom he worked for lost a large amount of 
money on Wabl Street. Stocks. And because of that and his love 
for the girl he moved out to Oakland. 

Now today he is no longer interested in girls. He is content 
to remain just what he is. He is no longer interested in girls. 

This is just an important incident in his life. 

Now to tell about the early life of this young man. 

It was in China that he first saw the light of day. He got 
a brother over here in America who was working in the vegetable 
business. He had been working at it for a long time. His brother 
was older than him by four years. And his mother is living in Chins 
today. The father is dead. Died four years ago. In China. 

He was born in @ village. After a few years of studying he 
came over to this country about sixteen or seventeen. He went to 
school to learn the English language. Of course, he did not go 
to the junior or senior high school. He was interested only if 
he could learn enough to hold him through a business career. 

After getting out of school, he worked. When he was about 
nineteen or twenty he went into a ranch in the country to work. 

He learned how to drive a truck. He gave it up though. And then 
he became a translater for a certain Chinese doctor. He worked 

at that for quite a few years. All of this time he was saving up 
his money. When he came out to Oakband to work, he helped his 
brother drive the track. And every morning he got up early and 
worked till about six o'clock. Then he got his job as a chauffeur 
for the rich Berkeley wonan. He got about one hundred and fifty 


WRK 
dollars a month. And besides his room and food was provided to 
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him. It was not such a bad job, everything considered. Now the 
people with whom he was working for were stock holders, They were 
put into the rich class tecause they believed in stocks. At this 
time the young man had avout one thousand dollars saved up in the 
bank. Now those American people were always urging him to buy 
Stocks. First the young man was Very cautidbus and he paid no heea 
to their talk. But finally he was influenced by these people and 
they recommended a certain company that sold stocks. They young 
man bought some. iiisely he did not spend his entire anount in 

the stocks. 

Then came the crash. Both the man and the people who employed 
him suffered. Fortunes were wiped away. “he man was discharged from 
his work and then he came to Chinatown. 

It was here that he met a young girl whom he had to give ap 
later. After his separation from her he was interested in a woman. 
It was only after his relationship with this woman that he definitely 
gave up women for good. 

After his separation from the young girl he was in a rather 
and ghoomy appearance. In mood. He did not care whst happened to 
him. 

He then met this: zola digging woman. 


ve sometimes think that perhaps we had been a little too 
frank in our articles. Perhaps we had talked too guch and too 
freely. At other times we have 3 guilty suspicion that we had 
not told enough. Perhaps we ought to tell more. However, oar 


aim is to tell things as they are and not modify it ih anyway what- 


soever. 
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This is anlage of freedom. An age of knowledge. An‘ age of 
education. Little by little we are drifting away from the super- 
stittons of the older days. iie are beginning to glimpse the light 
of a new era. 

The grandmothers of hhe olden days fainted because they 
happened to glimpse a man exposing his bare chest. Or perhaps it 
was the tight corsets. 

Today we have no time to hide behind false modesty. We must 
face facts no matter how unpleasant they may be. It is only this 
way that we can understand things intelligently. 


Subjects which were once tabooed as unclean and vulgar are 


now discussed with the greatest of nonchalance. ie are all familiar 


by now that life is not one pleasant journey to the grave. ie know 
that underneath the veneer which we called society there lurkg vice, 
horror, tragedy, and heart aches. 

We know that society scorns upon crime, disorganization, lust 
and unpleasant subjects. But these rolled on through the ages 
because they are human nature itself. 

We will tell a little episode about the life of this man. 

It is not told by the man himself, but by a person which we will 
not define as who. 

Since we are not mentioning any names it seems perfectly 
harmless if we tell about this episode. Our only hope is that 
this artidle would not get into the hands of anyone who knows this 
mane 

The man was discouraged because he lost the young girl. He 
took up drinking. He became a drunk. His brother tried everything 


in his power to set the man right again. He failed. 
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“As fate would have it, he met a gold digger. She was said to 
have belong to msny man before. But now she was setting a trap for 
another. And this man was the goat. The victin. 

Those women had a way of their own. ‘Soon she had the man 
around her fingers. iieaning she had absolute control over him. 

She saw the man once a week. And the man had to pay her a certain 
amount of money every month. Forty Dollars. | 

This had been going on for almost two years. ‘The man is a 
wreck. Another one of the many who fell because of women. 

Foolish. 

Now this woman was but twenty-five or twenty-six years of 
age. She had jewels and money from the man. Often she went to 
san Francisco and stayed there for one whole week. She came back 
once a week to the man. And every month she collected. Every cent. 
And the man, fool that he is, paid it, too. 

Every night she gathered with a group of friends and played 
mah jong. They played till one or twoco'clock in the early dawn. 

The man could not do anything sbout it. He is not married 
to the lady. 

The woman is carefree. A sort of a gay divorcee. 

The man is drunk. A sort of polooka. 

Together they are an odd couple. Separated each is still 
ddd. 

Now this woman had collegted a great deal of diamonds and 
jewelry from her former beaux. Angi whenever she needed money all 
She had to do was to take any of the jewels she was tired of and 
seal it. 


Soon she got tired of this man. 


Then they began to quarrel. For a whole month the woman did 
not see the man. Then the man tried everything in his power to 
make the @an come back. She finally came back to hin. 

About a year ago the woman left for China, She sold all of 
her jewels and property and took all of the money with her back 
to China, She is not coming bagk anymore. 

In China she went around from one man to anothet. She is 
a fast worker. She got jewels from them. She got money from then. 
She haa been married many times, but not legally divorced. Once 
it was said that she almost started a tong war because she left 
a certain man for another mane 

And the new Lothario had to pay over to the former man four 
hundred dollars before the other let the woman go over to him. 

She was just like a piece of merchandise. She was sold from one 
to the other. 
Today the man had learned his lesson. He avoided women. 
At last he had become wise to himself. Before it was too late. 
And he is oo gone his best to lead a good and wholesome life again. 


He had stopped playing the part of a "sucker." 
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7 Ka WL A Life's Sto 
\o Of eX ve = na 
__ Here at Hist is the story that wevywish to write for a long 
tiles, A story of a person who had never set foot, nor hani 
{ neither,) in America, A story told to us by a native of 
\ wor China, A simple story of an aversge person living an ordin- 


YS ary life. 


And because the story is so simple we have to start with a 
village, the birthplace of this woman, The home of this 


on woman. 
A village is a vital part of the lives of the Chinese, It 


is there where most of them are born, It is the birthplace, 
the home, and often the grave for many. From a village the 
the inhabitants wandered away, some to far away cities, others 
to foreign lands, But occasionally, there are some who 
spent their whole lives in the little villages. They 

heard about the glamour of the foreign lands, the richness 
and the business opportunities that are opened to those 

who wished them. But they had never had the privileges 

to see the actual facts themselves. Some of these old 
villagers had sons or daughters over here in America. 
Through the letters that the sons and daughters wrote home, 
the old folks were able to picture what America was like, 


Today in a village in Canton, an old woman, who is now 
approaching eighty-nine years of age, is anxiously waiting 
for the day in which she could see the sons and daughters 
who had left her so long ago to come over to this land to 
work to return to their homeland. The old woman knew that 
at that age anything could happen. Death was just around 
the corner. She wanted to see all of her children before 
she passed away. 


Almost seventy years ago, a woman married, She had thirteen 
children. Of that number three are in the United States 
today. One is dead. So there are twelve who are alive” 
still. Everyone of the twelve children are married and 

all have children. And these children married and have 
children of their own, 


Out of these twelve children seven are boys and five are 
girls. The youngest child today is a married woman of thirty- 
three, She had been in America since she married her 

husband eleven years ago. Today she has four children, One 
girl and three boys. 


Her mother who is eighty-nine years old now wrote her many 
letters telling her to go back whenever possible. And the 
woman regretted the facet that she does not have enough 
money to go back, When she go back she wants to come back 
again. Just to go back to see her mother and then come back 
again seems to be a waste of time and money. She does not 
‘want to go back to live. And she does not want to take» 
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Page #2 70 
' K Life's Story 


her children back to China either, because of the expenses. 
And her husband could not go because he will have to give 
up his job. He is afraid that if he comes back again, he 
will not be able to find another position. 


It was five years ago that this woman made up her wind to 

go back. Always her plans never came to be carried out 
because of financial troubles. And as the years went by 

she said to herself that someday she will truly go back and 
see her aged mother. And now the realization is still in 
her mind and she does not know what to do. She does not even 
know when it would be possible for her to go back to her 

land to see her old mother. 


The woman can not afford to take her family back and live 
there. Her husband may not be able to find a job. Besides 
-at the present time conditions back there are not so good. 
If the woman had money she would go back alone and then come 
back here again. As it is she can not afford to do it. 

If she could, she would have gone back long ago. 


And so for the present time the plans of the woman are 
forgotten in her worries. 


The old woman in China today is almost blind. Many years 
ago her eyesight began to fail her, but it was only during 
the last year or so that the woman realized how serious 

her troubles were. And because of her failing eyesight and 
her Old age, the old woman is worried that perhaps she would 
never have a chance to see her sons and daughters return. 
Almost every six months she would write a letter to her 
youngest daughter urging the daughter to go back and see her. 


When the old woman was young, she married a young man who 
lived in a nearby village. The husband was quite well 
educated but not brilliant. And the result of this marriage 
was thirteen children. The man had thirteen children, but 
he does not like children. He did not show any affection 
toward them. As long as the children did not get in his 
way or bother him, then the man could be said as to be 

quite calm, but once let anyone of the children bothered 
him while he was working or occupied, that child could 
considered himself lucky if he isn't killed. 


The third child, who jis)a boy, was almost killed because 
of the quick anger of the father. Today the third child is 
full-grown man almost sixty. He still remembera that blow 
his father gave him with the old wooden pipe. 


As he said, "I always think that my brains were affected 
by the hard cruel blow of my father, So I always said that 
the reason why I am not a howling success is because my 
brains were killed when I was little. 
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When the children grew up, the father retired and let the 
children supported him. The sons set aside a certain amount 
of their money each month for the family's expenses. 


But the second son soon came to America. For business 
opportunities of course. Because he liked America so much 
he urged his brother, who is smaller and younger, to come 
over here too, 


He did. He married in America and all of his children 
are born in California, 


The youngest child in the family(meaning the family with 
thirteen children) was greatly influenced by the letters 
that her brothers wrote home to her. She had a burning 

desire to see what America was like, 


And her desire came true because of her marriage to an American- 
born Chinese. Her husband then brought her over to this 
country. That was almost fifteen years ago. Fifteen long 
years, it seemed to her. And now she had a great desire 

to go back to see her mother, 


The old mother had spent almost her entire life in the 
little village. The only outside places that she had 
ever been to were a few neighborly places when she went 
to visit her friends, 


She is satisfied to be a grandmother, Whenever anyone of 
her children had children whe was unusually happy. Today 

she is the grandmother of countless children. She is also 
the great grandmother of a few children, And she is the 
mother of twelve children who are still alive today. And 

she considered herself as a proud mother, grandmother, great- 
grandmother, For who else could boast of such a record 

as her? So we do not blame her for being proud, 


When she was a little girl, she had very little education 
but enough to read a little in the newspaper, 


But what did she care about education. The most important 
to her was to be a wife and a mother, 


The husband then built a house for the newly wedded wife. 
It was a two story wooden building, but to the wife it 
was a palace, a dream house. 


She devoted her life to her children. She told them 
stories that were told to her by her mother. She taught 
them with the lessons the best she could. She took care 

of the children and saw to it that they developed into nice 
young men and ladies, 


The husband was a farmer. His-father owned many acres of 
jJand and when he died, he divided the land equally among 
the sons, The husband, who is the second son married, and 
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he took the wife to live with him in his land. There he 
toiled year after year. And when his sons grew up they 
helped with the work too. Each year there were two important 
things. The summer crop and the fall crop. During the 
harvest time everyone in the family went out to help. 

And after the crop is gathered up and sold, the entire 
family settled down for a few months of rest. They did not 
have to work then and the money that they received for the 
erop was enough to last them for those few months, 


Then one by one the sons and daughters got married. Some 
stayed in China. Others migrated to foreign lands. 


But the old woman stayed in the little village day after 
day, year after year. Her husband died when he was sixty 
years of age. But the woman had many sons who provided 
her with foods and money. Meanwhile the number of sons ari 
daughters who had children of their own began to increase 
its number. And the old woman was a proud grandmother. 


This old woman had many grandsons in America, But so 
far only one had been back to see her. This boy is the son 
of the woman's second son, 


He went back four years ago. The grandmother wrote many 
letters urging that she would like to see one of her grand- 
sons. And this boy was one chosen to go back to see the 
grandmother, 


He was twelve years old when his father sent him back, 
He stayed in China for four years and then he came back 
again. 


The boy's story is as follow: 


"When I went back, grandmother was completely blind. 
Whenever she wished to go anywhere I always hed to lead 
her or someone else had to lead her. In spite of the fact 
that she was blind she could do many things. She could 
find her way around the house. She could light a candle 
and she went to her room without any help. It was only 
when she went out that someone had to lead her. I was 

the first grandson from America that had ever gone back to 
see her. Grandmother was very happy. When I arrived in 
the village where my grandmother lived. I was very sur- 
prised. It was so different from America. The streets 
were about three yards wide. 


"The streets were filled with waste material and refuse 
that the villagers threw out. But soon I had to get used 
to.it. 


"Grandmother treated me very-nice. Everyday she had a 
special dish cooked for me. And she gave me money to buy 
candies and cakes. 
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A Lifets Story 


"My unele, who is the first son of my grandmother, was 
married. His wife died and he married another woman. That 
woman was always fighting with grandmother. She was always 
quarelling with grandmother. I remembered many times she 
made grandmother [ecried; I dotnot like that woman, 


"Father used to send money back to grandmother and this woman 


opened her letters and kept the money herself. She did 
that for a long time before anyone found it out. But the 
husband of this woman was very nice. He was not like the 
wife. I wondered why he ever stayed married to her. That 
woman used to live with grandmother in the same house, 

But when I went back she and my uncle had to go to the 
old house and I lived in the new house with grandmother 
and the son of my uncle. The old house was just a bloek 
away from the new house, 


"Une&e owned a store in the village. People came and buy 
goods from him on credit. Some people owned him money 

and never paid the bills. “ince most of the people were 
elose friends it was hard to tell them to pay. The store 


“did not make much money. 


"Grandmother spent most of her days resting out in the 
sun. Sometimes some old women came to visit her and they 
sat around the yard talking about business and America, 
The talked for hours like this, 


"Village life is so different from city life. Everything 
is so leisurely done. There everyone seemed to be closer 
to nature. Everyone is a part of nature, 


"When I came back to California, grandmother regretted to 
see me gO. She told me to tell my father that she wished 
to see him go back. My father wanted to go back but could 
not for the same reasons that my aunt could not, 


"I want to go back to China again. I never had a chance 
to really see the big cities. The next time I go, I would 
surely visit the cities for a more careful inspection." 


Now the youngest child in the family of thirteen is called 
"lai goo." She is the aunt of this boy. : 


She had been in America ever since she married, Always 
she wished to go back but because of circumstances she had 
never been able to go beyond talking about the trip. 


The years passed by quickly. The old mother was getting 

to be older and older. And the desire of the lai goo became 
acute. She is hoping that someday somehow she will have the 
opportunity to return to the village where she was born 

and see her mother, ‘ . 


She said, "You know how those old women are. If they want 
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A Life's Story 


Page #6 
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something they want it, I would like very much to go 


back, But it is next to impossible, 


here. My children are going to school, 
upset if the whole family is to go back, 
I would go back for a trip but I could not 


really do not know when I would be able to go," 


The old woman in China is waiting, waiting, 
ago she remebered Saying goodbye to her sons 
who were leaving China to come to America, 
eyesight then. As the boat sailed away the 
her eyes. Now she is actually blind and eve 
and daughters returned to the village, 


sons and daughter were near to her. 


My husband is settled 
All these will be 
If I had the money 
afford it. I 


Many years 
and daughters 
She had her 
tears blinded 
n if the sons 


the old woman would 
not know what they look like. But she would know that her 


She would be happy. 


Will she ever live to see the day when her children shall 


go back and paid their respects to her? 
tell. We think that anyone who had been 
grandmother, and great-grandmother r 


happiness, Yes, she really does, 


Time alone will 
a mother, a 
eally deserved some 
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Here last is the story that we wigh to write for a long 
time. A story of a person who had never set foot, nor hand neither, 
in America. A story told to us by a native of China. A simple 


story of an average person living an ordinary life. 


And because the styry is a Ae. story we have to start 


with a village, his woman. fhe home of this 


woman. 


part of the lives of the Chinese. It 


is there where mgst |g? 


| 


home, ften/ he grave for manye rom a little village the 


them are born. It is the birthplace, the 


inhabitents wandered away, some to far away cities, others to 


foreign But occasionally, there are some who spent their 
whole lives in the little villages. ‘hey heard about the glamour 
of the foréign lands, the richness and the business opportunities 
that are opened to those who wished them. But they had never had 
the privileges to see the actual facts themselves. Some of these 
old villagers had sons or daughters over here in America. Through 


the letters that the sons and daughters wrote home, the old folks 


were able to picture what America was like. 


Today in a village in Canton, an old woman, who is now approach- 
lo 


ing eighty-nine years Sho. age, is anxiously waiting for the day in 
which she could see the sons and daughters who had left her so 
long ago to come over to this land to work to return to their home- 
land. ‘The old woman knew that at that age anything could happen. 
Death was just around the corner. She wanted too see all of her 
Children before she passed away. 

Almost seventy years ago, a woman married. She had thirteen 


children. Of that number. three are in the United States today. 
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One is dead. So there are twelve who are alive Still. Everyone 
of the twelve children are married and all have children. And these 
children married and have children of their own. 

Out of these twelve children seven are boys and five are girls. 
The youngest child today is a married woman of thirty-three. She 
had been in America since she married her husband eleven years ago. 
Today she has four children. One girl and three boys. 

Her mother who is eighty-nine years old now wrote her many 


letters telling her to go back whenever possible. And the woman 


“regretted the fact that she doesnot have enough money to go back. 


When she zo back she want@i to come back again. Just to ZO back 
to see her mother and then come back again seems to be a waste of 
time and money. She does not want to Z0 back to live. And she 
does not want to take her children back to China either, because 
of the expenses. And her husbsnd could not Z0 because Be will 
have to give up his job. He is afraid that if he comes back 
again,he will not be able to find another position. 

It was five years ago that this woman aadebp her mind to go 
back. Always her plans never came to be carried out because of 
financial troubles. And as the years went by she said to herself 
that Someday she will truly edbeck and see her aged mother. And 
now the realization is still in her mind and she does not know 
What to do. She does not even Eaceenan it would be possible for 
her to go back to her land to see her old mother. 

: The woman can not afford to take her family back and live 
there. Her husband may hot be able to find g00d job. Besides 
at the present time conditions back there are not so good. If the 


woman had money she would wotrere—to go back alone and then come 
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} back here again. As it is she can not afford to do it. If she 


coula, She would have gone back long ago. 

And so for the present time the plans of the woman gst for- 
gotten in her worries. 

fhe old woman in China today is almost blind. Many years 
ago her eyesight began to fail her, but it was only during the last 
year or so that the woman realized how serious her troubles were. 
And because of her failing eyesight and her old age, the old woman 
is worried that perhaps she would never have a chance to see her 
Sons and daughters return. Almost every six months she would write 
a letter to her youngest daughter urging the daughter to go back and 
see her. 

} When the old woman was young, she married a young man who lived 
in a nearby village. ‘The husband was quite well educated but not 
brillant. And the result of his marriage was thirteen children. 
fhe man had thirteen children, but he does not like children. He dia 
not show any affection toward them. As long as the children did not 
get in his way or bother him, then the man could be said as dpe 


quite calm, but once let anyone of the children bothered him while 


he was working or occupied, that child could considered himself lucky 


if he isn't ki11% 


7 ” 


The third child, who is a boy, was almost kill because of the 


4 
quick anger of the father. Today the third child is full .grown 


man almost sigty. He still remember that blow his father gave him 


with the old wooden pipe. 

As he said, "I always think that my brains were affected by 
the hard cruel blow of my father. So I always said thet the reason 
why I am not a howling success is because my brains were killed when 


I was little. 
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When the children grew up, the father retired and let the children 
Supported him. The sons set aside a certain amount of their mone each 
month for the family's expenses. 

| But the seconé son soon came to America. for business opportunies 
of course. Because he liked America so much he urged his brother, who 
is smaller and younger, to come over here too. 

He did. He married in America and all of his children are born 
in California. 

The youngest child in the family (meaning the ‘amily with 
thirteen children) was greatly influenced by the letters that her 
brothers wrote home to her. She had a burning desire to see what 
America was like. 

And her desire came true because of her marriage to an Americah- 
born Chinese. Her husband then brouzht her over to this country. 

That was almost fifteen years ago. Fifteen long years, .it seemed 
to her. And now she had a great desire to go back to see her mother. 
fhe old mother had spent almost her entire life in the little 


ae 
village. The only outside places that she had ever been to fs 


9 


a few neighborly places when she went to visit her friends. 

she is satisfied to be a grandmother. jihenever anyone of her 
children had children she was unusually happy. Today she is the 
grandmother of countless children. She is also the great grandmother 
of a few children. And she is the mother of twelve children who 
are still alive today. And she considered herself as a proud mother, 
grand mothér, great grandmother. “or who else could boast of such 
a record as her? 650 we do not blame her for being proud. 

When she was a little girl, she had very little education 


but enough to read a little in the newspaper. 
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But what did she care about education. The most important to 
her was to be a wife and a mother. 

The husband then built a house for the newly wedded wife. It 
was a two story wooden building, but to the wife it was a palace, 

a dream house. 

She devoted her life to her children. She told them stories 
that were told to her by her mother. She taught them with the 
lessons the best she could. She took care of the children and 
saw to it that they developed into nice young men and ladies. 

The husband was a farmer. His father pant acres of land 
and when he died, he divided the land equally Beg- anong the sons. 
The husband, who is the second son married,and he took the wife 
to live him RY in his land. There he toiled year after year. 

And when his sons grew up they helped with the work too. Each 

year there were two important things. The summer crop and the 

fall crop. During the harvest everyone in the family went out to 
help. And after the crop is gathered up and sold, the entire family 
settled down for a few months of rest. They Socnot have to work 
then and the money that they received for the crop was enough to 
last them for those few months. 

Then one by one the sons and daughters got married. some 
stayed in China. Others migrated over to foreign lands. 

But the old woman stayed in the litbhe village day after day, 
year after year. Her husband died when he was sixty years of age. 
But the woman had many sons who provided her with foods and money. 
Meanwhile the number of sons snd daughters who had children of 


their own began to increase its number. And the old woman was a 


proud grandmother. 
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Here at last is the story that we have wished to write for 


vay . 


a long time. A story of a person who had never set foot in America, 


A story told to us by a native of\China. A simple story of an 


village, ef/\this woman. The home of this woman, 


the birthplaes 
a A ¥ Ldege ia p part of the lives of the Chinese. It 
| NR are born, It is the birthplace, the 
Por many, From a village the inhabitants 
wander away, some/to far away cities, others to foreign lands, 
But occasionally, there are some who spend their whole lives in 
the little villages, The hear about the glamour of the foreign 
lands, the richness and business opportunities that are opened to 
those who wish them, But they never have the yrivilege to see the 
facts themselves. — Some of these old villagers have sons or deughters 
over here in America, Through the letters that the sons and daughters 
write home, the old folks are able to ricture what America is like. 
Today in a village in Canton an old woman, who is now anvroach- 

ing eighty-nine years of age, is anxiously waiting for the day in 
which she can see the sons and daughters who left her so long ago 
to come over to this land to work to return to their homeland, The 
old woman knew that at that age anything could hapren. Death was 
a around the corner. She wanted to see all of her children be- 

- fore she passed away. 


- Almost seventy years ago, a woman Married. She had thirteen 


fi -eniiéren, Of that number three are in the United states ee 
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One is dead. So there are twelve who are alive still. Everyone 
of the twelve children is. married and all have children. And 
these children married and make children of their own, | 

Out of these twelve children seven are boys and five are 
girls. The youngest child today is a married woman of thirty- 
three. She has been in America since she married her husband 
eleven years ago, Today she has four children. One girl and 
three boys. 

Her mother, who is eighty-nine years old now, wrote her many 
letters telling her to come back whenever vossible. And the woman 
regretted the fact that she does not have enough money to go back. 
When she goes back she wants to come back again. Just to go back 
to see her mother and then come back again seems to be a waste of 
time and money. She does not want to go back to live. And she 
does not want to take her children back to China either, because 
of the exrenses, And her husband could not go because he will 
have to give un his job, He is afraid that if he comes back again, 
he will not be able to find another position, 

It was five years ago that this woman made un her mind to 
go back, Always her plans were not garvied out because of fin- 
ancial troubles, And as the years went by she said to herself 
that someday she wena truly go back and see her aged mother. And 
now the realization is still in her mind and she does not know 
what to do. She does not even know when it would be rnossible for 
her to go back to her land to see her old mother. 


The woman cannot afford to take her family back and live 


ige st 
vi 


fai) OE 


e. Her husband may not be able to find a job, Besides at the 
“present time conditions back there are not so good. If the woman 
hed money she would go back alone and then come back here again, 
is it is she cannot afford to do it. If she could, she would have 
a gone back long ber | . 

4nd so for the rresent the plans of the woman are forgotten 
in her worries. 

The old woman in China today is almost blind. Many years 
ago her eyesight began to fail her, but it was only during the 
| last year or so that the woman realized how serious her troubles 
were, And because of her failing eyesight and her old age, the 
old woman is worried that nerhaps she would never have a chance 
to see her sons and daughters return, Almost every six months 
she would write a letter to her youngest daughter urging the 
gauahtér to go back to see her, 

When the old woman was young, she married a young man who 
lived in a nearby village. The husband was quite well educated 
but not brilliant. and the result of this marriage was thirteen 
children. The man had thirteen children, but he did not like 
children, He did not show any affection toward them. As long as 
the children did not get in his way or bother him, then the man 
could be said to be quite calm, but once let any one of the chil- 
aren bother him while he was working or oceunied, that child could 
bala ak ‘eas lucky if he Lindt bs killed, 

a “The Mere child, who was a poy, was almost malted because 
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¢ the quick anger of the father, Today the third child is a full- 
. erm man almost sixty. He still Tomembene that blow his father 
py er him with the ola wooden pine. 


44 x As he said: "I always think that my rates were affected by 


athe hard cruel blow of my father. Sol ainiee said that the reason 
| why I am not a howling success is because my prains were killed 
when I was little." 

‘When the children grew up, the father retired and let the 

| children sunport him. The sons set aside a certain Paes of 
their money each month for the family's exmenses, 

Butthe second son soon came to America. For business opror- 
tunity of course. Because he liked America so much he urged his 
brother, who is smaller and younger, to come over here too, 

He did, He married in America and all of his children were 
born in California, 

, The youngest child in the family (meaning the baticiot with 
eck children) was greatly influenced by the letters that her 
brother wrote hone to her, She had a burning desire to see what 
America was like, | | 

And her desire came true because of her Marriage to an 

_ American born Chinese. Her husband then broughther over to this 
country. That was almost fifteen years ago. Fifteen long years, 
ae it seems to her. And now she has a great desire to go back to 
, ei see her mother, 
ie am, The old mother has snent almost her entire life in the little 
pe The only Sah at Midas phat she has ever been to were 


A ‘ 
Oe a hae ee ig ‘ 
7 es ‘ , bie h! 
“a9 r 


we ee tae ee } * 
at i m ha Ve a ae 9) | 
n » ral ates pd We Fie Wd ‘yt 
‘ 
. 
oy aT ¥ 
ted OF ade Ub aaa 
‘ Pine ‘ 4, 
Bi. igs <a ‘ 
hee } 
: . } 
j 
ea 
’ 
rt 
‘ i nl } 
. 
4 n 
° ‘ A 
er 
' 
Z i 4 
. 
i 
vo 4 
r ‘ 
“ 
= { Pigly gey 
qu n & Be i 


a: 


i eo 


| 
e m 
iy “~ 
+ dio eh 
\ , 
=" ree ae 
id Sie 
‘ 
t op 
hy 
r 
1 i 
ves) \ 
, 
* ‘ fi 
f Pe 
cube pia 
f PC P 
ei a 
j 
: = fr. “Fs “ ‘ ¢ r $ rata ta o ‘; 
; ts * 4 Ae med bape a te A De 
3 y 
et f- rs 
re Pay ¢ + 7 
as Seas NAT Ge, $2 
‘ 
hy ; 
f 
’ 
L 4 
a 
| ; 
i Rea Le " rey 
et) a ele 
See Ee ie Ge Vie we 


hie 3 ey 


” ot ae 
ae i) wd Saka 


oa Tee att i phes SOME Awe ye * BIO ted ee ee) Pee Ook eee 
PUMA PROM eee) er gig Te Ne AHN WAM Ache Wh NE pcan che tl 
¥ in ~~ Lsg baer. sy ; Pigs A iz 


ew neighboring places when she went to visit her friends, 
Beth axon, She is satisfied to be a grandmother, Whenever any one of 
b bdvee: children had children she was unusually hanvy. Today she is 
the grandmother of countless children, She is also the great 
grandmother of a few children, and she is the mother of twelve 
he children who are alive today. And she considered herself a proud 
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother. For who else could boast 
of such a record as hers? So we do not blame her for being proud, 
When she was a little girl, she had very little education, 
but enough to read a little in the newsnapers, 
But what did she care about education? The most imnortant 
thing to her was to be a wife and a mother. 
The husband then built a house for the newly wedded wife, 
a is Tt was a two story wooden building, but to the wife it was a pal- 
| ace, a dream house, 

‘She devoted her life to her children. She told them stories 
that were told to her by her mother. She taught them with the 
Naiacwecda best she could, She took care of the children and saw 
to it that they develoned into nice young men and ladies, 

. The husband was a farmer, His father owned many acres of 
a land and as he died, he divided the land equally among the sons, 


_. The husband, who is. the second son, married and he took the wife 


‘s, 
‘so Live ieak him on his land. There he boiled year after year, 
ce 

bale tae when his sons grew up they helned with the work too, Hach 


Za ‘year eal fa two important things, The summer cron and the 
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fall crop. During the harvest time everyone in the family went out 

to heln, And after the cron was gathered un and sold, the entire 

family settled down for a few months of rest. They did not have to 
work then and the money that they received for the crop was enough 

to last them for those few months. 

Then one by one the sons and daughters got married. Some 
stayed in China. Others migrated to foreign lands. 

But the old woman stayed in the little Village day after 
day, year after year. Her husband died when he was sixty years of 
age. But the women had many sons who ~rovided her with food and 
money. Meanwhile the number of sons and daughters who had chil- 
dren of their own began to inerease. And the old woman was a rroud 
grandmother. 

This old woman had many grandsons in America. But so far 
only one had been back to see her. This boy is the son of the 
woman's second son. 

He went back four years ago. The grandmother wrote many 
letters urging that she would like to see one of her grandsons, 

And this boy was one chosen to go back to see the grandmother. 

He was twelve years old when his father sent him back. He 
stayed in China for four years and then he came back again, 

The boy's story is as follows: "When I went back, grand- 
mother was coumletely blind. Whenever she wished to go anywhere 
I always had to lead her or someone else had to lead her. In snite 
of the fact that she was blind she could do many things. She could 
find her way around the house. She could light a candle and she 


went to her room without help, It was only when she went out 
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that someone had to lead her, I was the first grandson from 
_ America that had ever gone back to see her. Grandmother was very 
id ae 


- hanvy. When I arrived in the village where my grandmother lived 


mi I was very surprised. It was so different from America. The 


ec") 


streets were about three yards wide." 


"The streets were filled with waste material and refuse 
that the villagers threw out. But soon I had to get used to it, 
"Grandmother treated me very nice. Every day she had a 
a special dish cooked for me. Ana she gave me money to buy candies 
and cakes. ; 3 
"My uncle, who is the first son of my erandmother, was 
married. His wife died and he married another woman. That woman 
was always fighting with grandmother. She was always quarreling 
with grandmother. I remember many times she made grandmother cry. 
I did not like that woman. 
: "Father used to send money back to grandmother and this wo- 
man onened her letters and kent the money herself. She aid that 
for a long time before anyone found it out. But the husband of 
this woman was very nice. He was not like his wife. I wondered 
why he ever stayed married to her, That woman used to live with 
grandmother in the same house. But when I went back she and my 
unele had to go to the old house and n lived in the new house with 
grandmother and the son of my unele, ‘The old house was just a 


_ block away from the new house. 


abeeTtE 


. cB ens so 


"Uncle owned a store in the village. People came to buy 
“goods fren bith on credit. Some neople owed him money and never 
“aia the bills. Since most és the peonle were close friends it 


_ was hard to tell them to nay. The store did not make nook money. 
Dee) x 


tg 


-_ 3**) ®Grandmother snent most of her days resting out in the sun. 

-, Sometimes some old women came to visit her and they sat around the 

aa yard talking about business and America. They talked for hours 
like this, | 

*Village life is so different from city life. Everything is . 

done so leisurely. . There everyone seemed to be closer to nature, 
Everyone is a nart of nature, 

"When I came back to California, grandmother regretted seeing 
me go. She sere me to tell my father that she wished to see him 
go back. My father wanted to go back but could not for the same 
reasons that my aunt eould not, 

"I went to go back to China again. I never had a chance to 
really see the big cities. The next time I go, I will surely visit 
the cities for a more careful. insrection," 

Now the youngest child in the family of thirteen is callea 
"lai goo.” she is the aunt of this boy - 

es She had been in America ever since she married, always she 
| wished to go back but veeeiie of eireunsts ances she has never heer 
Bi able to go beyond talking about the trin. | 
p | } The y@ars passed by quickly, The old mother was getting to 


aL 


ee, and older, and the desire of the lai goo became acute, 


} 2 ? some diy somehow she will have tk onportunity. . 
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She said: 


"You know how those old women are, If they want 

a sone thing they want it. I would like very much to go back. But 

ituks next to immossible, My husband is settled here, My chil- 

a. are going to school, All these will be unset if the whole 

| family is to go back. If I hed the money I would go back for a 

trin but I coula not afford it. I really do not know when I would 

be able to go." | 

The old woman in China is waiting, waiting, Meany years ago 

_. she remembered saying goodbye to her sons and daughters who were 

; leaving China to come to America, She had her eyesight Shen. As 

the boat’ sailed away the tears blinded her eyes, Now she is actually 

blind and even if the sons and daughters returned to the village, 

the old woman would not know what they looked like. But she would 

know that her sons and deughters were near to her, She would be 

hapny, ’ 
Will she ever live to see the day when her children will go 

back and vay their resnects to her? Time alone will tell. We 


bhinkothat anyone who has been a mother, a grandmother, and great~ 


grandmother really deserves some hanniness. Yes, she really does, 


LiL® 


And once more the story of a man who came over here to Make a 
living occurs, We have come to the conclusion that Chinese neornle 
regard America as the only vromised land in which a person could 
make a living. . 

Most of the incidents of his life are routine, He was, as 
exnected, born in a little villace. It is very strange that al- 
Most everyone who comes to this land was born in a little hamlet. 
Perhaps veopnle born in the cities of China do not IMigrate like 

the people in the hamlets, or else the stork is not doing his 
customary work, | 

The mother of the young man died a few months after the birth 
of the boy. The cause of the death was said to be the weakened 
condition of the mother which came as a Easels of childbirth, Not 
pone after the birth of the baby the mother siecadad a celebration. 
The day was windy and cold. She caught sick and died not long 
afterwards. The little baby was but a few months old then. 

The grandmother, who was alive then, took care of the little 
boy and he thrived and grew up in the little hamlet. He went to 
school there and when he was older he went to the city to study. 
He studied for six long hard years. Commleting his work there, he 
as left eat ond and found himself a rosition, Due to his laziness he 
D did nee work long. His father was an onium smoker and a gambler 
eae he did not Set a good example for the boy. Although the 
father knew that he was not doing the right thing he did his best 
to prevent: his son from doing the same. But: the saying "like 


areane? like son" prevailed, The son could not help himself, 
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Little by little the son associated himself to conmanions who 
indulged their time in pleasure and in gambling. The boy even 
went as far as to smoke a little onium now and then. Luckily 
for him he did not make a habit out of it, When he came over 
here to the United States he completely broke the habit and has 
not gone back to it yet, 

This continuous dissipation of time and energy vroved to 
be a barrier to the boy*s advancement in life. 

As a result he did not go so very far in the business world. 
Now the boy's father really wanted his boy to be a successful 
man. He sincerely did not wish that his son follow in his own 
footstens. The father has a brother over in Oakland and it was 
soon arranged that the boy was to come over to live. The father 
thought that nerhans over here the boy would change and drop 
some of his bad habits. 

The young man landed in America in 1929. By his apnnrearance 
it was evident that he did not lead a very healthful life. He 
Was nineteen when he came over. He is almost twenty-five now and 
the neople who took care of him are planning to get hima wife 
(the old Chinese custom). Every since coming over the boy hes 
really changed, He does not smoke or gamble as much as he used 
to do in his early days in China. His health is much better. He 
is getting to be so fat that neonrle are calling him nicknames be- 
cause of his pnlummnness, 

When the boy first arrived here he brought with all of his 


customary habits. He went over to San Francisco once a week and 
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“steyea where over night. He bree} at late hours and woke un late. 

He gambled at mah jong and it Was a common thing to know that he 

oes much and won so much at the game. Once he even went to 

he an opium shorn and got so sick that ever . since he has completely 
dropned going there, | 

Now this boy is another one of those Chinese boys who did 
not know a Single word of the Eneclish Rea cuss. He went to the 
Lincoln school and joined a special class composed mostly of 
Briar tat students. This class was started for the vurnose of 
teaching immigrants the English language. As this class was al- 
most wholly made up of Chinese and dacenees the teacher taught 
wad subject very slowly so that the students would be able to 
understand perfectly what they were studying. 

The boy's laziness began to blossom forth anew. He could 
not concentrate on the subject, He dropped from the school af- 
ter two semesters there, He went to work. He worked in a little 
grocery store that was eee by A friend. Because the work was 

lonesome he left and he found himself another job. He worked 
Oey: , next ina lottery shon. This kind of work was dangerous and he 
‘ig quit. He decided then and there that in order to do some thing 
worth while he would have to learn a definite trade. Since the 
man with whom he was living was a tailor he decided to learn how 
to make clothes. He learned the profession and has been working 


ee at the shop ever Since. 
be ‘ ; 


eae _ Another fact about this young Man was the spending habit in 


He rane: every cent he made, He bought a great deal of new 
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Now to go back to his childhood for awhile, When his mother 
died the family burned the nictures of the dead woman. The son 
did not know what his mother looked like until he came over to 
America. The peonle over here are not as sunerstitious as the 
meople back there and they kent a nicture of the women. It was 
only then the boy knew what his mother looked like. 

Before the boy came over here the boy's father wrote a letter 
to the peonle who were to take care of him. In the letter the 
father described the character and doings of the boy and the 
neople over here knew that they had a problem on their hands, 

The first few months the peonle had a hard time controlling 
the boy, Since the boy was not their own son it was extremely 
difficult to expect discinline from him. But bit by bit he 
changed and he was really surprised that he did Change. He 
began to save money which came AA e, great surnrise to everyone, 

Now this boy made the acquaintance of a young girl living 
in the country. The girl is still going to high school and the 
girl's mother does not wish to have the girl marry too soon. The 
young man agrees to wait a few years until the girl shall be fin- 
ished with her work, 

| On holidays the fon goes into the country to see her and to 
even things un the young woman comes out to see the boy during 
the school semesters when there is no school. 

In the meantime the young man continued his saving of money 


and he has even cut out smoking so as to have more in the bank, 


a 


When he gets enough he wants to marry the girl and svnend the 
money that was gathered un during the years of hard work in one 
grand and glorious fling. 

The boy*s original intention was to go back to China to 
get married. He changed his mind because the rneorle over here 
thought that it would be a better plan if he married over here, 

It is not an easy thing for a Chinese to get married. 

There are all sorts of comrlications. There has to be a go bet- 
ween whose duty it is to introduce the courle and the boy has to 
have the annroval of the girl*s mother and father. Then there is 
the matter of the money to be settled. Also the horoscores of the 
two versons, who are taking the fatal sten have to be comnared to 
see if they are satisfactory or not. 

In China, whenever a person is married there are all kinds 
of celebration and customs to be followed and it is very common 
to know that a person snent as much as two or three thousand 
dollars in order to gét married, 

The young man has saved enough to take care of a wife. But 
he could not afford to svend it foolishly for all sorts of silly 
and unnecessary celebrations. 

Fortunately the Chinese neonle in America do not follow 
rigidly the old marriage customs of the old country but they do 
retain enough of the customs to give it a tyrical Chinese atmos- 
phere, 

The mothersof the brides, as a rule, want to imrress their 


neighbors and friends as to the wealth of their sons-in-law and 
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it is a common thing to hear gossiping over the back yard fences 
as to how many trunks of clothes the bride received or how many 
pieces of jewels she got. 

Even in a poor family, if they had a daughter who is going 
to be wedded the family always puts un a front so as to impress 
Oeheir friendes 

To hear that a mother srent almost her life fortune so that 
the daughter is properly married is a very common occurrence, 

The boy's decision in deciding to get married over here is. 
perhaps wise. i#ithout a doubt he could save a lot of unnecessary 
spending of money. 

Now all of this information was not told to me by the boy 
himself. It would be too much of a confession. I know the boy 
only slightly but the people who took care of him were old friends 
of mine and they told the story to me. / 

I think that I have not gotten any versonal touches of the 
boy. The boy and I chatted one afternoon and I learned quite a 
lot from him. Through the cooneration of him and the peonle who 
took care of him I finally got enough material to put it in an 
interview. 

The first thing we talked about was sneed. 

"Everything over here is done so quickly and finished so 
completely that before one is aware of it the whole thing is 
through. When I arrived in San Francisco from my trin I was in- 
pressed by the rushing back and forth of the street cars, the 
peornle, the taxi, and the automobiles. The neople seemed to be 


rushing somewhere. What a complete difference it is to the 
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little villages. fThere everything goes on just the same. Nothing 
ever hannened. In their activities Chinese yreonle are snails com- 
pared to the Americans. People just gobble their meals. No 
Gating or swallowing just gobbling. In China the men folks take 
from five to ten minutes in drinking a glass.of wine. In that 
time most neonle here would have eaten their breakfast and lunch." 

"You have been to the cities of China, you must have been 
used to the srneed.* 

“It is true that the cities are quicker and more active than 
the sleeping villages. But the speed we see over here beats 
everything that I have seen." 

Iwas very inquisitive as to the reason for his trip here, 
instead of the familiar answer of meking a living and coming over 
to study he simply said, "Well, because I wanted to. I wished to 
see what America is like. I heard a lot about this sountry. I 
want to take a trip all over this land," 

Woe is me. Here I was born over here in California and yet 
there are streets and places in this little city that I still do 
not know existed, 

I was sure that he would point out differences in the living 
between the two countries by comnarisons, 

He said, "I noticed that the boys over here are not so in- 
clined to smoke or gamble as we who are born in China. People lead 


a more healthful life here. They do not sleen late and gamble 


like the Chinese reonle in China," 


"Do you think that you are better off here in the United 


States than in China? 


oe 2s think that my Ee es over is of great advantage to me, 
‘raiay not think that I could change over so completely as I have 
aon. If only for the fact that I aid change I think that my 
trip here is a great success." 

"What do you think of America?” 
. ny think that America is a fine place to live, The climate 
is very satisfactory. In China when it is hot, it is very hot. 
oe When it is cold, it is very cold. Some times in the night it is 


a a 
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so hot that it is impossible to sleep. Over here in California 
even if the day is hot, in the evening the cool breeze from the 
ocean cools the air and makes it possible for the rneonle to 
sleep."® | 

"het are your future plans?" 

ny intend to stay in america for Many more years. after £ 
“AG plan to take my wife back to China for a trip.” 

This young man if he had not come over here would probably 

' have developed into a good-for-nothing person. Luckily for him 

his father had the insight to send him over a Now the young 


man has changed a great deal. america is the cause of this change. 


In this land he became renovated and he should be grateful for it, 


/mes we ti ink that human beings are the strangest 
eae is 
on this plenet. There e¥e such a great variety of 


ple, Gall, big, strong, weak, and strange. 

tn our Store many people come and go. Many sre unin= 
teresting, Some are very unsual, so unusual as could be classi- 
oC as strange. ‘The rggon why we never had a chance to write 


- 


this story, is that. this man is a very recent acquaintance 
of ours. Not exactly a friend, not exactly a person we know, 
but he does drop in occasionslly to chat with some of the 
workers. | 
‘'—an : He had been coming to the store quite regularly the 
he last two months. 
The first time that 1 noticed him, I paid no attention ea 


Eo him, although at the very first glance 1 knew that he was 


vor appears 
a very strange and unusel person. His face eppeaved-as though 
% wears 


it hag never been washed in his whole life. He were-a peauliar 
black cap on his head, his dirty and clinky hair apvesring in 
Wild confusion way down to his neck. 
| But his shoes are the strangest things. ‘hey have no 
"bat tong, or laces. ‘The shoes are very old, he probably has 
them since time immortal. ‘he shoes are very loose, and every- 
time that he walks, his foot would slip out from the spacious : ee 


~. shoe, and disclose a plue cotton sock with a hole, a very 


big hole too. The color of the shoes &s most peculiar. Lt 


B-bt neither brown nor black. A thick layer of dust which 


 elings stubbornly to the shoes makes them geese a muddy ground 


but oe he Gpacaree in ia same 


fl 


= eee: time, 


how tone, 1 is oat hard to guess. 


He speaks in a very Peculiar dialect, and Bet by strain- 
FO ar oars rods it possible that i could understand him. 
: in his pockets there are many bulging packages wrapped 
with old newspaper, and what they are I have never found out. 

At first glance the man seems like a Shupid person, one 
who is unable to do anything. But on talking to him, one would 
‘find out that he could talk, and that he understands what 
people say. 

He is unemployed, but he does not let people know about 
it, as he always said, “I am so busy at the cannery, that 1 
have not time." Once a worker in the store demanded of him 
in a jesting mood, "Why do you not buy another pair of shoes’ 
me ana the man answered, "Someday when I have time I would go 
aptown and buy a pair of shoes. It is only because Il am so 
Bes pansy that 1 could not buy myself a pair of shoes." Ali of 
Te us would langh secretly, for this man had absolutely nothing 
to do. 

One Sunday he came to the store, and one of the workers 
ayes "Do you want to make some eeneete 
s The man said, "Yes, but how?" ; 
| And the worker said, "A1]1 you have to do is to clean the 


He did not tell. the 


4 think it was about two Lee then and the 
oe t would take. me at an hour to finish the 


“Wake it as quick as 
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He ate nese whole bowls of rice that it was necessary 


to Cook Some more, All during the dinner he had his black 
cap On, and not for once did he take WA ay = Se ie 
We mentioned in the beginning of the story that this 
man had cans of mysterious goods in his pockets. He would n+t 
br tell what iganipat we fbund out anyway. 1t seems that 
the rumor got around that this man was always afraid of fire, 
Pad he placed strange mysterious herbs in strong cans in his 
pockets. But whether he ever eats these herbs or not no one 
knows. But he always carries them around, and he never shows 
them to anyone S6/al1. 
This man is forty-nine years of age, and we used to kid 
him, "You are still a young man yet ,you know, " and he would 
secretly Smile, his face full of ae. brokening into a smile. 
He is slightly off his "nut." And it happvenea like this. * 
All his life he wanted to be a king, and when he eame 
over to America he Studied very hard, very hard indeed, ana 
he became interested in world affairs. He said once, "I have 
spent over three thousand dollars in education. * 
. Now one thing about this man ooo that he never eats 
‘Tice, unless Someone invites him to dinner. At home he 
Bo cece noodles and as he api ai ped, "It is so much cheaper to 
Te noodles, and noodles are much easier to make than rice. 


{ always cy noodles at home." 


_ All ‘his life this man Paetoa to became a king, or someone 
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e and cheke was no va in China then. 


ALL daring his time here he thought again and again of 


being 8 king until the ideas dominated his whole mind, and 
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little by little he became crazy. 


atte fs not exactly crazy, but peculiar. 

He still has a father over in San Francisco who is in 

A the gambling business, and his old mother is still ih eat 

ae _ Way back thar in dear old China. And he even has a wife, still 


v4 << 


living in China. 


: Today is Monday, and I wmote the first three and a half 

pages on Sunday night. I intend to end the story with the 

es ag paragraph. But Monday the old wouen in the store 

a cane to work, and it happened that one of the women noticed 

i the clean floors, and she said, "Who clean the floors so f: 
RE . 


ee | i 
x And we told her abogt the man that came yesterday, and 


7 tes ‘Ora 
Se “immediately the old near sighted woman started talking about = 
acy : . | Sas, 9% | a 


90 if the following information does not agree with what 


had first written, it is because we got this information 


_ from this old near sighted woman and she knew him when he 


ee came over. 


es The first thing that we found ont was that this strange 


does eat rice at home, and he cooked it in a very strange 


First he would take three large bowls of rice, and 


ee 
F we a 
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not in a bowl, but in a large tin pan and he would 


it in that manner. After one dish of rice is finished 


Pires and he would drink this tea. Then he would eat another 
“aishfal of rice, and then drink another dishful of tea again. 

? And he eats lots and lots too. 

ee b This man is crazy about battleships, always talking 
about them. And the old woman said, "Those peculiar cans 


Pp. A 3 
hey 


in his pocket are full of drawings of battleships, and when- 


% ever @ pattleshindor a group of battleships arrive in San 


Pai 
iE 
4 
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ee Francisco Bay he would stay in two three nights and all day 
Long drawing battleships and pictures, and he would go over 
| to San weaies 366 then he would arrive at the battleships and 
he would pass these pictures out to the sailors and captains.” 
- So you see they are not herbs, as origknally stated. 

When this man is calm he is like a meek lamb, very 
gentle end placid. But the old near sighted woman said, "When 
he is furious and mad, then that is the time to beware. His 
strength would come to him suddenly, and nobody can control 


him. Once he tied his sister ap, because she spent all her 


money instead of sending it pack to her mother. She beat the 


ne were 


a Wale Arete a im! if | 


girl until she was black and blue. But when he is ecslm, he 


tee jast like any ordinary person. fhe strangest time in his 


‘life is when the battleships come. He would lock himself 


and he would not come out of it. All day and 


1 his room, 


2 1 night he would draw sna draw and draw. He would not 


"hen the day comes for him to go across the Bay to 


ould Be dress up, and he inh wear 


‘them in @ can, and he would carry the pictures over and pass 


~ ae 


them: out to the sailors." 
Right now this man is not working, but he does get an 
oda job now and then washing floors and windows for different 


_ people. Somesldes he receives fifty cents or per haps a dollar. 


= _ this man said he had been working in the cannery for 


ae twenty-one years, but no one believes him anyway. 

. ? He is really a very energectic worker, and he would 

- clean anything until it is absolutely clean. But he is a very 
slow worker, working many hours which would take someone else 
. short time to do. 

: Although his father lives in San Francisco he never goes 
to See him, and many times his father had told him to go over 
there to live with him, but he does not want to. He lives 

in an old house, and he does not have to pay any rent st all. 
«He helps the landlord clean houses, and the landlord let him 
a live in the house free of eeke charge. 

3 We once as are "Why don't you go back to China?" 

And he would say, "No." And he would not tell anything 
more. He lives alone. He does not buy any new clothes. He 
does not have to pay rent. So you see his fifty cents or 
8 dollar for odd jobs would be enough to keep him going. 
aye he has to do is to buy his own food, and although he eats 
bs » great deal, he does eat a great variety of foods. 

ee te is almost as peculiar as the strange Snes wrote 
about, if not more so. | 
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For a long time she did that, and no one found it out. 
but eventually it happened, and although she does thks no 
more, she is still cruel to the old mother. Before she used 
to live in the same house as the old mother, and then due to 
constant @h#ré# quarreling, she had to move away. Her husband 
owned a little store in the village where people came to buy 
goods, but never pay the bills, for all were close reaatives 
or friends. 

Well, the old mother in China is waiting, waiting for 
her sons and daughter to return. #111 she live to see this 
day? For one who has been such 8 couragedus. mother, grand- 
mother, and great grandmother, she really deserves some 
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The Strike 


One evening when my brother Sung was reading the Post 
Enquirer in the sitting room he said that there was a mari- 
time strike going on over in San Francisco, none of us paid 
any attention to him, for we all thought what difference 
does a strike more or less make to us. It probably wouldn't 
have any effect on us anyway. I remembered I was sitting 
across from my brother Sung, reading a thick volume of a recent 

best seller, The Way of a Transgressor, which I got from 

the library two days ago. Anyway, I never read news. When- 
ever i picked up a paper I read the movie section first, then 
the radio column, the cartoons, the editorials, and then I 
read the sport page. I never read the funnies, and I never 
looked at the front page. Even if there was a strike going 
on, 1 probably wouldn't know it #f my brother Sung hadn't bold 
me about it. Even when the strike began to be serious, I 
still remained aloof, hardly bothering about it, knowing that 
perhaps this strike like all other strike would probably 
blow over in a few days. But day by day, I began to see 
more and more news about the strike. There was a terrible 
deadlock, 1 read, and neither side wished to yield to the 
other. 

One day my mother told me to send a letter back to China. 
I told her that many boats were tied up at the San Francisco 


docks, and if would be impossible for them to take letters 


,. 


until the strike was settle 


"But there must be other boats," she said. 
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I said I didn't know for I hardly paid any attention to 
the newspapers. But nevertheless, I took the letter down to Zh 
post office to mail it, and there I saw my former Chinese 
teacher. I told him that I was sending a letter back to Chins 
and that my mother was afraid it might be delayed. 

He said, "But other boats could pring the letters back." 
Ana he told me that he had read about it in the other papers. 
When lL went home 1 told my mother about it, and she said, 

"T hope that the letter would reach Chins in time for it is 
quite important." 

The days went by, and soon we discovered that one 
group after another went into the strike to join an united 
front or something like that anyway. We heard faint rumors 
that the different warehouses were going to join the ### strike 
and they were not going to let anyone put anything {ner 
take anything out. ily brother Sung said one day, "IT don't 
think that the warehouses are going to join in line." And 
then my mother said, "Let us hope not, for if they do, we 
would have no place in the world to put our shrimps." 

One day my brother Sung took two lsrge cans of shrimps 
down to the National Ice and Cold Storage Co. down near Market 
Street. When he came home he still had the two cans of shrimps 
and mother asked him, "Why did you not put the shrimps in?" 
And my brother Sung said, "Phe union people refuses to let 
anyone take anything out or put anything in." 


Then my mother became worried, and she said, "But we 


eannot keep the shrimps here. Our ice box is not cold enough 


and the longest the shrimps would keep is three or four days." 
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Suddenly my brother Sung said, "There is big storage 


room down at Fishermen's Pier. Since they buy shrimps 
from us I think they would not mind very-much if we put our 
shrimps down there." 

Mother suddenly brightened up. "Yes, bring it down 
there," she said. So my brother Sung brought the two cans 
down there, and the people said it was all right if we wanted 
to put more in there. 

All of us wondered how much longer the strike was going 
to last. Sung said one day, "The strike cannot last forever. 
By the time Thanksgiving comes, we will be able to put things 
into the place down at Market Street." The mere mention of 
the word Thanksgiving gave mother an idea. She said, "If 
we cannot get any shrimps to sell this Thanksgiving, then our 
business would be completely ruined. tne re the only store 
in this Sa would not matter so much. We can tell oar 
customers that we cannot get anymore shrimps. But since there 
is a new store here trying their best to ruin us, we must 
be prepared to serve our customers." 

The next day mother telephonea ver to San Francisco 
to order two hundred pounds of shrimps in the shells and 
before she hung up, I heard her say, "And send over two 
hundred pounds «m!2 every single day from now on." Sung 
heard it too and he asked mother, "But why are you buying 
so much? We cannot sell it all." Mother said, "We do not 
know how long this strike is going to last. Maybe a few 
days, perhaps a few Weeks, and even a few months. We cannot 


put anything in the storage company, and we cannot take anything 
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Out. Perhaps we sell 911 our shrimps that we have on stock 
now, and then where would we be? We will have nothing to 
sell to our customers and then the Fong Wang Shrimp Company 
Would take away all our customers." Sung nodded in agreement. 

Day by day ae the strike was still going ang 
we stocked up whatever we can't sell down at the Fishermen's 
Pier storage room. By this time we had about ten cans of 
shrimps down there. | 

"But how could we sell them all?" Sung demanded one day. 

"Thanksgiving is coming soon,” mother said, "and we 
will be able to sell them all." 

Sung Said, "If only all our former customers would 
come er to us." He was still thinking of the mean trick 
the Fong Wang Shrimp Company played on us by going around to 
all our customers and $#etHg. taking them away. Mother said, 
"But many have come back to us." 

"But we should take them all back," Sung ssid. No doubt 
he was still thinking of the incident that happened not so 
long ago when he and a worker of the Fong Wang Company met 

on the str@et at the same time. He almost got into a fight 
then. 

"I guess luck is @Bmep against us this year. We lost 
some of our customers, and just when business looks good, that 
Fong Wang Company has to open to compete against us. Now we 
have to lower our prices or noff one would buy from us," mother 
said slowly. All of us kept quiet for awhile. ‘Then Sung 
suggested, “Why don't we reise back our prices to our former 


levels I eam sure that many would still buy from us for our 


no toe Mtoe 
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Shrimps are of a better quality." 

"But this is a hard thing to do,"mother said. "We 
cannot gump suddenly from our low prices to our former price? 
We are liable to get our customers mad. rerhaps after the 
other store stops operating, we can do it." 

"But suppose the Fong Wang Shrimp Company keep on for 
a long time, then what are we to do?" 

"We would have to continue on like this," mother said. 

"Then we won't make any money," Sung said. 

"That cannot be helped," mother said. "+f we cannot 
make money at this prices, neither can the other store. One 
of us have to stop sooner or later. We can always go on here 
as usual. The other store has workers. They have to pay 
wages, and none of us in our store —Ke any aeeos Even if 
we make no money, we won't lost anything. We do not have to 
care about wages. After the Fong Wang Company stops, we 
will raise our prices." Sung was quiet. He knew that what 
mother said was the ruth. Before when he were able to make 
enough for expenses of the store, and when we were able to have 
a little profit, mother wauld give Sung five dollars each 
month. And sometimes she would give me five or seven dollars. 
On ###8 months when we were not able to get going, then neither 
Sung nor 1 would get any money. And we did not care. 

The strike continued to grip the city. One day the workers 
in the store said, "I never saw so much Der ifen as 1 saw this 
year. The president is no good. Before, with other presidents 


we never heard anything about strikes." 
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Sung heard that and he said, "But a president has nothing 
to do with a strike. He does not cause it." Then the old 
workers in the store would remain quiet. ‘Then they said, 
"Well, anyway it is only with this president that we have so 
many strikes. He ought to he put ### of office." And the 
other workers in the e#$¢#¢ store would nod their heads and 
approved of what wse being said. 

One dsy my sister Mei cut a picture of Landon out of 
the Examiner, and she pasted in on the wall in the store. 

In the afternoon a customer came into the store. He saw the 
picture and he asked, "Who hung that picture up?" My sister 
Mei said, "I dia." 

"Are you going to vote for him?” the man sald. 

"T am not old enough to vote," Mei said. 

"Ts anyone in here voting for him?" the man asked. 

"Nobody here votes," I put in. 

The man looked at mew. “Aren't you 01d enough to vote?" 

"T guess I am," I said, "but 1'm not voting." 

"If anyone here is voting for him, I would never come 
in here again," the man said. : 

That day mother made my sister Mei take down the picture. 
-"“Pirst we must think of our business," she said, "but you 
better fake down the picture and hang it in your room." Mel 
did that, and she said, "That man must be a communist.” 


The election was coming near and the strike was rumbling 


everywhere. And the workers in the store said that this presi- 


dent was good, and others said that a new one ought to be in 


offices But we were too busy stocking up shrimps to pay 


5 any attention to all this talk. 
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The days passed by, and when Koosevelt was reelected some 
of the workers in the store turned their heads and said, "What 
is this country coming to.” 

The strike spread everywhere, and one day we read that 

ay tAL—— 
the gravediggers wes going on strike in San Francisco. Every- 
one laughed at this. "Everything, everybody seemed to be 
on strike sother said, " Maybe all of us should quit work and 
join in the spirit of the strike." Then we all laughed till 
our sides hurt us. 

One day, a week before Thanksgiving we received a call 
from San Francisco a bhat there would be no more shrimps for 
an indefinite time. And mother said, "I knew something like 
this was going to happen. it is a good thing thet we have 
some shr inodstocked up." 

A strange pat ee rere day. ‘That day every single one 
of our customers came back to us. "I wonder what happened," 
Sepeerer 

"Perhaps the Fong Wang Shrimp Company has no shrimps," 
TI said innocently. 

"That's it!" Sung said loudly. "hey have sold all 
their shrimps and since they could not get any out of storage 
they have nothing to sell." 

"Let's raise our prices now," I said. "People would 
buy no matter what we charge them," I said, "since this $f 
is the only store in Oakland that hes shrimps to sell." 

"That's a good idea," Sung said. We begged mother to 


do it, and finally she consented. And strangely enough we 


sold more shrimps the next day at an increased price than we 
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ever did at a lower price. 

"Weg are making money now," Sung said. 

Mother said, "No, we are not making money. Even when 
we sell all the shrimps we will not get back one tenth of 
the money we lost since the Fong Wang shrimp Company started 
here in Oakland in July." 

"But we couldn't have lost that much," sung said. 

"Our business has dropped terribly," I said, for I know, 
Since every single cent spent in the store is handled by me. 
There is no boss. Sometimes mother makes the decision, some- 


times, it is sung, but mostly I tell what is to be done, and 


Ss 
we follow it. 

We began to sell more and more shrimps and our suppjy 
dwindled down until we had but five more cans of shrimps. 

One day we had an order to deliver three hundred pounds of 
shrimps to a big market. We had to refuse that order because 
there wasn't that much shrimps in the whole of Vakland. Later 
we had another order to deliver two hundred pounds of shrimps 
but we had to refuse that too. 

"This damn strike makes it #ApeseetPEe impossible for 
us to get shrimps. Otherwise we might have make some money 
this Thanksgivings" Gung was rather mad. 

"But we are more fortunate than the Hong Wang Shrimp Co. 
since they had nothing to sell for so many epee oe ae gotten 
all their customers. We should be thankful for @femk," Mother 
was rather pleased. 


"But sre we going to sell at our increased prices to 


them from now on?" Sung asked. 


Then mother said, "Since the other store has no shrimps 
to sell, we could continue to sell at our high prices, but 
when #h#yif it has shrimps to sell again, we will have to 
lower our prices once more to comoete against them." 

I suggested to mother, "Why don't we give out the 
cahandars this Thanksgiving instead of waiting for Christmas 
as we did last year." Wother said, "That is a good idea. " 
So the day before Thanksgiving my sister Mei and 1 rolled 
the Chinese calandarsand tied them with a small rubber band. 
Then in the evening we took sabout one hundred of them out 
into the store for we expected about that many persons to 
come to the store the next day. 

the next morning at ¢oeby=merniee—even+s six o'clock 
the customers began to come. The first one was ose who 
bought forty pounds of shrimps. Then steadily until seven 
at night the shrimps began to go one pound after another. 

In the afternoon three Chinese men came to our store and 
looked suspiciously around everwhere. 

"I bet those are men from the tong Wang Shrimp Conipany," 
I’said to Sung. 

"They acted very strangely," Sung sald. 

But we didn't care at sll. We hed shrimps to sell 
and the Fong Wang Shrimp Company hadn't any. And we were 
rather proud bécause we had put one over on them. By night- 
fall we had sold every single tes of shrimps and there was 
no.more for the next day. 

Mother phoned over to Hunter's roint to find out if 


there were any more shrimps. And the man over there said 
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that he wouldn't know until the next day. The next day 
mother phoned over again and the man ssid there were some 
shrimps but not very much. 

"Save us just as much as you can," mother said. In 
the afternoon my brother Sung and 1 went across the new 
bridge, and in less than fifteen minutes we were in San 
Francisco. About ten minutes later we were at Hunter's 
Point. There were many old broken down shacks worn with 
age and I found out that these were the places where the 
people get their shrimps. We drove into one of these shacks 
and 1 was rather shocked at the poor surroundings. 

Everyone of the shacks was near the waterfront. ‘The 
smell of shrimps and fish was everywhere. Sung drove the 
car towards a gray wooden building that had the appearance 
of falling apart at any moment. No one was around. 

"There's nobody here," I said to Sung. 

Then Sung called out loudly. Soon we heard footsteps 
coming from the inside of the house. The door ovened and 
A short man, bpowned to a deep color by the sun, came out. 

We told him that we were from Oakland, and that we 
came over to get some shrimps. 

"Your mother just phoned over," he said, "to see 
if you arrive safely or not." Then my brother Sung phoned 
over to Oakland telling mother that we were all right. 

The man took us into a large room. There were many 
tables covered with screen wire on which were spread shrimps 
of all sizes. Some of them were as small as pinheads. These 


were to be dried and sold as dried shrimps. Near the table 
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there were shrimps of a better size. But they were too 
small for our needs. 

"We want something of a better size," Sung said. 
Then the man led us over to another table and we saw some 
shrimps that were just right. "These are the kinddthat 
we want," Sung said. 

The man put them all into a burlap bag, and when he 
weighed it, it was about one hundred and fifty-seven pounds. 

"We just call it one hundred and fifty pounds," he said. 
Then he gathered a whole bag of fresh fish and gave it to 
us. “Perhaps your mother would like some fresh fish," he 
said. 


"Thanks," Sung said, and he carried the package of 
man 


fish out to the car. The, carried the heavy sack of shrimps 


and he tied it to the back of the automobile. Sung paid him 

the money and then we were on our way pack to Oakland again. 
For many days after that it was necessary for my 

brother Sung to go over to San Francisco to get some shrimps. 
Then we heard a rumor that the people in Aiet> l 

Wang Shrimp Company were furtous because we had +eok back 

all our customers. They did not think we were able to 

have any shrimps to sell, and i guessed we surprised them 

py stocking all our stuff down at the storage in Fishermen's 

Pier instead of at the regular ice storage company. Despitey 

the strike, despite the efforts of the union men, we had | 

shrimps to sell while all other sbores in Oskland and even 

in San Francisco had to close for the Thanksgiving holiday. 


"we are inda@ed fortunate this year," Mother said One 
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day. It seems a little strange to think back of all this. 
The Fong Wang $8$$$05 Shrimp Company tried to ruin us, and 
now they are getting a taste of their own medicine." 

"I can't see how they last so long," Sung said, "None 
of us get any wages here and we hardly make enough to pay 
expenses. And the other store has six workers. How could 
they make enough money to go on." 


I said, "They would continue on for a time even if 


. they lost money just to save their face as you might put 


it." 

"Well, I hope they stop soon," Sung said. "They started 
out to ruin us, and it would treat them right if their 
business goes to the rocks." Mother and 1 kept silent. 

Business was not so good after Thanksgiving. But 
the strike was still on and we were not able yet to take 
anything out from the ice company or put anything in there. 

"We must stock up Tey pak Christmas is coming near," 
mother said. 

So everyday we ordered a great amount of shrimps so 
that when Chrigtmas comes around we will have shrimps to 
sell. 

Well, there was a strike in the city, and despite 
everything the union men tried to do, we had shrimps to 


sell, and somehow we have a slight satisfaction of what we 


had done. 


But most of all we are laughing for we had put one 


over on the Fong Wang Shrimp Company. ‘The strike almost 


ruined that company, but to us, it came as a great opportunity 


and we are grateful for ite 
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_, Short story "General Strike Jon Lee 


wan ae Oakland 


Everybody thought that Mike was a communist, but no one 
was sure. We always found him in the street corners near 
Franklin Street, loafing around among the unemployed, going 
into the five cents restaurants, begging for money in the street. 
But despite all this, Mike was a nice man to know. Sometimes, 
even when he was broke, he would give away his cigarettes 
and whatever he possessed to anyone who desired it. 

I saw Mike the first time that I was out of work. I had 
just came in on s hot train, slipping off yee and barely 
managed to Slip off in the sight of a few bulls. They were 
watching all the trains to see that no one comes into town 
now, especially those that were Out of work. 

I remembered that day too. I was walking around to the 
those Chinks joints begging them ne give me something to eat. 
I was willing to any sort of work, anything to earn a decent 
little meal, but you know how things are. There was no work 
for anyone, so how could you imagine me, a white man, getting 
something to eat in a Chink joint. God damn them all. 

My belly ached like nobody's business, believe me. Then 
it was that Mike saw me. I was feeling kind of rotten too 
right then. 

"What's the matter?" Mike demanded, "Hungry?" 

"Yeah," I said. 

"How long since you've eaten?" Mike said. 

"Two days ago.” 

And then Mike he took me in to one of those five cents 
restaurant, buying food and things kind of like he had a lot 
of money. So I just ate and ate right there. 
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Those cheap restaurants sure give a lot of food for so 
little money. Bread, coffee, potatoes, and pies, and all for 
less than fifteen cents. 

Mike he seemed to watch me eat. 

Mike was taking one small cup of coffee and some cupcakes. 

"You're not eating much," I said to him. 

"No, I'm quite full," Mike said. 

Just then Mike said, "Everybody called me Mike, what's 
your name, kid?" 

I told him, "Joe." 

"Glad to meet you Joe,” he said. Just like that. 

He treated me to a dinner even before I knew his name. 

We became quite close friends then, and for many days after- 
ward I saw him. 

This city was alike all the rest of the cities. No 

work for anybody, and most of my time I spent in the park 
Sleeping on the gvass, sinning myself, day in and day ofit. 
Une of those fhat fook dicksjjust about chased me out of town 
the other day, for loafing around. But what can a person do? 
I'm trying like hell to land a job, but no going for me, and 
the rest of ‘em. 

Mike mansged to gather a little loose change here and there. 
Onee he got fifty cents. He went into one Chink joint and he 
ssid, "I just got out of the hospital, ond can you spare me 
@ nickel to get on the five cdnt ferry for ¥risco." And he 
got it too. And then he went into another Chink joint and aid 
the same thing. But those Chinks got wise to him soon. Then 
Mike had to ask man on the streets to give him money. Mike he 


always paid for my night dinner, and everything we had we split 
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even between us. 

Both of us hang around the employment agenc# frequently 
and sometimes Mike and me, we managed to get some part time 
job to do, but nothing permanent. And when we had nothing to 
do, we had to beg and do whatever we can. 

Once iiike said to me, “Why don't you settle down kid?" 

"I don't know," I answered, "I don't know what to do?" 

"You don't want to lead this kind of life forever." 

"I guess potest said. 

"I've been like this for the last four years," Mike said, 
"and I have never gotten anywhere yet. I know this sort of 
life, of hunger and unemployment. I guess it's all right for 
me. But you are young. You é@éeserve better than all this." 

I @on't know what to say, and Mike never Pt att this 
before. It's things like this that made me understand that 
Mike wasn’t no communists He never talked about the revolution, 
or the class struggle, like Pete and iiitchell. 

For six months almost Mike and 1 went along iike this 
getting a little work to do now and then. ‘hen one day we 
heard about the strike on the shipyards over in trisco. And 
the men sll around talked about this and that. 

fhe news developed into something quite serious, and one 
day I read in the papers that a general strike was to begin 
on Monday all over the city, and Pete and Mitchell they were 
very excited and said, %We show them cap&talist now what we 
can do." I could tell that they were going to make trouble 
somehow. 


Mike once told me not to mingle with them. "They dynamite," 
he told me, “and they been in the pen twice for disturbances." 
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The whole city seemed to be in great excitement, and 
everywhere there was fear, and I could see many women and 
men bringing home large stocks of foods. Many gasoline 
stations had closed, and many cars were not running at all. 

I said to Mike on Saturday, “let's buy something for 
emergency. One can't tell how long this is going to last" 

Mike he ain't got much money, but he dug up fifty cents 
from his pocket, and said, “Go ahead, Joe. Buy anything you 
pentantke So I went down to the tenth street market, and 
what did you supposé I saw. Just a whole flock of dames 
and people standing in line, buying whatever they could lay 
their hands on. I was going into the grocdrteria to buy 
some can foods, but that God damn place was so full of people 
1 could hardly squeeze myself in, but I did. I never saw so 


many people in my life in one small place. All the mothers 
re 


grapped hele of can mikk for their babies. And one mother 

2 cried out, "But haven't you anymore’ I got to have it for 
my baby." And the lady there said, "Sorry, mam, but every- 
thing is sold out. The can fruits and the can peas were all 
taken, leaving nothing but empty shelves. But there was still 
plenty of stuff to go around, it seamed. 1 bought a package 
of whole wheat cereal, a can of soup, and a bag of raisins. 
And I had to stand in line for over thirty-five minutes, maybe 
more,before i could get out of that stuffy place. 

Eveyybody was buying, buying, and the merchants were 

making nice business, believe me. Averything went like 
a forest fire. One lady i sew there bought two whole hams, 
and she had three or four packages in her hands. 


I wondered how long this strike was going to last. Mike 
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and I hadn't any more spare money. We can only last for a 
day or two. 

1 brought the stuff back to Mixe, and he said, “How 
long you think this strtrke going to last?" 

"I dunno,” I said, “but 1 hope not very long. ‘hose 
people up in the market sre fighting like mad, just buying 
foodstuffs." 

"I saw that many of the restauraats had closed," idike 
said, "and peop&e got to stand in line to eat." 

"It's quite bad then." 

"Yes, I'm afraid that it is." 

The next day Sunday was very quiet. We were ail wondering 
what was going to happen tomorrow. 

Then Mofday the general strrke began, and 1 had never 
seen anything Like it. ‘The city seemed suddenly t#ansfoumed 
into nothing, and everything seemed to be hiding away somewhere. 
No streetcars, no automobiles, and no people except a few here 
and there. I had been to the country, and I had been alone 
on the countryside. But I had never seen a city, a bfeathing 
city, alive and awake, so dead and so quiet, so void before. 

Hvery store, every theatre, was closed. And the footsteps 
and the talk of human beings took on a strange and queer tone. 
Before we heard the rugblings of the streetcars, the tooting 
of the automobile, and they seemed to blend into the scene, 
but now since sll these were missing, | felt as if something 
vital, something important was lacking somewhere. 

In the street corners there were groups of men, hungry, 


poor, and vary badly dressed. They stared aroand at everybody 


that walked by. 
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Despite the presence of some people on the streets, there 
was an air of emptiness, of voidness everywhere, it was a 
Monday, and yet like a very Sunday, only more so. Mike and I 
walked up Broadway, and we saw a sign on the theakter, stating: 
Close indefinitely. The jewelry shop, the banks, the five 
and ten cents store, all were losed. And the strange thing 
was, there were no dames around enywhere at all. strange 
not to see a dame anywhere. 

"Tt's sure quiet," I said to Mike. 

"Yosh," Mike said, "I never saw a city as quiet like this 
before." 

And the city sure was quiet, like something lost. 


There were quigte a few automobiles around, but none of ‘em 


was running. Mike and I walked ‘rted around everywhere. 

On the corner of Hight Street we heafd a man saying, 
"When some people are too rich, and when some people are too 
born 
“wieh, things like this will happen." But I don't see how 
anything rich or voor could cause a general strike. 

All around it was like this. Quiet and dull. 

That night Mike and I walked along Chinatown, when we 
saw Pete and Mitchell with a large group of men walking toward 
us. 

Mike said quickly, "Let's turn down the street here," 

We turned down on Webster. 

Mike said, "Pete's going to do something radical now. Il 


know him. 4Hé takescare of such oppartunity to cause trouble. 


He's bad business." 


And sure enough right then we heard the loud shattering 
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of broken glasses. Mike and I turned around the corner again, 
and we saw Petecand his group of going up to one of those 
Chink joints, and coming down with a whole set of dishes and 
cups, and they threw them into the streets, shattering them 
to small minute pieces. 

men 

"Damn those China&8$64," one of the radicals said. 

"I guess we show 'em what we think," another radical sald. 

Then we saw rete and his men going into another Chinaman's 
-restaurant, doing the same thing, hurling stones into the windows. 

"Why are they doing all this?" I said to Mike. 

"Pete would do anything to cause trouble. Pete's like 
that all the time.” 

And so we followed this group of men, watching to see 
what they do. After about an peer cries disturbances 
the group of men went away and scattered. And later in the 
next morning we heard that they had shattered the door of 
a meat market, and looted the whole place. 

atti LY 

On Tuesday everything seagined almost back to normal. 

"It' over very fast, isn't it?" I said to Mike. 

"Yeah," Mike said, "I knew it won't last very long." 

"I understand that Pete and Mitchell are arrested late 
last night." 

"I heard too," Mike said. "It's people like that that 
cause} all these trouble," Mike sad. "They grap §old of 
opportunities like this to cause trouble. I'm glad they put 
‘em in the pen." 


That's why I don't think that Mike is a communist. Because 


communist don't talk like that. 
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The days went by, and soon the city returned to normal. 
the cars Hci ae and once nics the noise of the automo- 
biles filled the street. 

But still Mike and I had nothing permanent to do. We 
picked up a little here and there, but nothing to keep us out 
of poverty or uMemployment. 

I still wondered why there was a general strike in the 
city. I didn't do anyone any good. 

I hope I will have something to do soon, otherwise 1 
will have to hop along to another city where things are 


better. 
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rewrite story _ fuesday's Pandemonium ' don Lee 


Roy Johnston entered the SERA pay office at eleven o'clock. 
The big room was congested with a huge crowd of people, waiting 
for their pay checks. The people huddled together, and there 
was hardly room for anyone to pass through. ‘There were five 
or six long lines of people waiting, and the long queues, com- 
posed of many groups of patiently waiting people, were rest- 
less. Some of the men and women had been waiting here since 
early morning. ‘The lines moved forward with leisurely pace, 

so slowly, that they seemed immobile. There were Italians, 

Americans, Spanish, Negroies, Orientals, men from all classes 
and all walks of life. 

Roy Johnston looked around the great crowd of people. 
He saw men, poor, ragged, thin, men who would probably be 
peeysiae. and unemployed now, if it wasn't for the help of 
the SERA. 

Tuesday was always payday for SERA workers, and this 
was Roy Johnston first money in a long time. He waited in 
line with the others, with great ahticipation. He hadn't 
earned money for so long, such a long time, that now, he 
couldn't believe he was to get a check for twenty-two fifty. 

He stood in one of the long lines, right behind a man 
with a dirty face, and dirty clothes. The man said to his 
companion beside him, "Some of the most intelligent people 
in this state are standing here in this line, people with 
brains and ability, much superior to some of those politi- 
cians in office today. Why, some of those men ought to be 
kicked out of office. We won't have any SERA if they know 


how to run 4 country." 
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His peerley, a young man, answered, "That's what I alwsys 
say. Those politicians have ideas that are too far behind the 
time. They do not realize that the world is changing, and 
conditbons are rapidly changing nowadays." 

The other man said, "I only make ten dollars a week. I 
work two weeks a month. Why, God damn it. That's not enough 
to raise my wife and three children." 

"They're giving out free supplies now, down near Grove 
Street. They're giving it out today,” the other said. 

The man with the dirty clothes said, "I haven't got my 
food ticket yet, and I don't know if I ever get it." 

Roy Johnston listened to the two men talking. He was 
startled by this intense and fiery talk of the two SERA 
workers. But the two men continued talking, unconscious that 
others were watching them and listening to them. Roy could 
not but overhear what they were saying. 

fhe lines moved forward slowly. The mob did not push 
or fight. Awtove all this, there rose a murmuring, and the 
voices of the huge gathering rolled through the large room. 

Roy looked at his watch, and was surprised to know that 
he had been standing in the line for almost thirty minutes. 
Perhaps longer. 

A man in the middle of the room yelled out with a strong 
‘voice, "Get in the right Wineefhike:! Roy did not know 
whether he was in the right line or not. He finally asked 
the man in front of him, "What line is this, the Oakland or 
the Berkeley?" Then he added, "I'm new here. And I don't 
know which is which." 

The man said, "This is the Oakland line. The L's and 
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Z's in this line. The A's ana X's on the other line." 

"Thanks, I'm in the right line," Roy said. 

The long columns of people moved forward so Slowly that 
for a moment Roy thought he would stay here forever. He 
stared around the building. It was a huge place, very large 
and spacious. The cigarette and cigar smoke threw a choking 
feéling in the whole place. From up above the sunlight 
Shone garingly down in the men ana Women standing there. 

In a far corner a carpenter was hammering away, his 
hammer striking against the wood in loud ,bold strokes. 

There cate about a thousand people standing in the 
lines, yet the bigness, the vastness of the enormous place 
dwarfed the great crowd, and oS & mere glance they seemed like 
a mere handful of people. They talked together, waited patient- 
ly, smiled now and then. 

Koy shifted uneasily on his feet. He glanced at his 
watch again, and discovered that it was almost noontime. He 
moved about twenty yard’/auring this last hour. There were 
still many men and women in front of him. 

An old woman with a pale face and wearing old rimmed 
glassas approached him and said, "Won't you ada your name to 
the o1d age pension plan?" 

Roy said, "I don't quite understand it." 

The old woman answered, "Well, the paan works like this. 
Hach month the federal government would set aside a certain 
amount hg as Bive to the old folks to spend. They have 
to be & certain age, before they could receive this pension." 


"It's something like the Townsend plen’" Roy said. 


S ey 
a Oe ean 


ena 
bas: a 


is y 
: ¢ 
: ae 
> 4 + 
1 <7" ¥ 
, firs > 
bes mr A 
han \ : her 
» y 
4 bt en 
y 4 ~ 
ay : } 
ee * Bs 
| J 
ia ’ 
on . a | ” wee 
5 ’ 2 aA 4 OSG As © = ~ he. a > a 
y ~ 
‘ ee “¢ Z q 
, ‘ Rw - a ,* © Ge 
Apes) hee a [ 
A ‘ ¢ - . Ps “en be ms t 
' \ + oe * . | . 4 1 6 et ee x : eu write a Ste? F a eee 
ae le - 7 
La ovr MS 
“3 cee 2) Sets yy z a 
“ey Oly 2 — 
'g ¢ 2 £) i% ‘ er 4 Fe 
: r J in ne! bia  ~ y ia ons. 
‘ 
& 
ee ~ of: o Ta Oey ie a ae Poveyee ¢ * ie 
Rooke Vp ds * .. th % Me Lye pre Lt Oa 
M ne .s pas el a} Las ro % " 
° t y t {4 Ame i 
ns ' } iP, 3 en v + wud oO ee Oe My, A ei 
4 
naga DA PY 
ie AAG Lt 
. 
» 4 < 4 4 ‘ Dug 
= its a os 4 Lah LLeESerms 78, 
a z - £ mont 
. 2 ~~ ae m ey 
Paes | oft t ‘ b) @ TOA >) 
“ 
_ * t ‘ , Ay 
9 ” tion ae a ” . < 
‘ i : * es Bat UP i? v= » as 18 
£ 
‘ le 
orl a ry cs war Fa) 
@ it ae a ae ie si ws bes 
: 
e 7 “ ale 2 je. ¥y . n 
¢ : 7 P4 7x 
4 AF Lids FF Hs q - oe th 4 ee 6 
ae 
€ ~~ coe 
‘iy %..; 
. “ 
By 4 atetyu aay 2 
© d pee SY . fearbot 
aoe ss . 
a 
AS 
oe 
* : : ro Hi 
| a - ‘ 
" 
; * a 
Oty Ga ey 
By: ‘ Lie eo a Baie 
ah ¥ 
- RS 
OF ek 2 
, sMOLe 
et as 
- 5 » ; 


"Yes," the 01d woman said. "Won't you add your name 
to this list who approves of the plans" 

Roy hestitated for a moment. 

She man in front of him sald, “It's all right. All they 
want is your signature. You won't get into any trouble." 

Roy signed. 

"Wait," the old woman said, “your name and address, please." 

Roy put that down. The 01d woman went up the line, asking 
every men and women to sign the list. Some did, Some did not. 

"Get in bhe right lines, folks, Oakland over here, Berkeley 
over there," the man in the middle of the room was still yell- 
ing, looking this way and that. 

A short man came by, yelling, "SERA paper, SERA paper, get 
yours now. SERA paper." He gave each one a@ paper, then passed 
on to the other end of the room. 

Slowly, like a crawling snake, the lines moved forward. 
Roy saw that there were only seven more men in front of him. 

He got out his pink identification card, and work order. 

Ten minutes flew quickly by. ‘There was only the man with 
dirty clothes in front of Roy. 

The man handed his work order to the paymaster. 

The paymaster said, "Your pink card?" 

"I left it home," the man said. 

"You can't get your check unless you bring your pink 
card. You have to come back later and get it. We don't close 
here until four." 

The man said, "God damn it." 


Roy approsched the paymaster. Just then the siren of 
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the Oakland Tribune rang out loudly. 

The paymaster said to Roy, "Sorry. But you'll have to 
come back at one. This is the lunch hour." And he picked 
up his checks, and disappeared. Roy was astounded at this 
Sudden halting. Here he had been waiting an hour, and he aid 
not get his check. Hveryone of the paymmasters left the build- 


ing, and only a small crowd of people was left in the place. 


The crowd scattered into smsll groups. Roy was left alone 


with no one to talk to. He decided that he would wait there 
until one. A man came over and introduced himself. 

"Tough luck. It happened to me once too. I was ready 
to get my check, and the same thing happendd to me. I stood 
in line for almost two hours, and I didn't get it." 

"How long have you worked in the SDRA?" Roy asked him. 

"About two months," the man answered. 

"What do you do?" 

"I worked in the water pipes." 

Roy said, "That must be hard work." 

"No, not for me," the man said. "What do you do?” 

I write interviews of people," Roy told him. 

"Well, that's an easy job then." 

"Quite easy." 

Roy noticed the man ciqsely. He was wearing old clothes, 
a broken pair of shoes, and his face was not cleanly shaven. 
The man had a grin, and a very infectious smileX in his eyes. 
He was very talkative, taking abogt this and that. Roy came 
to know him very well indeed. . 

The man said to Roy, "I heard that theylare planning to 
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cut the wages of the workers in the SERA from twenty to fifty 
percent soon. If they are going to do that, I'll quit. ‘There's 
no use standing in this damned lkne waiting so long and for so 
little money. ven now, they don't pay the workers enough." 

"Pifty percent" Roy was startled. "Why are they doing 
Uh Od 

"According to the papers, they say that they have not 
enough funds from the federal government to go on with some 
of the projects. I understand that they are pa&anning to drop 
some Of the projects completely. Of course, the government in 
Sacramento is trying to raise some funds so that the projeéts 
could be continued.” 

Roy thought for a moment. Fifty percent. That meant he 
would get ten dollars and ten cents every week, instead of 
twenty-two fifty. And he only worked two weeks in a month. 

He said, "I only hope this thing would be settled to 
everyone's satisfaction.” 

The man pointed sround the room, "Some of the biggest crooks 
in this country are here. Some of them are rich, but they 
act as though they are poor, and try to cheak money from the 
SERA. Did you read about the man who worked in two different 
projects using two different names? By this method he makes 
two times as much as he really ought to make. And then there 
are others well off, who get work in the SERA fow those certain 
days they are not working, and make money in spite of the fact 
that they are rich. This kind of crookedness is not dair to 
us. There are many who need help but could not obtain it. 

I know a man who has a big family, and he is umemployed. He 


could not get work to doe They told him that they would Peak 
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look into his case, and now it has been many months, but they 


‘Gid not do anytning. Right now this man is hoping, waiting. 


He'll probably get nothing to do." 
Roy was startled by the man's frank speech. 


Koy said, "I got on the writing project after a great 


deal of trouble. One of the SERA men came down to my house 


and asked one question after another, about, rent; gas, electric 
and water bills. Then how much I got in the bank, and about 
life insurance and a lot of other things." 

"I went through the same thing," the man ssid. 

Suddenly Roy said, "By the way, I don't even knww your 
name." 

"Evans, Bill Evans." 

"I*m Roy Jghnston," Roy said. 

At that moment a noticeable stir in the great throng 
surged through the building. Immediately everyone rushed to | 
get into place. The paymasters were back, already nevindl thei 
lunch. Roy found himself near the end of the line again. He 
was so interested in talking to Mr. Evans that he almost 
forgot where he was, and he knew that he had a long time to 
wait. Again the murmurings and mutterings of the crowd surged 
into the air like undulations of sound waves, falling and rising, 
loud and soft. Roy looked around at the different people in 
the lines. Near him was a lean emaciated old man. He was 
talking to a woman companion. 

"I don't know what's the matter with this country. Here 
nobody gets any work to do. ‘This is the richest country in 


the world, and yet there are more men unemployed in this 
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prosperous country than in any other country. Thes country 
where I came from everybody is poor, but everyone gets work to 
do there." 

"The rich gets all the money, and the poor gets nothing," 
the woman beside responded. 

Roy was again startled by the way these people talked. 
Some even talked radically. Current evens, political news, 
and whatever they felt like talking. 

The doors opened and shut, people became more and more 
crowded in the dense gathering. People came in and out, in 
and out. Roy wondered again whether he was in the right line 
or not. With leisurely pace, the lines, somehow managed to 
go forward. After many weary moments Roy was surprised to 
find himself in front of the paymaster. Roy handed his 
pink card to the paymaster. The paymaster looked through the 
thick pile of checks, but he could not find any for Roy. 

"Oh, yes, you're in the wrong line," he said. You see 
that man in blue, take your card to him, and he'll fix you 
up." 

Roy answered quikzkly, "I'm in the right line. I live in 
Oakland, I work in Oakland. ‘This is the Oakland line, isn't it?" 

"Where do you usually get your check?" the paymaster asked. 

"This if my first." 

"Where do you report for work?" 

"Berkeley." 

"You get your check in the Berkeley line, ovef there." 

Roy started to go over to the mext line. The paymaster 


stopped him and said, "Remember, from now on you get your 
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check in the Berkeley line." He added, "You bring your pink 
card to the man in blue, he'll fix you Bae 

Roy did as he was told. The man in blue searched through 
his checks. | 

"I'm sorry, but I cannnot give you this check. They made a 
mistake in the number. ‘The number in the check does not 
correspond with the number in your pink card. Do you know how 
much you should get this week?" 

"Twenty-two fifty." 

"That's right. But I'm going to make you take a little 
trip down to the main office. You go to the office in fwenty- 
First Street, and asked for this man, here, 1 give you his 
name. You better go right away if you wish to get your check 
today. Othsrwise you will have to get it next week on Tuesday." 

The pay office aiietai four. Roy still had two hours to 
make it. He felt a little discouraged, after all this waiting, 
to go through all this trouble for a check. But he didn't mind. 
This is the first money he had earned in @ long time. Roy took 
a street car and got off at Twenty-First and Broadway, and 
walked down toward Webster Street. 

He looked at the piece of paper that the paymaster gave 
him. There was an address, and also the aame of the man he 


was to talk to. Roy walked down the street, and he found the 


place. There many groaps of poor and tired looking men gathered 


together. Koy entered the door, and found himself in a very 
crowded hallway. There were many long benches on the brick 


down 
floor, but hardly anyone sat dwen, most of the men were standing 


up. 
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Rog looked around, and saw a window which bore the word, 
"Information." A group of men was standing right in front of 
it, crowding and pushing each other. But there was no one be- 
hind that window. 

A door opened, and the men looked UPe 

A man came out and called, "Mr. Livingston." 

A man standing at the far end of the hall answered, "Here," 

Mr. Livingston came forward, and he entered into a room 
from which the loud clattering of the typewriters could be 
heard clearly outside. Roy got a glimpse of the inside room. 
He saw many young ladies sitting, typing furlously, working 
rapidly and hard. Roy was stunned by this confusion, this 
indefiniteness, this noise, everybody seemed to be looking, 
waiting, and not knowing why they were doing it. 

A man sitting on one of the long benches spat on the 
floor, and he followed that with a furious and loua cough. 

Roy stood in the middle of the room, not knowing what to 
do, what to ask. He gathered his courage up and approached a 
man anddemanded, "Can you tell me where I can find this man?" 

Roy showed the paper to him. | 

"I got to see him because of a mistake in my check," 

The man studied the paper attentively for a moment, then 
said, "You see that group of people over there. Go over there 
and wait with them. ‘the man who takes care of these matters 
would be out soon." 

Roy thought, more waitng for me. 

A man came out from the small door in the end of the hall, 


He approached toward the group of people near Roy. 


Faye (11) 


He addressed a young woman, "All right, Miss Wills, we got it 
all fixed for you. Take this down to the pay office, they'll 
pay you this time." 
"Thanks a lot," the young woman said, "This is the second time 
it happened to me. I don't understand why." 
"Mistakes like this come up again and again. We try our 
best to avoid it, but in such a big project, it is almost in- 
possible. I'm sure you understand." 
The lady thanked the man, and went out into the streets. 
"Next please." 
Roy came upe 
"They sent me down because of my check." 
"Oh, yes." 
The man turned to another man and said, "Bob, you look 
this one up. Get it fixdd up, and give it back to this young 
man here." 
Then turning to Roy he said, "Bid you get your food cara 
yet? Right at the next fable.” 
Roy went over to the next table. Many men were waiting there. 
A lady was saying fn a loud voice, "I came here four or 
five times, and everytime they told me that my food card is not 
ready. What is the matter? I live so far away; and I cannot 
come down here everyday." 
"Let me see your pink card. I'm sorry, Miss Bronson. We 
have been having a lot of trouble with the B's. You leave your 
name and address here, and as soon as the card is ready we will 


sent it to you." 


fliss Bronson left her mame, and quickly walked away, slam- 
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ming the @oors shut as she left, 

Roy came up, and handed his card to the Mane 

"Let's sec, Johnston. Here it is." ‘The man gave the 
card to Roy, and Roy put it in his pocket. 

A @@82BE€ man beside Roy took a bottle from his pocket, and 
drank a heavy dose. Rgy moved uncomfortably. After the long 
hours of Waithng, he was tired. His back hurt, and his legs 
felt heavy 

Somegne called out, #Roy Johnston." 

Roy woke with a start. 

"Here," he answered. 

"All right, it's all fixed up now. You better hurry if 
you wish to get that check today." Roy looked at his watch. 
It was almost four now. 

He walked to Broadway and took a strect car down to the 
ha Mertioe. In less than ten minutes he reached it. The place 
was not crowded like the early morning, 

The paymsster said to him, "I see you are back again. I 
am sorry to have to make you take that long trip, but it is 
the rule." He sdarched over the checks. 

"Here it is, sign this please.” 

Roy heaved 4 sigh of relief. & whole day gone, but he 
got his money. Another ‘inesday is almost over. 

"SERA paper, SERA paper," a man was still yelling. 

Roy looked around. Men came in, came ont. The doors 
opened, then shut. 

With tired steps Roy walked toward home. Until next 


Tuesday, then he would have to wait again. 


a ¥ , an 
i eve A Hots Gy. ee se’ 
‘ eh a c $ 
‘ tee. j you Seer ; 
2. MOG 8 if io ob teed nee. oneness | oe a 


act : - ra % spe ae “f- ie 
i : a. Wee i? 4 \ Jager 
Oe: an ' oP a ae Ase ees fie ea ‘ oan) col bate 
ancl sad vests ._ftedrotncone boron yet  .esch im me a acina 


2h og 


eee 


' 
nay 
“4 : , & | 
ne Po © 
i “ 
agticy Ore 
eV ARO ae 
P 2 we pes 4 HY . % 
a4 Law ds ef ri Bye a 
<M. » 
we ’ aon y 
4 y aide we Rh \ 
\ 
} 4 - 
BELT At a9 ‘y ne le Set Sal 
. 
vs, 
SA. Xt) ; wk Fy % eg 4 et 


> 
$> 
; . — > ms 
ee ‘ Ja = nd 
- es » ’ 
i ; t? ‘ 
i. k . Ai 
> ‘ . 
: 3 tht é 4 ct a Ba 
ve | - \ rt) - -& 
o ah j < ae “ 
‘ ty “ ae Gt By i: s 


rewrite story General Strike Jon Lee 


The night was dark like hell, and the freight train rumblea 
loudly over the bumps on the track, and a slight rain was falling. 
I was cold and wet, so | leaned toward a corner in the empty 
freight car to avoid the falling water that had dripped on my 
face and woke me up, after I had fallen asleep. The night was 
oold and chilly, and through a small crack on the wall of the 
freight car 1 peered out into the countryside. The whole land 
was a barren and desolate desert, and wild sagebrush grew all 
along the wide expanse of land. 

Damn it all, how much longer do I have to wait before Il 
get to the city. I'm going to Cal to get a job for myself. 
There ain't nothing doing in the East. The West's the place 
now. 

The train rumbled on, (¢he\ana)monotonoas rhythm of the 
the wheels forever turning and revolving once more made me 
drift off in the land of sleep. When I awoke a bright sun was 
Shining, and the rain and wind hed gone off ito the distance. 

Gee, this looks like sunny Cal. I wonder if it can be. 
I'll find out soon. 

I opened the door of the freight car slightly. Isstead 
of barren desert I now saw trees, and purple hills far away, 
and beyond those hilis, the city. 

Perhaps I'll land if Frisco. I wonder if my pal Steve is 
still there. Or maybe I land In L. Aj Well, it don't matter. 
Any city is 0. K. with me. 

Miles after miles of land went by. First we saw the 
desert, then the green rolling land, and then the desert-gain. 
The Fes aes rumbled on through the land. 
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The night came again, and 1 was anxious to pet off the 
train. I was tired of shifting from car to car, city to city. 
I wibhed to land somewhere in Cal, in either Frisco orf L. A. 

The train was passing slowly through a city. It was deep 
night, and I saw the bright lkghts away in the distance. I 
decided to jump train then. 

I opened the door, and with one mighty jhmp I landed in 
the sand and dirt. 

Vary close to me was a Big expanse of water, dark and 
menacing in the night. 

The city was asleep, and 1 decided that in the morning 
I would try to get something to do if possible. 

Morning. ‘The sun was shining, and I drew in a big full 
breath, inhaling the fresh air of golden Cal. It sure was swell. 

I felt a little hungry, and 1 decided to pick up what lL 
can, anything to get away that gnawing feeling in my stomach, 

There were freight trains all aroudd, some standing in 
the bright sun like phantoms, unused, unknown. ihe cartracks 
strebehed far into the distance, making intricate patterns 
where they infersected each other. I walked»along the street 
and noticed many wholesale fruit asOre ey Wesel sy shoo along 
the walk. ‘The smell of fresh fruit made me hungry. 1 approached 
a man and said, "Can you spare me anything? I've haven't eaten 
for many hours." 

He looked at me, staring at my dirty hats and clothes, 
my face and hands. 

He went into the shop and came out with two oranges. 

"That's all I got," he said. 


"Gee, thanks a lot, mister," I said. 
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I sat down on the sidewalk, and sjowly ate the oranges, 
feeling stronger and full. But I wished more, for I was still 
hungry. I went down to Chinatown, very close to the waterfront. 

There were many Chink jobnts, and those Chinks came in and 
out, chattering loudly. 1 guessed those damned Chinks are no 
good. They don't give me anything. Damn 'em all. 

There was nothing that I can do, so I wandered around the 
city, unfamiliar, lost. And it was then that E met Mike. 

He was standing in the corner of Franklin Street, surrounded: 
by a group of unemployed men. The group of men were standing 
in front of the employment agency, some takking, others reading 
and some just sitting there in the san, doing nothing. 

I saw & small restaurant there. On the window there was 
a Sign. GOOD FOOD AB CHEAP PRICES. I had nothing in my pocket, 
having used up my last money in Chicago, going sround with that 
dame there. 

Very soon 1 saw the man Mike c@me up to me. 

"What's the matter?" Mike said, "Hungry?" 

I said, "Yeah." 

"How long since you've eaten?" 

"Pwo days ago." 

Mike said, "Come on in, the treat's on me this time.” 

We went into the five cents restaurant, and sat down at 
one of the wooden tables. without any tablecloth. 

"I never saw you around here before," Mike told me. 

"I just got in," I answered. 

"Jump train?" 

"Yeah." 


"Looking for a job? 
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"Yeah." 

Mike gazed at me with attention. 

"You're quite young to go on the road." 

"I'm twenty." 

"No work at home, huh?" 

I nodded. 

"And you thought of coming here to get something to do.” 

I nodded again. 

Mike he leaned forward and said, "Well, buddy, you might 
just was well get it all straight. This city is like any 
other city. There ain't no work here for anyone right now. 
You might just as well hop along and go home." 

"I can't go home now,” I said, "1 just got to get some- 
thing to do.” 

The waiter brought coffee, doughnuts, pies, snd soup. 
Mike he just drank a small cup of coffee. 

"Everyone calls me liike," Mike said. "What's your name?" 

"Joe," I told him. 

"Well, I'm mighty glad to meet you, Joe," he said. 

And from that instant liike and 1 became close friends. 

I finished my dinner in a gulp, it seemed, being very 
hungry all at once. 

"Thanks for the dinner," I said. 

"Forget it," Mike said. "Next time you'll treat me." 

We went outside among the unemployed man. 

Mike said, "You know, Joe," he said, "I really don't think 
you should go around the country, bumming sround like this. It 
will never get you anywhere." 


"Oh, I don't know," I answered. 
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"You don't wank to lead this kind of life forever," 

"I guess not." 

"I"ve been the way I am for the last four years," Mike 
Said, "and I haven't gotten any where yet. I know this sort 
of life, hunger and worry. It's all right for me, no family, 
no relations, nothing to worry about. But you got a family, 
friends, your future. You're still young yet." 

I listened to Mike talk on. 

"I just wanted to get away from home," I answered. 

"Got any place to sleep?" 

nigs: 

"You can come and live me for awhile, but don't expect 
too much." 

I said, "That'd be swell." 

We walked down the street toward Mike's place. 


This city Was like all the rest of the cities jee I've 


been to. No Work for anybody, and most of the time spent in 


A 
the park, sleeping on the grass, day in and day out. One of 
those flat foot dicks just about chased me out of town the 
other day. But what can a person do? I'm trying like hell 
to get a job, but no going for me or anyone's else. Mike's 
been swell to me. I just can't go on like this, letting him 
Support me all the time. Sometimes Mike and I got a little 
work to do, nothing regular, but enough to keep us from 
Starving. Mike managed to gsther a little loose change here 


and there, and once he even got fifty cents. He went into one 


of those @hink joint, and he said, "I just got out of the 
2 t af 
hospital. Can you spare five cents to mes I'm taking the 
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nickel ferry for Frisco." 

And he got the money too, easy as hell, believe me. Then 
he went into another Chink joint and said the same thing. But 
those Chinks got wise to him soon. And Mike no longer could 
do it again. 

; Both Mike and I hung around the employment agency as 
often as we could, but we never had anything permanent to do. 
Roa this life for many months. Hunger and misery we knew 
and dreaded. 

Then one day we heard about the shipyards'cstrike over 
in Frisco, and day by day we heard more about it. In the 
newspaper, there were many pictures and articles. It happened 
that the whole affair developed into something quite serious, 
and one day there was a large headline in the paper. 

GENERAL STRIKE TO START ON MONDAY. 

Mike came in one day and he seemed very excited. 

"Jesus Christ! You know what happened. I heard that 
there's a gasoline shortage all over the city, and that only 
police, fireman and ambulances could be supplied with gas. 

Can you beat that?” 

I said, "They said here in the papers that only certain 
restaurants are opened, and that people have to stand in line 
to get their chow." 

"I think you better go down to market, Joe, and get some 
things. Nevercean tell how long this's going to last." 

"Sure, Mike," I said, Wwhat you want?" 

"Buy an#thing you like, Joe." 

The market was not far, and I walked down the street. 


Everything was quiet and peaceful like ordinary time. 
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seem possibley that lionday right here in this eity a strike 
was to take piesa 

I walked down the stmet and entered the market. ‘Today 
there was a great crowd, since it was Saturday, and Monday 
the strike was to start. There were a great crowd, mostly 
dames, pushing and trying their best to sqeeze into the small 
grocertia. I could hardly walk through the dense throng of 
people. All over the market it was like this, more people 
coming in at every moment. I went into the groceréerianand 
almost had to fight my way through to the end before I could 
catch my breath. Many of the shelves were completely empty, 
showing nothing but dust. I saw a woman grapping hold of all 
the can milk, pushing them down into her basket. 

Another woman called out, "I must have some milk for 
my baby. Haven't you anymore?" 

And the man in the white robe said, "Very sorry, madam, 
but all the can milk are out." A horror crept into the face 
of the woman. ‘There was nothing Bhe could do. 

I brought a package of whole wheat cereal, a can of soup, 
and a bag of raisins. And I had to stand in the darn line 
for almost fexsrty forty minute before I could get out of that 
stuffy place. some of those dames bought three or four basket- 
fuls of foodstuff. 

A woman belting me said, "Why, the woman next door to us 
had enough\ stock up to last well over a month. But I can't 
afford anything like that." , 

Another woman said, "I don't think this strike can last 


very long. Just a few days I think." 
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"Let's hope so anyway." 

I looked at the long lines of people, holding on to their 
can peaches, can peas, can fruits. ‘They were afraid they might 
lose possession of it. 

Well, anyway I got out of that place after what seemed 
like long hours of waiting. 

I brought the stuff back to Mike and he said, "Well, at 
least we don't have to worry for a day or two about food." 

"This strike can't last very long," I said. 

"I dunno," Mike said 

"Those people up at the market sare fighting like mad 
buying food," I told Mike. 

"It's as bad as that." 


"Yeah, I'm afraid so." 


Monday, and the general strike began. I had néver seen 
anything like it before. The pulsing city seemed to have fallen 
ill, and its last breath came in gasping echoes. The people, 
the automobile? the streetcars, all seemed to be hiding away 
somewhere, afraid. ‘There was nobody on the street except a 
handful here and there. A city, a breathing, alive and awake 
city that had suddenly been transformed into a sick corpse. 

avery store, every theatre was elosé and the walking 
footsteps, the talk of human beings took on a strange and 
queer tone, a strangeness like the faint whispering from far 
away. Before we hdard the rumbling automobiles, the tooting 
horns, and they blended into the scene of noise, of the city 
that was alive and breathing. 


Something important was lacking, and the voidness of 
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queer 
nothing was eget CTI 


Poor and ragged looking men gathered in groups in the 
street cofners, whispering snd watching everything, everybody 
in suspicion, so it seemed. 

It was a Monday, yet like a veyy quiet Sunday. 

Mike and I walked up Broadway. We saw a sign on the 
theatre. CLOSE INDEFINITELY. 

fhe jewelry shop, the banks, the five and ten cents store. 
They were all capes: And on the streets there were very few 
dames. 

"It's sure quietx" I said to Mike. 

"Yeah," Mike said, I've never seen a city as quiet as this 
before." 

And the city was quiet, like something lost in the wilder- 
ness of time and space. There was a hollowness evident every- 
where, in the corners, in the buildings, even in the people 
themselves. Mike and I walked all around the city, and every- 
where we had that emoty and hopeless feeling. 

All around it was like this, quiet and dull, lost. 

"Hell, a thing like this can't last forever," liike said. 

"I donft think so either," I answered. 

Mike and I went home. That night we went for a walk along 
Chinatown. And gosh darn it all. It was like a ghost town, 
with all the regular people missing. Every store was closed 
believe it or not. And even those darn Chinks that used to 
ot tthe Sidewalks were missing. Throggh aires we saw 
some Chinks moving back and forth. I noticed that the restau- 


rants were opened, and people came in and out from there. 


Suddenly we saw a group of men approaching along the street. 
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Mike said quick}y, "Let's turn down the street here. That's 
Pete, the radical. He's going to do something to cause trouble." 

We turned down Webster Street. 

The group of men approached toward a restsurant, and we 
could the loud stamping of feet as they raced up the stairs, 
running like wild men. We heard loud shouting, and the 
Shattering of dishes and broken glasses. ‘Then we ssw Pete 
came down, followed by an eager crowd of radicals. 

"Damn those Chinahen," one of the radicals said. 

"I guess we show 'em what we think," another radical said. 

The group of men foliowed Pete dawn the street. 

"Why are they doing all this?" I said to Mike. 

"Pete's like that always," Mike said, "He do anything to 
cause trouble to anyone.” 4 

Somehow we found ourselves following this group of men. 

I was snzious to sed what they were going to do. 

"We better not follow too close, or people might think 
us as belonging to the group! of men," Mike said. 

We kept our distance. 

The group of radicals led by Pete stopped in front of 
a Chink meat market. 

Pete approached forward. Some of his men were holding 
long sticks, eager to start trouble. The Chinks inside the 
store stared out with frightened eyes, fear and anxiety were 
evident in their faces. 

Suddenly there was a loud shattering of glass, and small 
pieces of glass apces over the sidewalk, flying everywhere. 

The group of radicals ruBhed into the store, and there was 


nothigg that those poor Chinks could do. The whole place was 
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looted, and the men came out with ham, meat, and big cans of 
lard and oil. There were many spectators in the street, stand- 
ing there shocked and amazed, hardly believing their eyes at 
what they were looking at. ; 

One of the radicals was beating a Chinaman with furious 
blows, and the blood came streaming down his face in spurts. 

The group of radicals yelled a Toud challenge, and then 
mushed quickly down the street, carrying all the foodstuffs 
with them. | 

Mike and I stood there, like the rest of the spectators, 
looking, and doing nothing. The group of men disappeared down 
the street. | 

The next day Tuesday, we saw in the papers about the 
happening down Chinatown. 

‘Mike said, "I see that Pete was arrested last night." 

I said, "I'm glad they(re put in the pen. They deserve 
it.” 

The days went by, and very soon the city returned back 
to normalcy. ‘The streetcars ran again, the noise of the auto- 
mobiles filled the street. | 

But still Mike and I had nothing to do. We picked up a 
little work to do here and there, but nothing worthwhile. 

I still wondered why there was a general strike in the 


citys It didn't do anyone any good. 


I hope someday I will have something permanent to do, ather- 


wise I will have to hop along to another city where things are 


petter. 
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The Meeting 


All of us workers report every morning to the office 
at a downtown building, and each morning we would have to 
sign a pink slip stating the hours that we have worked. 
Brother frank and 1 happen to enter the building one morn- 
ing and he greets me with his usual word, “Well, how're 
you going, my friend?" 

"Not so good," I say to him, "I: only got three hundred 
words written yesterday." ; 

He interrupts me, "Well, that’s better than I did. 

I can't write more than two pages, damn it all." He pushed 
the button and the elevator comes down soon, and the woman 
who opens the door says, "Good morning, children," for she 
always ealls everyone children. Then she closes the door 
and up we go to the fourth floor. We come out of the eleva- 
tor and go into the offfice. Then we sign our names on 

a chart and give our’ Il. D. number and the time that we 

sign in. 

Gancic Anton is standing by the table reading the 
Pacific Weekly. He says, "I don't see why we have to come 
up here every morning just to sign our names on & paper. 
It's just a waste of time when we could use the same time 
for doing a lot of work." Brother Frank says, "You know, 

I agree with you. . But this is just a lot of red tape, you 
know how it is with this kind of a job." 

The timekeeper Mir. Jones who many of us diskike. 


greatly wee is putting up a notice on the bulletin board. 
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All of us workers go over and read it. It is nothing important 
except that the W. P. A. is giving gic oneart and everyone is 
invited with members of ###tFF his family. 

"I guess I go to work now," Comrade Anton says. "I 
am a little behind my work." 

"Where are you going," Brother Frank says. 

"To the library," Comrade Anton says. 

"I go with you," Brother Frank says. 

They start to go out, and I call after them, "See 
you tomorrow." 

When they get out to the hall a negro boy says to 
them, "There is going to be s meeting at nine-thirty this 
morning, and you better stay for it." So Seuradeanenis 
and Brother Frank come back into the room. I ask them 
why they have come back, and Brother Frank says, "There's 
going to be a meeting at nine-thirty and everyone is going 
to be present." Just then the time keeper Mr. J nes gets 
up from his seat and he Says, “Everybody give me your atten- 
tion. There is going to be & meeting this morning at nine 
thirty and everybody must stay for it." Then he sits down 
and continue to type rapidly. 

"I wonder what's up," I say to Comrade Anton. 

"I dunno," he says, "maybe nothing important. 

Well, we wait in the room and talk and talk and soon 
the clock shows that it is over nine-thirty. Brother Frank 
asks the timekeeper how much longer do we have to wait. 


"Just as soon as everyone is here, we will go on with 


the meeting," he says. 
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All of us ### is tired of waiting and we go out into 
the hall for q smoke. Soon it is ten O'clock ana the meet- 


ing is still not held yet. Just when we are tired of waiting 


any longer, we hear the voice of bhe Supervisor, "Is everyone 


heres Everybody into the room," he calls out loudly. Then 


all of us go into the room, standing around the walls. Some 
of the boys bring some chairs in for the dames to sit down. 

The room is quiet and the supervisor begins. 

"I'm afraid I have some rather bad news for you. 7. 
just received a letter this morning stating that twenty-six 
workers are to be cut off from this project. This is some- 
thing baat cannot be helped. There are eighty-nine of us 
working as relief and non-relief worker, and according to 
the instructions that I have just received we could only 
keep fifty-eight relief workers, and five non-relief workers. 
It states in this letter that special attention must be 
paid i persons with ability. So that the ones who will 


be cut off will be those whose ability are not up to those 


that we shall keep on. That is a hard thing to do. Personally 


I think that everyone here has ability to a certain degree, 
otherwise you would not be on this project. But asI_ said 
pefore, #HfE instructions are from the Federal Government, 
and not only is this project affected by this, but all other 
projects, I understand, is affected also." He stops for 
awhile and around the room. Everyone is silent. 

Then he cantinues, "The floor is open for discussion, and if 


anyone here has anything to say you can discuss it right 


here." 


Comrade Vronsky who is sitting at the back of the 


room suddenly stands and up and says, "I think a committee 


should be appointed to protest against these cuts. We should 
take action now and do something about it.” 4e sits down 

and for a minute nobody says anything. Then Brother Adams 

who {is standing against the wall says, "I move that a committee 
be appointed to protest against these cuts." 

"I second the motion," Comrade Hart says. 

The supervisor says to the group, "The suggestion has 
been moved and seconded that a committee be appointed to 
protest ¢####% against the cuts. All in favor says, Aye." 

"Ave," the whole room resounds with the ####¢# word. 

"All peers says, No." 

The room is quiet. 

"I think the first thing to be done," the superwisor 
says, "is to appoint a chairman and secretary. Nominations 
are now open." 

Sister Janice stands up and says, "I nominate Brother 
Frank to be chairman." From all sides of the room, I could 
hear secondnings of the motions. Brother Frank is elected 
chairman by s big majority. And Sister Carson is elected 
secretary. 

Then the supervisor steps aside and the chairman 
conducts the meeting. "Is there any more discussion?"he 
HHH asks. Someone in the back of the room stands up. 

"When is this cut to take place?" she asks. 

"On December fifteenth,” the chairman says. 


"But why," she demands. 
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"As the supervisor said, the federal government ks 
setting a new quota, and many would have to be put orf.” 

A man in the back of the room says, "I really think 
that the Unton should do something about this. After all 
the union is a central unit and it would have more force 
if each one of us object #H#tvt#EE individually." There is 
& murmur around the room agreeing with what has just been 
said. 

Comrade Vronsky says, "I abbeoe that the union should 

lodge whstever protests it sees fit." 

"I second the motion," Sister Terlazzo says 

"The suggestion has been moved and seconded that the 
union should lodge whatever protests it sees fit. AL in 
favor says aye." 

The whole room sounds with the word. 

The motion is passed. 

"Ig there anything more to discuss?" #fekeF Brother 
Frank asks. 

Sister Terlazzo says, "In case the union fails to 
accomplish results I think it is a good idea to discuss 
the transferrring of workers over to other projects in case 
they are dropped from this project.” 

"Hes anyone anything to say about that?" Brother 
Frank asks. 

Sister White stands up. "It. seems to me that it is 


a waste of time to talk about transferring workers to 


other projects when we know thet the other projects are 


also cutting down the quote of eligibles. I think that we 
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should direct all our efforts to resisting the cuts rathe 


a8 


than to discussion of transferring of other workers to the 


the different progects."” 


"“ agree with Sister White," Brother Frank ssys. 


"We could discuss the transferring of workers to other pro- 


jects at the proper time." 

Comrade Terpak says, "1 wish to make a suggestion. 
I have seen things like this happen. When I was working 
another project not so long ago I was transferred over to 
another worker project. Not long after Shat I was again 
transferred over to anothér one. Sometimes it takes two 
or three weeks before we can get from one working job to 
another and during that time we got to eat. I would not 
approve of transferring people from one job to another. 
think we should use all our energy in protesting against 
the cuts here." 

And everyone nods his head in agreement. 

Someone suggests, "1 think that we should take up a 
collection now so as to enable the union to do what they 
wish to do." 

"I gecond the motion," Comrade Vronsky says. 

Brother Frank gives a hat to me and 4 go around to 
everyone collecti money. We count the money afterward 
find that we nent about four dollars. 

"Of course," Brother Frank suggests afterward, "we 
might need some more money. I, that case everyone would 


be assessed of an equal amount to help along." 


on 


and 


Someone protests, "I don't think everyone should be 
ect of an equal amonht. There sare some here who 
#8 big famibies, and they would not be able to donate as 
mach as the person who has but a few in the family." 

"I think everyone should be assessed an equal amount," 
Sister Carfie says, “otherwise some of us would be carrying 
the burden. I know there are some people here who never 
donate anything, snd I think by assessing everyone would 
be doing his share." 

Someone says, "I move that everyone be assessed of 
an equal amount." The motion is seconded snd passed. 

Then there are discussions of many topics. in the 
end Brother Frank says, "We will take up further topies 
in our next meeting, and in conclusion let me say that 
if there is anyone here who hasn't join the union, you 
should do so now, for it is better to pay twenty-five 
cents a month to the union than lose a pay check." 

Everyone @laps his hands loudly. 


The meeting is dismissed. 
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In a previous article we pointed out the fact thet there 
are many families who are separated by the Pacifie Ocean. 

Here we have another man who came over to America alone 
after he had married in China. 

Two of his children were born in China. Une is born in 
the United States. 

The man himself is born in China. So is his wife. ‘the 
man married when he was twenty-two years of age. His wife 
married at the age of nineteen. The man stayed in China the 
first ten years of married life. During that time two girls were 
born. The man wished for a boy. But before his wish came true 
he was called over here by his cousin. 

| In Canton alone the people spoke over ten different dialects. 
By the way the different people spoke it was always possible to 


tell as to the section where they came from. There are many 


peophe today who could understand the different dialects buat 


could not speek them at all. 

When the first UChinese came over they brought with them 
their own dialect. Since the Chinese came from all sections of . 
Canton, all the different dialects are represented in the speech 
of the Chinese today. In English, by sound only, the different 
dislects could be translated as follow: The Lone Doe, The Say Yup 
The Hur San, The Gow Gong, and Soon Duck. These are the most 
commOn. There are a4 few more. 

But the funny thing was the fact thst as a rule the people 
who came from a certalisection of Canton were so much different: 
from the people from another section of Canton. ‘heir speech, 


their action, their manners, and their physical appearance were 
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different. 

In a story entitled "American family" written by Faith 
Baldwin, there was a certain paragraph in which the wife of the 
doctor arrived in China for the first time in her life. Seeing 
the grest multitude of Chinese she exclaimed, "But they all 
look alike." To the people of the western world most Chinese 
look alike. But there are some who could not even tell the 
difference between a Chinese and a Japanese. But a Chinese 
- ¢ould always tell the region where another Chinese cane from 
and what kind of dialect he spoke. 

But the point that we are trying to point out is this. 
The people who speak a certain dialect work in professions that 
the other people who speak a differnt dialect would not do. 

In Oakland this rule wors a hundred percent true. Weil, 
ninety-nine percent anyway. On eight street there sre a great 
number of food stores. Without a single exception they are run 
and own by the Say Yup people. lWihile right next door is a fish 
and poultry store. And it is run by a Lone Doe man. A few 
doors from that there is another poultry store. Loe soot! is 
run by a Lone Doe man. The different meat markets are run by 
‘the Gow Gong people. Generally speaking all the other professions 
are like that. Of course, as in other things, there are exceptions. 

shis man is a Hurn San man. 

fhe Hurn San people are rather calm. Physically they are 
not as strong as the other people. Because of that they do not 
do the hard physical work like the Say Yup. 

In 5an Francisco all of the dress making Shops are owned 


by the Hurn San people. ‘They are the tailors, the dress makers. 
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The man had a cousin over here in San Francisco. The cottsin 
owned @ dress making Shop. The cousin finally told the man to 
come over and helped with the work. ‘This man Was always writing 
to the cousin and asking the cousin to five him a job. 

The man: came to this country at the age of thiry-three. His 
cousin immediately taught him the art of cutting clothes and he 
also taught him how to use the electric machine. Soon the man be- 
came an expert in the trade. He was almost as good as the cousin. 

The man worked and saved up his money. Soon he decided to bring 
his family over. In 1925 the wife and the two daughters arrived. 
And she shocked the town beeanse She srrived in this country with 
her hair bobbed. The fact igs thst she bobbed her hair many many 
years before the people over here ever thought anything about it. 
This is one time when the dormant little villages really put some- 
thing over on the big cities. 

The twd daughters by this time were abant fourteen and ttielve 
respectively speaking. 

In 1929 another baby was born to the proud mother. fhis 
time-a boy. And the father was proud of his accomplishment. 

He spent over a thousand dollars in the celebration of the baby. 
To some Chinese people a thousand dollars saved up was their life's 
earning. 

One thing you can say about the Chinese people. No matter 
how poor or how broke they are, whenever a member of their family 
aye married or have a baby, they always celebrated their heads 
off. Literary Spesking, of course. 

After the birth of this baby boy the mother fell Bick. 


She had never completely recovered from her illness. Today she com- 


The man had a cou ancisco. The cousin 


over here in 5a. 


n finally told the man to 


owned a dress making shop. Thé 


come over and help with was always writing to 


the cousin and ing the cousin to give him a 


about this and about that. 

The man, when he was a little boy, was known by: his friends 
as a sissy boy. He was weak, thin, undernourished, ana pale 
and he had as much pep and sparkle as overnizht soda water. 

He was not sick nor was he suffering from any sort of chronic 
illness. He was just born like that. As Popeye the sailor said, 
"I yam what I yam." And the man is what he is. 

Today he is still rather delicate. His hands are a smooth 
blue eolor through which the blue veins showgti2l oe His 
forehead is very high. His face is white bluish in yay) But 
he is never sick. Or to be more exact, rarely sick. 

The man was getting along quite well until he brought his 
family over. After the baby boy was born he wss much poorer 
what with the doctor bills and the huge celebration cost staring 
him in the face. 

Money that is Spent is spent and no matter how one weeps 
or moans it will never come back. All the money was spent for 
the sake of appearance, 

The man left the place where he was working and he 
started a shop of his own. He moved over to Oakland to live. 

It, too, was a dress making shop. The man cut all of the 
clothing and his wife, whenever she could, helped with the 
completion of then. 

fhe store sold high-priced silk. In the windows were 
Gisplayed dazzling colors of red, blue, and breath-taking 
qlors of the rainbow. ‘The store sold Shirts, stockings, 


and other clothing appareli 


The business was almost wrecked because of a robbery. 
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It happened on a certain holiday. 

‘The family lived in the upper section of the house. This 
Section of the house was connected to the lower portion, which 
is the store, by the simple means of as step ladder. ‘The ufper 
Section was the living part of the house. 

On this certain holiday the family was asleep. They had 
come home after attending the stage show in the city. They 
were all dead tired. Hvidently some one forgot to shut the 
door tight. 

The next morning the father woke up to find the store 
derived of thousands of dollars of rare silks. The man was 
. Stunned. It was a tremendous losa to him. He could not have 
been more shocked if he had seen the sea serpent in Loch Ness. 
Or was it Loch Lomond, we forgottén.. 

A great amount of gi teewere bought on cremit. And the man 
did not know how in the world he was ever going to pay the bills. 

And money was getting to so scarce that every cent counted 
as being important. 

To borrow money was not an easy thing. Besides it was not 
easy to borrow a sufficient amount to pay for the bills. 

So as a last resort the man started a "wue}" (Chinese 
Predouta (ation) 

As a rule when anyone was broke and could not borrow any 
money to pay his debts, he started a wue. The man who needed 
the money and who started the wue is known as the leader. If he 
needed a hundred dollars the plan is known as an hundred dollars 
wue. If he needed five hundred the pjan is know as a five hundred 


dollars wue. The wue can be of any samonnt as desired. 
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This man needed about six hundred dollars in order to pall 
him through the ordeal. So he started a six hundred dollar wue. 

By way of expjenation of the wue he said, “Before anyone 
could start a wue, he has to have enough participants willing to 
jOin in the plan. In my case I need 20 people. People that I 
can trust. Each member contributes thirty dollars each month for 
twenty months. Each month six hundred dollars“to a cadrtain member 
of the participants. The leader gets the first payment. Since 
I was the leader I got the first six hundred dollars. I use that 
money to pay for the loss of the mepbeaye Every month for the 
next twenty months I have to pay eens dollars. At the end of 
twenty months my six hundred dollars would be all paid up. The 
month after the one in which the leader gets the money is open 
to any of the participants who needs the money that month. Each 
one of the member has but one chance to get the money. So that 
at the end of twenty months each one had hed his chance. The 
leader is the responsible if any of the members does not pay his 
monthly share. The leader has to pay the amount if any one of 
members dies Or if anyone aa ores right after he receivesthe six 
hundred dollars. it is not an easy thing to be a wue leader. 

"The matter of procedure is like this. Bach month after 
the first month of the plan, anyone of the members who needs the 
monéy mark; a certain amount of money in a secret ballot which he 
handsin to the leader. tThe Bante is the highest Oak: 
who receivesthe money for that month. Suppose we say that a cartain 
man is the receiver. He won because his ballot is of the amount 
five dollars. That means for that month he has to pay to each one 
of the member five dollars. Since there are twenty persons, he 


has to ae one hundred dollars of his own money to get the 
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six hundred dollars. Since he had to pay back that six hundred 
dollars through monthly payments, if would appear like he has to 
lose a hundred dollars of his own money. But he doesn't. 

"More often than not anyone who joined in the participation 
of a wue makes money. ‘The hundred dollars that the man paid out 
is called the interest. For the next eighteen succeeding months 
the man will be receiving interest from the other eighteen man 
who are’to receive the sixnundred dollars on whatever month they 
wished. By receiving interest for those eighteen months, the man 
will receive about the same amonunt in which he psid out as interest 
for himself. Or he will get more or a little less depending on 
the ballots of the succeeding eighteen men. 

*This plan isto help people out who are in an emergency. 

The participants either lose a few dollars or make a few dollars. 
fhe last man to receive the money is the real one who makes money. 
He is the pemie receiving interest all the time. Sometimes 

the last man makesfrom a few dollars to over a hundred dollars. 
This is a good plan to help anyone ont. It all depends on the 
participants. If anyone is dishonest or slow in payment it would 
throw everything @n a mess. The #eader does not gain’ anything 
in interest. He does not have to vay interest. ie gaing: nothing 
Se raene losesnothing. All he has to do is to pay back the amount 
he borrows His only worry is of dishonest members. 

"I managed to get out of a hole as a result of the wue. 
Everyone of the members is honest and I did not have any trouble. 
This plan is a very good one if everybody cooperates and helps 
If anyone is found out to be dishonest in a wus, his chance of 


getting into any future wues is very Slight." 
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The man had heard of another man who started a wue. That 
man was 9 leader. Onenof the members ran away after he had collected 
the money. The leader was held responsible and he had a hard time 
getting out of debt. ivhen this man started his six hundred dollars 
wue, he was afraid that the sama thing would happen to him. But 
he was willing to take the chance because he necded the money so 
badly. As it happened everything worked out smaothly. 

Today the man is still cutting clothes. His two daughters 
go to the grammar school. One is expecting to graduate in tes) 
next semesters. 

The man's ambition is to wecome a school teacher. But due 
to lack of financial backing his education is not as complete as 
he would like it. His father is satisfied if his son becomes a 
Succesful business man. But the desire of the son to be a scholar 
always remained in his mind. Even,he did not have a good education 
he knew more than others who,’a nore than ndoatete education. 

Often in the spare time, in his boyhood days, he spent it 
in reading. And in memorizing the different words. Everyday he 
read the newspaper and whenever he did not know what a word meant 
he asked anyone who happened to be nearby. Through his own deter- 
mination to learn the boy gathered invaluable knowledge from the 
newspsper, the magazine, the books, and ffom booklets. During the 
new year he saved the money which the differeng friends gave him 
and bought a dictionary with it. ijhen he first bought the digt- 
ionary he did not know how to use it. He got a friend of his to 
help him with the using of it. And whenever he did not know a word 
he will ae immediately look it up. By this way he learn” many 


VY 
ne® words. Once he learned them, he always remember’ them. 
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When he mae Wiastenn he got a job as a sort of a secretary. 
de had to make out bills for the boss whom he was working for. it 
was a very easy job but it demanded accuracy. Since this man was 
accurate in his work, he kept the job for a long while. 

When his father died he was the main support of the family. 
There were days in which he did not know where the next meals were 
coming from. He had but one brother and one sister. In spite of 
the small family the amount he earned was hardly enough te for 
the family to get along. 

The his lucky break came for him. He was hired as an assistant 
teacher at a small school for infants. At that time he was already 
married. His sister got rae ant a man from a neighborly village. 
His brother went into business for himself. So, luckily, for the 
man, he had only his mother to take care of. His mother came and 
live{ with him and his wife. And you can be sure there was nok 
quarrel between the wife and the mother. 

The man held his school job for many years. Then he was 
called over here to Amerida by his cousin. His wife remained in 
the village and the husband over here send some mohey back once in 
a while to help with the expenses. And years later he prought 
his wife over. And now today he is working in the dress-making 
business. During the last few years the business is affected by 
the recent depression. $0 was every other business. 

Now business is beginning fo pick up "Re Se And 
perhaps in the not so far future. the business will once more 
enjoy its former glory. 

Meanwhile the man continued with his work, living his life 
as he thinksit should be lve. 
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The : Kindy oid Ved 


He is an ola inal} Yooking man, wearing a lorge full 
oloek of blue, trimmed with golden borders. ridiissapri ig 
are covered with wkth s magnificent red gene unee trimmed 
with gold. He wears an elaborate crown on his head. In his 
hands he holds s small picture of a white animal reclining 
on the ground. Up above him there hang# red curtains of 
fe ASK mE : 

dazzling colors. And whet-Ts thigh It is the picture of 
2. bra BABS ROA. 

There he stands, up on the little shelf, = serene 
and unaware of everything that is havoening. ‘The long punks 
glow with a mellow light, illuminating his kind face and eyes. 
He looks like an old man who is still strong end sturgy despite 
his ae The pkcture is surrounded with a trim black 
frame, and over the edges of the frame is spread a piece of 
thin red silk. On top of the frame there looms ap two peacock 
feathers of bright colors. Ina little glass s steady light 
Penuioheeaew! sometimes it seems as if sn anadere eeuek of 
the god changes. He laughs? he is Dabok he is joyful, and 


og aoe tL in fae leash 


. his expression ca not changed acai. 
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No matter where one stends, one cout see his eyes gazing 
Shs 
steadily at se. 
s eae) 


His name is “yee D 
hist tog) 


back Feng-aga to 8 19D ve. 
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One year there came to a certain section of China a 


ing désease that swept all over the countryside, amd Meople 
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aiegh seemed of abr 


died,quickly, ond Ehere WES no way bewhiekto-steop it. Then, 


one, day a group of old villagers got together and said, "There 
i 


Br y | ge 
is evil in this lana of ours We must,rid oueseives of this 


owt 


ewti before it is too late." So many large bamboo firecrackers 
were prepared,y and on the second day of the second month te 

the Chinese calendar, the iy bamboo firecrackers were shot off 
ase a great deal of elaborate ceremony. And strangely 
enopBh, after this display of fireworks, the disease suddenly 
came to a hait, and the old villagers said that the firecrackers 


had scared thd devils away. poe. 


ae ols 


Thereafter in the years that followed on the /same day. 
the aed of shooting large bamboo firecrackers was fpsrcwiee 
regularly.¢ Now as it had hoppened “in, a1 other customs, the 
people over here in America celebrate this holiday in 2 slightiy 
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citerent “ag Cotiforrre 


In Bia Ces town cadttred SoA eaten there is 


a temple dedicated ovew to eu and every year,on the 


second day of the second month) Chinese calendar, this cere- 


mony of shooting off large bamboo firecrackers is observed. 


There are one hundred of these large bemboo firecrackers, 


and each one has a number attached to it, ranging from one to 


Zach one is shot off, and when it explodes, it jumps up 


: a CorecdderofPt Argfaser 
into the air, Mee eGnt tate the ona! New there are many 


spectators lined up to watch, and when one of these firecrackeré 
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- hundred dollars every single year, 


is 
goes off, there wtti-be a rush to get it. Whoever acquires 


- yf nM <= j 
agantte thts bamboo shell first igthe-one—+eo keep it, provided 


that he wants it and is willing to pay over the amount of 
money which that number calls for. In case teet he does not 


desire to keep it, he can either give it to someone who wants 
; [arheukir 
it, or in case nobody wants that cextsin number, then the 


hekorp, fv 
hollow bamboo shell is_réteined by the temple for that year. 


The number four bamboo shell is the luckiest one owt of 


the whole handred, and whoever acquires testis supposed-to 
howe Litt 
bein possesstion-of good luck for skweys. In order to pike 
ct Acurevet, 
posse sSkiyp of-tsle,) has to pay GH one hundred dollars 
fer-it, and if he wishes to keep it forever, he must pay 
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a Lory Nir her qf Chinese 5 a 
very yes te-a pilgrimage to Marysville. by a lergs 


S¥ O04 Chi pte. ililost of the ge are gamblers er people 
Lad ts invore A 
who have had £1 luck, and who wish¢g@ythe ald of the “Bugk 
4o atten yeras 


Dei™ to help them teso prosperity or good fortune. If a 
person gets Sonaber, and that year he has good luck and for- 
tune, he pare keep that mumber for ase gilts ae MR SL course 
tees Re is willing top pay his dues for that year. Meanwhile 
that number will still be shot off in the yearly celebration, 
but no fp Alaa Claim ite. » 

In our house there is one of these Y hemi number forty-four, 


and I remember how excited everyone was when it was brought 


into the house. 
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*Bugk Del.” | 

Tt happened that we knew & person Who was not getting 
along very well oe ae Sai ee life. He 
heard about this celebration down in Marysville. and he told 
mother about it. He was going down to see the celebration Aesu4 
and he was going to come back with one of these bsinboo 
shellf Now since mother is a very superstitious person, the 
only one in the fomiiypane 1s realiy superstitions, she told 
the man to get one for her too. 

And I, as always, just clenched my hands and said 
nothing. What with pictures oes tOERs fortune-bell tase, prpheres 
horoscopes, all cluttering the house everywheres But I'm 

Age Aorry 
sure life would go on just Hire it has beenjeven without 
all this bother. 

Well, the next time I heard about this, #Bagk Dei! was 
thet, ane night at about eleven o'clock. I wasawekened by 
a great deal of noise, and since I am ene—wh>is—esstt) 

awakened by the shightest noise, 1 got up to see what it was 
all about. 

Everybody was leaning over the table looking at the 
picture. The te was a picture on the table, a hollow bamboo 
firecracker, two peacock feathers, and a piece of red silk 
cloth. "veryone was (loudly seTEing] about the celebration 
and how exciting it all was. In fact, it was so exciting, 

fr I found necessary to go back to bed. 


The next morning mother sent me up to Kress to buy 


a small piece of oilcloth, and some night-lights at the 


drug store. And when 1 reached home my brother Sung was 

| already fixing a little shelf near the wall. When it was 
finished mother cut the veleyortae Mike right size and covered 
the piece of dirty wood. Then she took out two long glass 
bowls, and into each one she put whe artificial rose. She 
filled up a glass bowl with water, and on top of that she 


mn 
poured wal, and on _top—o# the Oil she put fw one night light. 


e Pie Gee? 

She lit that, and a steady fire or hours. 

: ong ees 

Late that evening she litjyred wax candles; punks, arr 

ob? 
He poured,three cups of wine and rice and put them in front 
of the picture. Aiguce ene, 
ete 


Zhe number of the picture we sed—-wes forty-four, and it 


costyus four and a half dollers to get it. It has been in 
WIV 


our possession for two years. Bid the *Bugk Dei!” bring us po? 


fortune? Let me see. 
. Two years ago I was wearing fiféeen cents socks, and now 
: 
rE eee only twenty-five cents stockings. Two years ago I 
hed only two pair of shoes, now I have three. (@hey stiiT 
cest—less than five dottersy Two years ago, my father wished 
China fo §€e they 
to return ek any Now he's beek. 
And then friends said to mother, "Ah, how fortunate you 
are. tour husband is back in China, your boy is working. 
What have you to worry about?" And mother would say, her 


volce grateful and soft, "Yes, the “Bugk Dei” pe 


luek indeed.” 


But I still say, all these things would have happened 
angway, even if we had no picture of Latta eat ak Bde, 
Strike medownl) 


Now to take the other side of the story. 


continued to 
The man who went Mito Marysville to get this Pod Suffersa 


b p Aw . 
etiti after he had £the picture. His health broke 


down, and it was necessary for him to 20 Wmto a public 
institution because he had no money. At that time a wife 
was De tices to send the picture of the god back to the 
temple. However, the husband showed signs of getting well, 
and friends advised the wife not to send the God back since 
he was helping the husband to get well. 

The man came out of the hpspital, and in less than two 
months had to go back im again, and this time his condition 
was so serious that he has been there ever since. wd Ehea Av 
wife decided that she was really going to send back the 


picture of the God to the temple. 


the wife sala, "hes Goa is no good. He has turned 


against us, and brought us nothing but bad luck." 

Now, I think, isn't it better to let good or bed luck 
come as it always will, and forget that it is either caused 
by this or thatone ¢ 

I am quite sure that my father didn't go back to China 
just because we have a picture of the “Bugk Deif in our 

pest as 


room. And I am gait sure that the man didn't become sick 


just because he has the “Buck Dei” in his room. 


pnigter 
I happen to know vast Geet 1ived afiite of pleasure, 


and in his youth, pacer hts energy and strength. And, “it is 


not strange to see his weakened condition catching up with hin... 


Now the festival of the bamboo firecrackers is not really 
a holiday, for there are many who KGa never heard of it, and 

: 4 o's 
do not know what it is all about. It SSF custom followed 
by @ small group of people, people who believe in gi$nertealer 
Superstition. 

They ae: ; ; 
In Chindy tre ceremony is very elaborate, and on the day 
The to 
Po atepradien @ large groupsof villagers journey@ towards 
Cote at 

the open Manag On this day large quantities of roast pigé 


ace 


are prepared, and carried up to wrere the/Gélebration -+s—to 


ee 


take-pieeea. ‘The firecrackers are shot off to frighten away 


The f there (f Aancher 
ait devils and evil spirits. Then, at night, eréetStestay 
of fireworks eare=shot—off. The custom of putting the picture 
of the “Budk Deit in the house is not as closely observed 
in Chine as it is in America. Uver there, once the celebra- 
: tion is over, it is ended until the next year. 
Here in America those who have pictures of the god in 


‘A ie 
the house take great care iw seeMeg oll is 


burned/mthat punks are lighted. In other words, they do not 
PNOMPLL 

want to offend the goag in anything theydo. There sre some 
who burn golden candles all tee day long. 

A pair of these candles burns about thirty minutes. 

“a 

So the cost of keeping the Gods satisfied doeS cost = great 
deal of money. 

In our house we only light three punks each day, and 


Sy 


? 
burn one night light. Amt—-perkess Once in awhild wax candles 
lyo_- 
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: iM 2) 
pract, L spore befo ne. 
The hundred numbersfare almost always claimed by some 


And a person can keep his certein number as long as he wants , fats, 
; | 
until tee—+ime he wishes Se i: ap, or whenever he wishes 


to change to another number. 
Let Ne prye an example- 
Suppose we say trst a person wishes to get = number eight. 


How does he go about ite 
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Aces 
the only way to get one is to get it before the other fellow, 


pip eck rea 

If you get a bamboo shell with asnumber eight, tren number 

all 5 well , bat 

etebt is vour numbesm, Bet if it should be any of the other 
(eatacale, 

ninetyonine mumbers, you have to keep that certsin number 

that is, cb 


you want it. 
then jp — len cde cpee Om 
There are xonly two ways to get the number you want. 
, actrod 
The first way is to get a bamboo shell with that certain 
m it 


ngmber tm-tt. The See areyfpeRepyree 2 hundred to one 
& [acl 


that you will, eet ape teal The other eg) is to hope 


that someone else has gotten the number you-deoize tat 
Aresa't (Ff 

+e want): in that case heyt aes the mumber in& 
to the temple, and you Soule go and claim, Even then you 

may not get it, for there may be someone ahead of you who 


wishes that number too. 


In case that the number you wiéh is already in someone's 


ioe ve 
possession, and that semeosne is unwilling to give /up thet 
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way is to hope that he will heve such bad luck, that he will 
1% 
return the number beek to the temple. ¢2f that's the case, 


Ww 
you probably don't want it.f 


to there 
So the only way eee Parone Such a thing as the 


fBubk Dei and go on living as you alwsys have lived. 

Then come what may, what will, eed you will have nothing to 
plame bon your good or bad luck s+—etl..- 

Meanwhile the flame ideteaaity burning in the little 
glass jar, and sometimes 4 go into the room and say quietly, 
"Oh, Bugk Dei, do something about my writing." Well, so 

7€ 
far, my prayers have not been answered. Sd could you blame 
me if I say, "Damn we¢hr all superstition.” 

And then TAInK 

[ren I look at the picture of the bide again, I saspeet 
that I see a sort-of dirty look in his eyes, and I become 
yce anther glance af Arm 


afraid, and I do not dare to re Tine 
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The Corpse that Lived Again 


On the road which led into and out from the village 
there was a large tavern where the villagers assembled to 
talk and to dine, and this famous eating place was so situated 
that all roads, large or small, leading either in or out from 
the village, were but tributaries of the main road where the 
famous inn was located. 

An old father, spent in years and strength, his son, 
and the wife of the son, were the ones who looked #### after 
the place, and they prepared the meals, rented the rooms 
to all that came by there. Now at this time it so happened 
that a great festival was going on, and for three days and 
three nights there was to be a great celebration, with song, 
laughter, and joy everywhere, for the occasion was the observ- 
ing of an important holiday that comes once every three years. 

Beople from far and near sie into the tavern, and 

owt - 

this tremendous ,brought an onrush of money into the tavern 
such as the old man had never seen before. The money cane 
so fast and so steadily that the old one offered a prayer 
to the Gods on high. 

"Oh, heavenly ones, I am indeed grateful that at last 
I am to be rich," he said reverently. "For these many years 
I have slaved, yet so little have I. But now, I am thankful 
that this good fortune has come to me at last." And he wept 
at his great happiness. 


The first day of the celebration passed by, and hhat 
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night when the old man counted his money, he trembled at the 
Sight of the enormous amount he had. And still there were 
two more days of the celebration. On the second day business 
was better than the day before, and the old man was kept busy 
all day long running back and forth, seeing to this and to 
that. thei that same day a great tragedy came upon him, for 
the wife of his son died suddenly, and for what reason no one 
knew. 

At first the old man could not believe that good fortune 
and sadness could come so close and near to each other. In 
the small late hours of that second night he pondered, "Why 
must the death of my daughter-in-law come at a time like this? 
Is all the money that I have taken in these last two days to be 
Spent on one expensive funeral?" 

Yet even though he loved his sudden wealth, the old one 
loved his daughter-in-law more, and after many weary hours of 
pondering he knew that he must spent the money for a good 
elaborate funeral. But he knew too, that he could not attend 
to the matter yet, for business at the tavern kept him and his 
son almost constantly busy. So he took the body of the dead woman 
to a dark lonely basement and left it there for a temporary rest 

When business gets back to normalcy, he would attend to the 
burial of the woman. 

On the third day of the celebration every available room in 
the tavern was occupied, and many guests, even those that came 
roe afar were turned away, for no more rooms were available. 

That day the old father sent the son to a nearby village 
to buy a coffin, and he said to him, "After this third day is 


passed, your wife will be laid to rest in final peace." And so 
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the son journeyed to the village to search out a coffin for his 


wife. 


II 


It was six in the dusky evening, and four travelers who 
had come to join in the celebration were slowly making their 
way back to the village where they lived. It was far away, 
over the mountains, and for one day the four men had been 
journeying homeward. 

Balter that same day, one of the four men had been com- 
plaining of a bad stomach ache, and he said to his wmmpanions, 
"T gannot go on much longer in my condition. Let us find a 
place to rest, for I am spent and wearied." 

At first the other three thought that perhaps it was a 


slight ailment that was bothering their companion, but when 


night began to fall, and the condition of the man became worse, 


the three men became alarmed. One of them said, "There is a 


tavern not far from here. Let us go there for the night, and 


in the morrow, we shall resume our journey again." 


The sick man said quickly, Yes, let us do that, for I am 
much to wearied to jpeteegeae journey any farther." And the 
four men direéted their way to the tavern. When they were 


come to it, they went inside, and the old father who opened 


the door said to them, "All rooms are occupied, and I cannot let 


you§..four stay here for the night." 


’ 


When the sick man heard this, he said anxiously, "But there 


must be a place where we can stay? We are not particular people 


and any room will be all right with us. Be kind, old one, 
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for I am ill, and unless I rest soon, I fear for my life." 

And the 01d father looked at the sick one, and he knew that 
indeed the man wes very ill, and he muttered to himself, very 
softly, "The only place I can put them is in the basement where 
$he dead woman is. Perhaps if I push the coffin into a far cor- 
ner, these four men will not notice it." 

Now one of the four travelers had sharp keen ears, and 
when he heard this, he said then, "Of course, a basement will 

Suit us well. Lead us to it." 

But the o14 father was startled that someone had over- 
heard his mutterings, and he said, "Well, it is in bad condition 
I shall go down and @lean it up, and when it is ready, I shall 

call you.” 

"Meanwhile order yourself good food and rice wine," he 
added. Then quickly he descended to the dark ominous basement, 
end using all his feeble strength he could, he pushed the 
coffin into an obscured corner. ‘Then taking a large piece of 
eloth, he beh it up in such a way that the coffin was entirely 
hidden from view. Satisfied then that the four men would 
never know what was behind the curtain, he poured out some oil 
into a dish, and ignited the small wick whieh gave out a thin 
feeble light. Then he went back upstairs and led the four 
men down. 

Now of caurse when the sick one saw the room he was satisfied 
for he was spent of all strength, and he said, "At last a 
place to rest our wearied bodies." And he lay down to sleep 
immediately on one of the four mats which the old mean had placed 
fang | le | 
pa the floor. By now all four travelers woe tired and full 


of food, and they were all wearied. They paid the old man 
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money for the night's lodging, and he went Out, closing the 


door behind him. 

Although the room wags dark, and the feeble light gave 
forth very little illumination, the four ue were too tired 
to feel any sort of strangeness that might be there. Ana go 
they drifted into Slumber, one by one. 

Of these four, however, there was one who could not 
Sleep, and even though he was exhausted, he found if diffteult 
to rest. All through the night he tossed restlessly on his 
ate Then in the small late hours of night, there came a 
certain moment when everything became suddenly eerie, when 
the darkness in the room became even more obscure snd strange. 
It was at this moment that the fourth traveler heard a scrateh- 
ing noise in the far corner of the room. Jismissing it ag a 
mouse moving around, he paid no attention to it. Then a few 
moments later, he heard the noise again, and this time he 
sat up on his mat, anil curious, straining his ears to 
listen more carefully. 

Then from thé remote corner, behind the blanket, it came, 

that eerie noise which made the fourth traveler shudder 
while he sat in stark Silence, listening to it. Peering toward 
the corner in the dim light, he saw the blanket move Slightly. 
At first he thought that perhaps it was his imagination that 
made him see the movement, but when he saw it again, this 
time with W long thin white ghostly fingers clutching it, he 
fell his heart grow cold. 90 frightened was he thet he was 
unable to move, and he kept peawtng at the curtain as if in 
a hypnotized trance. 


Slowly, lifting bhe curtain up, a ghostly figure with a 
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alokly yehlowish face stepped from behind the curtain, its eye- 


sockets half-closed, its long bony fingers clutching: the 


Walls. ‘This resurrected figure crept Slowly across the room 


to where the four men were Sleeping. 

The fourth traveler, realizing that the ghost-woman was 
coming toward his direction, quickly hid himself beneath the 
old blankets, hardly daring to make a movement for fear that 
he might attract the attention of the walking corpse. Peering 

from an opening in the old blanket, he saw the ghost woman 
creep up to where the first man was Sleeping, and leaning down, 
She blew three times on the face of the Sleeping man. ‘Then 
after she had done that, she staggered across to where the 
Second man was Sleeping, and again she leaned down and blew 
on the face of the Sleeping man three times. als she did also 
to the third man. 

The four travaler watched all this, frozen in fright, 
Although he wished to run, he dared not. Holding his breath, 
he lay motionless, shocked in horror. The ghost woman was 
already upon him. Although his heed was entirely covered 
by the old blankets, he could feel the hot breath of the 
ghost seeping through the blankets. Three times she blew 
thus, then she retraced her steps, and went behind the curtain. 

The four traveler heard the 114 of the coffin close wibh 
& creaking sound, then all wag quiet once more. This intense 
Silence was even more frightful than what the four traveler 
had gust seen. When he was ceetsin that the ghost woman 


was securely inside the coffin, he Slowly peered out. The 


011 lamp was still burning, and it threw a flickering shadow 
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careful push, he nudged the sleeping companion near him, but 


the sleeping one continued to lie motionless on the floor. 
Going from one sleeping man to another, he tried to wake them 
all, but none moved. Frantic, still fearful that the ghost 
woman might hear him, he shook the Sleeping figures, and 
again thefe was no response from any of them. 

At this moment then, the sound of of a creaking coffin 
lid could be heard, and the scratching sound was distinct 
in the quiet room. 

When the fourth traveler heard this, he quickly dived 
into his mat, pulled the blankets over his head. The ghost 
woman crept up to him and the others, and blew three times 
on each one. Then after she had done that, she went back 
behind the curtain, and lay down on the coffin again. 

Immediately the four travier rushed out of the room, 
leaving the door open behind him. He ran on the road lead- 
ing to his home, never once looking back for fear that he 
might see the ghost woman behind him. After running a long 
while, he became exhausted, and stopped by a roadside to 
rest. Out of the corner of his eyes, he caught sight of 
a fast moving white figure that drifted nearer and nearer. It 
was the resurrected corpse chasing him. Dodpate the man 
realized his error in stopping, and now spurrea on by his 
fear, he shot along the road at as very rapid pace. Now and 
then he looked back, and still the female corpse was there 
behind him, sometimes gaining on him, sometimes far behind 
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ing, yet although he was tired, he dare not hestitate, and 
he ran on with a strength he did not know he possessed. While 
he ran, he yelled continuously, calling for aid, but this 
was a remote part of the land, in the interior, and there 
was no living soul anywhere. 

He speeded across the road until he came to a section 
of ee knéw a temple was located. In the open air 
now he could hear the soft chanting of sa lonely priest 
who dwelt there. The frightened man was dead with exhaustion 
by now, and when he saw tne temple Looming in front of hin, 
he said sa silent prayer of thanks. Rushing up to the temple's 
door, knocking frantically, he called out, "Open the door, 
open the door, my life is in danger? Quickly, nows" 

But the priest, since he was chanting his prayers, 
did not like to be interrupted, and he continued to chant 
on, striking now and then on a brass gong. 

By now the femal ghost had come nearer, and still the 
priest had not finished his prayer. ‘The traveler rushed 
down the stpps of the temple to avoid the femal’ ghost who 
was now almost directly in front of him. He rushed toward 
a large tree which was nearby, the ghost in swift pursuit. 
Straight to the tree, the man rushed, and when he was sbout 
a foot from it, he swerved, and the femal ghost, unable to 
stop, because of the momentum, hit against the tree so 
strongly that her fingernails pierced through the tree like 
blades of steel. 

The traveler, now shocked by horror and dead from 


exhaustion, had fainted on the ground, panting for breath. 
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By now the priest had finishedhis prayers, and he opened 
the door of his temple to investigate the cause of the great 
commotion he had heard a while ago. And he looked around, 
yet was able to see nothing unusual. But he caught sight 
of a dark shadow nesr the trunk of the large tree, so he went 
closer to find out what caused it. To his amazement he 
found the Body of a dead woman there, the ten fingers deeply 
entrenched into the treetrunk. Not far from the tree, the 
priest discovered the body of the fainted man. He bent down 
to listen to the heart of the traveler, and he knew that 
the man was still alive, so he carried him into his temple 
and brewed some magic herbs which he poured down the throat 
of the weakened man. 

Then certain that the traveler was well for the moment, 
the priest went outside, and with great strength was finally 
able to pull out the dead woman from the treetrunk. On the 
trunk now there were ten deep holes where the sharp finger- 
nails of the female corpse had pierced through. | 

When the traveler was Sufficiently recovered from 
his shock, he told the priest his story, and how he feeeeaea 
had rented the basement for a night's lodging, sndhox the 
female corpse came out and blew on the faces of i three 
companions, and he ssid in the end, "I do not know what have 
happened to my friends, but I fear for their lives." And 
the priest said then, "I shall accomoany you to the tavern, 
and we shall find ont about everything." 

So later that day, both the priest and the traveler 


made their way to the tavern, thefe to discover that the 
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other three were dead, for when the ghost woman blew on 
them, their faces were exposed to the deadly fumes, and 
it had killed them all. The fourth traveler was so oained 
at the death of his friends that he went before a high magis- 
trate of the jadeee and said, "Three of my companions had been 
killed by a female corpse, and I hold the old father and his 
Son responsible for what had happened, to their greed in 
wishing to have money by renting a basement room where the 
dead woman was." 

Now when the old father and son were brought before the 
magistrate, the old one said, "Alas, I am grief¥ed to see 
Such a ghastly thing happen to the guests at my tavern. Yet 
neither I nor my son is responsible. For on that certain day 
the four travelers came to my slace and demanded a room. One 
of the four was sick, and because the other three urged me so 
desperately to provide a room for him, I finally consented to 
let them have the basement room, the only available lodging 
in the place. What my dead wife did, I am not responsible for? 

And the megistrate listened to this one and to that one, 
yet make a@ decision he could not as to whom was right, or 
wrong, so for two long years the case remained ansettled, 
and frequent delays in hearing made it impossibleto come to 
a definite verdict. 

During this time while the case remained unsettled, 
while it was being battled, first by one side, then by the . 
other, the magistrate trying the case was transferred over 
to another province, and a new magistrate came to take 
his place. And there came came a day, therefore, when he 


was to pass judgment on this case which had come up agsin 
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after many years of delay. And he demanded, too, that all 


’ 
statements and testimonies be brought forth unto him, and 
for many days and many nights he studied them. Yet after 

he had weighed all evidence, he was still puzzled at the 
reason for the corpse's desire to kill three men. And oh 
for many days he vondered on and on till deiaeht when he 

by chance happened to glance through an old book which bore 
this statement, "Whenever a person dies on the same date and 
hour as that of which he was born on, he will always rise 
again and kill anyone he sees." 

Now when the magistrate read this, he though}," Can it 
be possible that this case which has been causing so much 
confusion these last few years is identical to the one in 
this book?" And he demanded that the birth hour and date 
of death of the corpse be determined, and he found them to 
the same. In the end the case was settled, and the old 
father and his son were not guilty of any wrong. ‘Thus 


the controversy was settled at last. 
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